
Christine Joyce

From: Steve Ledoux
Sent: Monday, December 10, 2012 4:56 PM
To: Pam Harting-Barrat; JanetAdachi
Cc: Christine Joyce
Subject: FW: Medical Marijuana Law: ACTION ALERT
Attachments: Time line for marijuana implementation.pdf;

Sandwich_Medical_Marijuana_Letter_to_Statehouse .docx;
MMA_seeks_delay_of_marijuana_dispensaries.docx

Do we want to agenda this??

Steven L Ledoux
Town Manager
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720
Telephone (978) 929-6611

When writing or corresponding, please be aware that the Secretary of State has determined that most email is a public
record and, therefore, may not be kept confidential.

From: Tina Grosowsky [mailto:tgrosowsky©verizon . net]
Sent: Monday, December 10, 2012 4:36 PM
To: Board of Selectmen
Subject: Fw: Medical Marijuana Law: ACTION ALERT

DearChairperson,
Pleaseseeemailbelow. I would like to requestthattheActon Boardof Selectmensendsuchaletter to theproperpersonat thestatehouse.What is theproper
procedurefor thatrequest?
Thankyou,
TinaGrosowsky
15 ConantSt.

From: heidiheilmanmapa@gmail.com[mai1to:heidiheilmanmapa@~mail.com]On Behalf Of Heidi Heilman
Sent:Monday,December10, 20124:25 PM
To: Info@mapreventionalliance.org
Subject: Medical MarijuanaLaw: ACTION ALERT

DearMembers,Partners,ColleaguesandAllies,

In theinterestofpublic healthandsafetyin theCommonwealth,theMassachusettsPrevention
Alliance is urgingall local stakeholdersto takeimmediateaction! Pleasecontact your municipal
leaderstoday and urge them to support the MassachusettsMunicipal Association’scall for a
delay on the enactmentofthe new medical marijuana law until state regulations are fully in
placeand cities and towns havehad adequatetime to prepare and plan for the
implementation of this newlaw. Theonesimplestepfor yourmunicipalleadersto takeis
detailedbelow.

Without astayon enactment,thefollowing activity is legally permittedthroughoutMassachusetts
asof January1,2013
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1. Peoplecanpossess,useandgrowmarijuanawith a doctor’snote.(Checkout thisnewdoctor’s

businessthat’smovedinto town: http://www.integr8ma.coml)

2. Caregiverscanbedesignated,transportandgrowmarijuana- for asmanypatientsastheywant.

3. The90-dayclockon marijuanadispensariesstarts. Medicalmarijuanabusinessesthatsubmitan
applicationto thestatewith only 4 requirements(nameandaddressof dispensary,additional
cultivationlocation,officersandboardmembers,operationsprocedures)will be legal to setup
shopafter90 daysregardlessof whetherDPH is readywith regulationsandlicenseproceduresor
not. (Checkout thisdispensaryconsultingandlicensingfirm for Massachusetts:

http://www.dispensarypermits.com/)

TheDepartmentofPublicHealthis not likely to havefull regulationsin placefor anothersix-
monthsto ayear. Citiesandtownsarenow scramblingto preparefor themarijuanadispensary
business,cultivationandhomegrowsthatarealreadymovinginto Massachusettscommunities.
We needyourhelpNOW to inform yourmunicipalleadershow to takeIMIVIEDIATE actionthat
will delayenactmentuntil thestatehastime to put in therestrictionsandsafetymeasuresthatour
voterswerepromisedby proponentsofthis law. WE HAVE TWO WEEKS TO GET THISDONE
orthewild westbeginswith medicalmarijuanawith thenewyear.

The simple, easyaction to take: Our legislatorsandgovernmentleadersneedto hearfrom local
municipalitiesNOW. TheMassachusettsPreventionAlliancehasbeenadvisedthatakeystrategy
for asuccessfullystayof enactmentis for municipalplanningboards,boardsof selectmen,school
committeesandpolice departmentsto write to theirRepresentativesandSenatorsto requestastay
ofenactmentfrom theLegislatureprior to January1 st. This simple,one-pagecorrespondence
shouldbe sentvia emailassoonaspossibleto thefollowing individuals:

• All individual districtLegislativedelegates(for an emailaddressdirectoryof
Representatives:http://www.malegislature.gov/people/housefor anemail
addressdirectoryof Senatoremails:
http://www.malegislature.gov/people/senate)

• SpeakeroftheHouseRepresentativeDeLeo
(Anita.Flintoff(~mahouse.gov;Robert.DeLeo@mahouse.gov)

• SenatePresidentThereseMurray
(Therese.Murray@masenate.gov,Gary.Anderson(~masenate.gov)

• GovernorDevalPatrick(GOffice@state.ma.usThe HonorableGovernor
DevalPatrickMassachusettsStateHouse,Office oftheGovernorBoston,MA
02133

• Cc’d to GeoffreyBeckwithofMassachusettsMunicipal Association
(gbeckwith~mma.org)sothathe maythendirectly follow-up with individual
Legislators- this is ESSENTIALfor this strategy
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• AttorneyGeneralMarthaCoakley: office@marthacoakley.com

The argument: The63%vote,on November6, 2012, in favorofQuestion3 hasbeencalled “the
will ofthepeople”. It is areasonableworking assumption,basedontheway thequestionwas
worded,thatthewill of thepeopleis for marijuanato bean optionsafely availableto profoundlyill
citizenswith specificallydefinedsevereconditionsfor whomconventionalmedicineis not
effective. It is reasonableto assumealsothatit wasthepeople’sassumptionthatpublic healthand
safetywould NOT beadverselyaffected. Giventheunforeseen,unintendedconsequencesto public
healthandsafetythathasoccurredin otherstateswith similar lawsandthatour voterswere
promisedby proponentsof theballotquestionthatif passed,Massachusettswould beamongthe
safest,mosttightly regulatedmedicalmarijuanaprogramsin thecountry- it makesno sense,to
enactthis law onJanuary1 st with no regulationsat all.

Attachedarethreedocumentsto assistyou with this call to action:

1. A releasefrom theMassachusettsMunicipal Association
2. An exampleletterwrittenandsubmittedby theSandwichBoardof Selectmen(feel free to cut
andpastefor yourown purposes).
3. A one-pageron thetimelineof theimplementationof this law, asit is written.

Thankyou, andpleaseemailwith anyquestionsor needs.

Pleasehelpusdelaytheenactmentofthemedicalmarijuanalaw NOW, beforeit’s too late.

Kind regards,

The MassachusettsPreventionAlliance

PS. More to come: Updateon currentlegislativestrategyandon localzoningordinancesand
regulatorybylawsto pursue.We areassistingseveralcommunitieswith theirzoningdiscussions
now andareputtingapackagetogetherfor membersto usefor theirown local purposes.Stay
tuned!

PSS. Pleasenotify meif youreceivethisemail from memorethanonce. Thankyou.

Heidi Heilman,President
MassachusettsPreventionAlliance
P0 Box 1502
Westborough,MA 01720
email:heidihei1man(Zi~marreventiona11iance.org
508-439-0926
httlD ://www.mapreventionalliance.org/
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! BELLOTTI ____
LAW GROUP, P.C. ______Cambridge Office

25 Thorndike Street
www. beUotti aw. corn Cambridge, MA 02141

T 617.225.2100
Peter V. Bellotti F 617.494.0043
Karen A. Colucci (MA, RI)
Karen Piso Nadeau
Sara Gens Birenbaum Quincy Office
Daniel C. Roache, Of Counsel 1250 Hancock Street
Lucas W. Talarico Suite 127 North
Leslie S. Harkavy (MA, CT) Quincy, MA 02169
John Sofis Scheft, Of Counsel T 617.328.2300
Julia M. Hogan F 617.471.7708
Alexander T. Asermely (MA, RI)

Time Line for Medical Marijuana
If the Legislature Fails to Delay Implementation of Question 3

Date Section
of_Law

Permitted Conduct

Day 1
January 1, 2013

16
13
11

13

• Law takeseffect.
• Physiciancertification= patientregistrationcard.1

• Physiciancertification= cultivation registrationcard(i.e.,home
grows) 2

• Certifiedmail receiptto DPH & copyof caregivername,addressand
DOB~= personalcaregiverregistrationcard.

Day 90
April 1

9(B)

9(B)
10

• Dispensary“shall beregistered”if:
o Applicationfeesubmitted(the programmustbe “revenue

neutral” — see § 13)
o Applicationonly hasto contain:

Nameandaddressof dispensary.
Additional cultivationlocation.

• Officersandboardmembers.4

Operationsprocedures.5

• 90 daytime limit is ongoingrequirementfor receiptof anyapplication.
• Dispensaryagents(staffandvolunteers)registeredwhendispensary

submitstheir names,addressesandDOB5.6

Day 120
May 1

8
11

• DPH definesa60 daysupply.
• Regulationsfor hardshipcultivationregistration.

Day365
Dec31

9(C) • 35 dispensariesmustberegistered(1 in eachcountywith a
maximumof 5 in any county).

1 This loopholeis permittedwith thelanguage:“Until theapprovalof final regulations...

2 Samelanguageusedto provideimmediatepermissionfor theseactivities.

Theseare the only requirementsfor a caregiver— at least age21 basedon the DOB, aname,andan
address.See§ 2W.
~Only limitation isthatboardcannothaveservedfor dispensarywith arevokedregistration.

Mustbe“consistentwith [DPH] rulesfor oversight.”
6 Only requirementfor agentsisno felony drugconviction(misdemeanorsacceptable!).See§ 10(D).



GHD Draft- 12/6/12

December 7, 2012

Governor Deval Patrick Senate President Therese Murray
State House, Room 280 State House, Suite 332
Boston, MA 02133 Boston, MA 02133

Speaker Robert Deleo Representative Randy Hunt
State House, Room 356 State House, Room 136
Boston, MA 02133 Boston, MA 02133

Re: Impact of Medical Marijuana Law on Municipalities

Dear Governor Patrick, Senate President Murray, Speaker Deleo, and Representative Hunt:

The Town of Sandwich would like to express its concerns about the implementation of
the new medical marijuana law and how it will impact municipalities. There are several
concerns we have, many of which are undoubtedly shared by cities and towns across the
Commonwealth.

Foremost, we would like the Legislature and Governor to pass a law delaying
implementation of the medical marijuana requirements by 6 months. The law which was passed
in November is slated to go into effect on January 1 with no regulatory framework in place. The
law required the adoption of standards and regulations through the Department of Public Health
(DPH) within 120 days, but that is significantly later than the January 1 implementation date.
This does not give municipalities sufficient time to prepare for the law’s implementation or adopt
local standards or bylaws. We all need time to fully understand the law with minimal confusion
and to use our limited resources efficiently.

For example, most municipalities governed legislatively by Town Meetings have to follow
very formal timelines in adopting zoning bylaw amendments. The required M.G.L. timelines are
impossible to meet by January and will be very difficult to have ready by Annual Town Meetings
which typically occur from mid-April to mid-May. Town Counsels, Planning Boards, and Boards
of Selectmen need sufficient time to react to the standards and regulations DPH issues and the
current implementation timeframe does not allow this to occur. This is especially true for the
siting of medicinal marijuana dispensaries in locations that may make no sense for a
municipality.

The same concerns municipalities have also hold true for the general public. Our
citizens need time to fully understand and become informed about the law. Many human
service groups, local boards and committee, and public safety and health professionals have
already expressed concern that thoughtful and careful consideration needs to be given in
creating the local regulatory frameworks. This concern is based on evidence from the 17 other
states that have passed similar laws. Legitimate public safety and health concerns need to be
fully understood and addressed prior to the law going into effect. This is especially true in
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GHD Draft - 12/6/12

secondary schools where our educational institutions needs time review codes of conduct and
educate parents and students about the law.

Thank you for your consideration of our input. It is extremely important that sufficient
time be allowed for the Commonwealth and local governments to prepare for the law’s
implementation and the corresponding regulatory standards. Any assistance you could provide
to extend the implementation timeframe for the medical marijuana law and address our
concerns would be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Sandwich Board of Selectmen

John G. Kennan, Chairman

Ralph Vitacco, Vice-Chairman

Linell M. Grundman

Frank Pannorfi

Jim Pierce

cc: Massachusetts Municipal Association
Cape Cod Selectmen & Councilors Association
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MMA seeksdelay of marijuana dispensaries

November20, 2012

Following theNov. 6 passageof a stateinitiative legalizingthe saleof marijuanafor certainmedical
conditions,the MMA is calling for moretime to allowcities andtownsto adequatelypreparefor thenew
law.

A numberof processesandregulationsmustbeestablishedbeforethelawgoesinto effect.Forexample,
theDepartmentof Public Healthmustestablishwhatconstitutesa60-daysupplyof thedrug,themaximum
thatpatientswill beallowedto purchaseat anyonetime.

TheDepartmentof PublicHealthmustalsoregisterdispensariesthat intendto cultivate marijuanaand
registereachdispensary’sagents.Feesfor applying for dispensarylicensesmustbe set,andpatientswill
needregistrationcardsto procuremarijuana.TheDPH mustalso issuehardshipcultivationregistrationsto
individual patients.

Thelaw callsfor stateregulationsto bein place by April 1, but theMMA is advocatingfor an effective
dateof July 1.

The law allows for up to 35 cultivationdispensariesauthorizedby thestatein thefirst year.Theremustbe
at leastonedispensaryin eachcounty,butnomore than five. Registrationfees for dispensarieswill beset
to makethe law cost-neutralto thestate.

Following voterapprovalof theballot initiative, severalcities andtownshavetaken,orplanto take, steps
to prohibit or restrictthe locationof marijuanadispensariesin their communities.

On Nov. 15, town meetingsin WakefieldandReadingapprovedzoningbylawsprohibiting marijuana
dispensaries.In Reading,nearlythree-quartersof town meetingmemberssupportedtheban.Supportwas
evenhigher in Wakefield,which hasan opentown meeting.

Thecity ofMelroseheldapublic hearingon banningdispensarieson Nov. 19.

NeighboringMalden, by contrast,hasscheduleda Dec. 12 hearingon thepossibility of establishinga
medicalmarijuanadispensaryin thecity. Thehearingwill focuson aproposalby two city councilorsto
establishuseregulationsandparkingrequirements,amongotherconditionsfor a dispensary.

Sincemarijuanawasdecriminalizedin Massachusettsfour yearsago,morethan80 cities andtownshave
strengthenedpenaltiesfor smokingmarijuanain public,accordingto RuthClay, thehealthdirectorfor
Melrose,WakefieldandReading.

While marijuanaremainsa Schedule1 drugundertheFederalControlledSubstancesAct, theU.S.
Departmentof Justicehasissuedaninformal directivenotto pursuefederalprosecutionswhenstatelaws
allowmedicalusage.

Massachusettsis the 18th stateto legalizemedicalmarijuana.

Writtenby MMA LegislativeAnalystJ. CatherineRollins

http://www.mma.org/municipalgovernment/7l54-mma-seeks-delay-of-mariiuana-

dispensaries

PS. Additional townsseekinglocalaction, include:



Quincy,Braintree,Sandwich,Bamstable,Wayland,Stoughton,Wayland,Westborough,
Walpole,Dover, Sherborne
There is broadconsensusamongthesetownsthattheyneedmoretime to prepareand
planfor potentiallocal impactofthis law.


