
From: Stuart Saginor [mailto:Stuart.Saginor@communitypreservation.org]  

Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2013 11:06 AM 
To: Community Preservation Committee; Kristen Domurad-Guichard; Roland Bartl; ksghia-

hughes@azuredynamics.com; Roland Bourdon; Ken Sghia-Hughes 
Subject: Acton Coalition Membership Dues 

 

Dear Roland, Ken, Roland, and Kristen: 

  

The Community Preservation Coalition is deeply grateful for the support of our member 

communities.  Community support is critical to our ability to provide reliable technical 

assistance to local CPCs, to hold local CPA training sessions and regional conferences, and to 

be a strong advocate for CPA statewide.  

  

It is now time to renew your community's membership to the Coalition.  We've enclosed a pdf of 

your membership invoice and w9 form (which your municipal officials may need to process the 

invoice for payment).  Once again this year, the Coalition Steering Committee voted not to 

increase the dues amount in each of our eight membership categories, which are based on the 

size of your local CPA surcharge.   

 

The Community Preservation Coalition was able to accomplish a great deal in 2012 on behalf 

of the 155 cities and towns who have adopted CPA.  Attached, please find the Coalition's 

"2012 Year in Review" report, documenting the progress of our organization in the past year.  

We would encourage you to share this report with your entire Community Preservation 

Committee. 

 

Thanks once again for your support, and do not hesitate to email or call if you have any 

questions. 

  

Regards, 

Stuart 

  

PS:  PLEASE NOTE:  The Coalition moved in mid-2012, so your accounts payable 

records will need to be updated.  Please remit payment to our new address: 

  

Community Preservation Coalition 

Attn: Stuart Saginor 

10 Milk Street, Suite 810 

Boston, MA 02108 

 

 

Stuart Saginor 

Executive Director 

Community Preservation Coalition 

10 Milk Street, Suite 810, Boston, MA 02108 

  

mailto:Stuart.Saginor@communitypreservation.org
mailto:ksghia-hughes@azuredynamics.com
mailto:ksghia-hughes@azuredynamics.com


Tel:  617-371-0540 

stuart.saginor@communitypreservation.org 

 

  

Stuart Saginor 
Executive Director 

Community Preservation Coalition 

10 Milk Street, Suite 810  
Boston, MA 02108 

Tel:  617-371-0540 
stuart.saginor@communitypreservation.org 

  
Please Note:  The Community Preservation Coalition does not render legal opinions or advice, and recommends consulting with an attorney. 
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The Community Preservation Coalition  
2012 Year in Review  

CPA Advocacy: Legislative Success in 2012! 
In July 2012, the Coalition celebrated the successful conclusion of more than six years of effort to pass An 

Act to Sustain Community Preservation. Among the highlights of the legislation were an additional $25 

million in funding for the statewide CPA Trust Fund from the FY 

2013 budget surplus. A long‐awaited amendment allowing 

communities to use their CPA funds to rehabilitate existing parks, 

playgrounds and athletic fields was also included, as well as a new 

optional exemption for the first $100,000 of commercial and 

industrial property value.  Although this legislative breakthrough 

puts the CPA program on much stronger footing, the Coalition will 

have to remain active on Beacon Hill every year to ensure that the 

$25 million is once again included in the state budget. 

 

Along with our strong legislative partners, the Coalition also monitored and took action on a small 

number of Beacon Hill bills that would potentially harm CPA. Our ongoing CPA educational efforts at the 

State House have dramatically reduced the number of such bills in recent years.  

 

CPA Technical Assistance and Communications 
A new educational and technical assistance tool was launched by the Coalition this year – webinars! 

Coalition staff developed and presented two live, online webinars on the changes to CPA resulting from 

legislative amendments passed in July. The webinars were well attended, with close to 250 CPC members 

and municipal officials participating. Coalition staff plan to make webinars a regular part of training, 

advocacy and educational outreach in 2013. 

 

The Coalition’s website was completely overhauled in late summer and early fall to update dozens of 

pages on the legislative amendments to CPA. In addition, Coalition staff began a project to improve the 

online CPA project database and develop a more user‐friendly interface to this popular feature.  

 

The Coalition continued its outreach to CPA communities on CPA best practices and other news of note 

through its electronic newsletter CPA Update. Regular email bulletins and website postings were also 

provided to member communities throughout the year. And our technical assistance service had another 

busy year, responding to almost 4,000 technical assistance requests via email and telephone. 

 
CPA Adoption 
Legislative success spilled over to adoption success in 2012, as seven new communities adopted CPA on 

November 6, 2012, including four cities. New CPA communities include Beverly, Canton, Fall River, Great 

Barrington, Salem, Somerset, and Somerville. The CPA amendments brought new energy to the CPA 

program, and welcoming more communities to the program, especially cities, has already strengthened 

the Coalition’s advocacy profile on Beacon Hill.  



CPA Statewide Conferences & Local Presentations 
The Coalition’s Northeast Massachusetts Regional conference was held on December 1st in Chelmsford 

at the Chelmsford Art Center. Representatives from over 50 different CPA communities attended, 

including some from as far away as Cape Cod and Western Massachusetts. Plans are already 

underway for the next CPA conference, to be held in Northampton in 2013. 

 

In addition, the Coalition traveled to many CPA communities in 2012 for in‐person presentations, 

providing updates on recent developments with CPA and training for all newly‐appointed 

Community Preservation Committees. Lastly, with help from a grant from the Open Space Institute, 

the Coalition undertook a variety of activities to help CPA communities use the state’s new BioMap2 

online mapping to prioritize open space land acquisitions.  

   

Coalition Operations 
As in previous years, the vast majority (96%) of eligible CPA communities joined the Coalition in 2012. 

The Coalition is grateful for the support of its member communities, which allows it to continue its 

statewide efforts on behalf of the CPA. We also continue to receive support from four charitable 

foundations and our seven Coalition partners. 

 

We conducted an online survey in 2012 to help us understand how the Coalition could improve its 

services. Results of the survey were very positive, with the Coalition earning especially high marks for 

its technical assistance services and advocacy work. Respondents offered a number of suggestions, and 

Coalition staff will continue to act on these suggestions in the coming year.   

 

Coalition Steering Committee member 

Andrea Langhauser from Norfolk, one of 

four community representatives on the 

Steering Committee, stepped down during 

2012. We are grateful for Andrea‘s generous 

contribution of time to further community 

preservation statewide. The Coalition 

launched a search for a new community 

representative in late summer, and Robert 

Wagner, Chair of the Hatfield Community 

Preservation Committee, was chosen to fill 

the vacant position. The Steering Committee 

was pleased to have our first (long overdue) 

representative from Western Massachusetts.  

 

Lastly, the Coalition moved offices in 2012, 

relocating along with The Trust for Public 

Land Massachusetts office to an historic 

office building next to the Old South Church 

near Downtown Crossing in Boston. Come 

visit the next time you are in the area! 

Fiscal Year 2012 Coalition Financial Report  
 
Revenue 

Foundation Grants       $57,900 

Community Members & Misc.    $278,100 

Total Revenue     $336,000 

 
Expenses 
Personnel Costs:     $186,600 

Benefits & Personnel Overhead     $62,100 

Advocacy Costs       $16,000 

Professional Services                    $1,950 

Travel and Meeting Costs         $8,200 

Rent and Office Costs        $26,000 

Legal, Financial, Admin. & Misc.      $27,200 

Total Expenses     $328,050 

www.communitypreservation.org / 617.367.8998 



 
 
January 8, 2013 
 
Community Preservation Committee 
Town of Acton 
Acton Town Hall 
472 Main St. 
Acton, MA 01720 

 
2013 Community Preservation Coalition Dues Notice 
 
Calendar year membership dues………………..$3,000 
  
Please make checks payable to:  Community Preservation Coalition 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The Coalition has moved! 
Please remit to our new address: 
Community Preservation Coalition 
Attn:  Stuart Saginor 
10 Milk Street, Suite 810 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
 
Contact the Community Preservation Coalition with any questions at  
617-367-8998. 
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