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Town ofActon RecreationDepartment

472Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Phone: 978-264-9608
Fax: 978-264-9630

Email: recreation@ acton-ma.gov
Website: www.acton-ma.gov

CathyFochtman,RecreationDirector

Date: October2, 2012
To: SteveLedoux,TownManager
CC: Tom Tidman,NaturalResourcesDirector

SanjayKhosla,Acton-BoxboroughYouth Baseball
Andy Richardt,Miracle Leagueof Massachusetts

From: CathyFochtman,RecreationDirector
RE: Ball Field Advertising— VeteransField andMiracleField

VeteransField

ABYB is currentlyauthorizedby theBoardof Selectmento collectfeesfrom sponsorsfor
advertisingsigns,which aredisplayedon theouffield fencing,oppositethe mainparkinglot.
ThefundsABYB receivesfrom thesign revenuehelp to defraythecostof maintainingVeteran’s
andJonesball fields.

ABYB spentover$40,000eachyearfor thepastfouryearson fieldmaintenance,improvements
anddevelopment.This doesnot includethe “soft cost” ofthousandsofhoursof volunteerlabor
on thefields. In additionto theregularmaintenanceof fieldsbeforeandafterpracticesand
gamesandtheongoingrequirementof suppliesandequipment,ABYB hasorganized“field
days” wheretheirconstituentswork to rehabandimprovefield conditionsover andabove
regularmaintenance.

ABYB honorsan agreementthatwasmadewith theBoardofSelectmenin 2003andrenewed
everythreeyearsto payelectricalcostsassociatedwith lighting theVeteransball fields,
fertilizing, grubcontrol andseeding,replacementof infield mix, lining fields for gamesand
practicesandall othermaintenancenotalreadycoveredby town staff. ABYB hasalsostepped
up thecarethatis takento groomthefields by doingseasonalreconstructionandhavingteams
follow amaintenancepolicy.

I recommendthatthecurrentSign Policyremainin forcefor thenextthreeyearsatVeterans
Field. On October2, 2012,theRecreationCommissionvoted4:0 to renewthecurrentpolicy at
VeteransField.



Miracle Field

TheMiracle Leagueof MassachusettsrecentlyopenedtheirinauguralseasonatNARA Park’s
JosephLalli Miracle Field. TheRecreationCommissionwould like to instituteasimilar sign
policy with theMiracleLeagueof Massachusetts:thatrevenuesthat arereceivedby theMiracle
Leagueof Massachusettsfrom sponsoradvertisementon signsmountedon theoutfield fence
help defraythecostoffacility maintenanceatthenewfield, beyondroutineTown field
maintenance.Maintenanceincludesfunding landscapeservicesandsuppliessuchasmulch,
plantsandlandscapeproducts.Thelevel ofnecessarymaintenancewill needto bedeterminedas
thefield matures.TheRecreationCommissionagreesthatthis level canbe setby mutual
agreementwith theLeagueastimerevealstheneedsandthe organization’sbudgetallows.

I recommendthatanewSign Policy beinitiatedattheMiracle Field with theMiracle Leagueof
Massachusetts.On October2, 2012,theRecreationCommissionvoted4:0 to establishtheSign
Policyat theJosephLalli MiracleField.


