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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

AREA FORM

ARCI-UTECTtJRAL DESCRIPTION [] see continuation sheet

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms ofother areas within the community.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ] see continuation sheet
Explain historical development ofthe area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development ofthe commu

nity.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ] see continuation shect

j] Recommended as a National Register District. Ifchecked, you must attach a completed National Reg*ter

Criteria Statementform.
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town
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ARCHIVE MAP
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town troperrv Addrcn

Actota LL&-l 25,, £nnror=-RdMASSACHUSETTS HtTORCAL COMti’Ot\

MASSACHUSETTS ARcH 1VIS B ILDING

220 M0RRIssEY BOULEVARD 0

BOSTON, MASSAC{USETTS 02125

RCHITECTUP.1L DESCRIPTION

The Fc,rbes—Norrisori Farm .rea is comprised of the former
Forhe1orriaon Farm at 116 Concord Road of 34 5 acres of
alluvial glacial soils on a level plain of Nashoha Srook,
including 16.5 acres of pasture land (ACT.924) and 16 acres
of woodland (ACP.925) now owned by the Town of cton. wit.h
an additional 17 acres of vetland along Nashoba Brook of
e Pond at l20-i2B Concord Road (ACT.96), also owned by
the Town of Acton. The area contains several buildings, and
other structures related to the original dairy farm and ice
business formerly operated on the site. The oldest surviving
structure is the £lw928 over Nashoba Broo1 at
the upper (north) endof Ice House Pond, set. behind the John
Pobbins House at 144 Great Road (CTI. The causeway was
apparently constructed during the early 19th century. likely
after the Robbins House was built in 1799—1800, and before
the Franingharn & Lowell Railroad (Penn Central. abandoned)
was built in 1671. The causeway conaists of an earthen
roadway lined with stone walls on both the east. and west
side of Nashoba Brook, with a gap at the brook where a
wooden bridge was formerly located (now razed). A 20th
century structure is also evIdent, on the west shore of Ice
House Pond at 120—lZB Concord Road. The concrete foundation
of a former h2use kCT.927 apparently built in
1929-1932, located on the sit-c of an earlier wood framed Ice
house shown on the 1875 and 1869 AtlaseS. The present
foundation is aligned to Concord Road with a poured conorete
wall approximately 100 feet in length and the remains of a
curved concrete wall overlooking lea Rouse Pond, apparently
part of the original structure. The Ice hou remained
active until ca19S5 when it was abandoned after hurricane
damage (Planer, 2004). The original mlii dam for Ice House
Pond was formed by the location of Concord Road. established
in 1749, with reconstruction as a granite emhan}ouecit. and
bridgeway in the mid—l9th century (Planer 200i22L recently
rebuilt as a concrete culvert in 1995 by the town (York
2006). The original 1ucew5y Is located at 127 Concord Road
at the site of the saw mill established in ca.1670 by Cpt..
I’Theeler (not surveyed).

The Forbes-Morrison Farm at 11$ Concord_Road consists of a
farmer dairy farm with the Forbes-Morrison House (ACT.657),
barn (ACT.658), auto garage (ACTj, tool house (ACT.660).

(continued)

t195
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO1ISSLON

Acton 116-128 Concord Rd.
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MoluussEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

(continued)

Area(s) Form No.
To 657—660
L

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION II
and other outlying structures. These were apparently builtby the Concord Ice Company for Edward Forbes in 1932—1933,likely from standard plans by an unknown architect. TheForbes—Morrison House (ACP.657) follows a side hail plan oftwo stories with a gable end roof and right side sun room,set on a concrete foundation. The design is a plainfunctional Colonial Revival—Craftsman Style with minimaldetails, as seen in the flared belt course and the porticoelectric lamps. Other details include the paired windows onthe facade and the geometric brick fireplace in the mainparlor room. The wood shingle siding and concrete stairs ofthe portico entrance are original to the design. The barn(ACT.658) is a substantial wood framed building, set on aconcrete foundation, with a gable end roof. The barn has twocentral sliding doors on both north and south side forming acentral passage with a smaller door on the right facade,reportedly for the oxen used in the ice harvest on Ice HousePond (?CT.926) by the Concord Ice Company (Whittier 2006).s.with the interior apparently intact, remodeled for later useas a horse stable. The design is similar to the main housewith shingle siding and small paned stable windows on boththe north and south sides. The auto garage (ACT.659) is asingle bay plan with gable ends and shingle siding, withoriginal hinged doors in dutch style. An adjacent hen house(ACT.660)) is built of clapboard on a earth foundation, anda rear chicken coop is of plain functional construction (notsurveyed). Other related structures include wood fencingnear the main house and barn that likely date to the horsecorals erected after 1954 when the farm was purchased byJohn Morrison (not surveyed).

The Forbes-Morrison Farm is bounded by a stone wall(ACT.923) on the west side with Woodlawn Cemetery, and onthe north side, with a division wall between the openpasture and the woodland. These are of free stone boulderconstruction in the traditional style, and likely date tothe mid-18t.h century Joseph Robbins Farm (see ACT.929) ofca.1750. The original Robbins farm occupied part of theCapt. Wheeler grant of 1669 for pasture grazing, and it ispossible that some of the walls might predate the Robbinsfarm development. At present, the open pasture land(ACT.924) has been actively maintained since the mld-2Othcentury, and might have been possibly part of the originalWheeler grant pasture. The north section of the

F
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FOEM CONTINUATION SHEET TOI PwpvMdr

Anon 116—128 Concord Rd.
MASSACHUSETTS HiSTORICAL COON

MASSACI{USETTS ARCinvES BUitCING f0h!2,__

2.20 MoRusSEy BOULEVARD

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

AP.CHITECTUP?L DESCRIPTION ITT

Forbes-Morrison Farm is woodland (ACT.925), now primarily
second growth white pine forest since before World War IX
former cuarry site is also located within the woodland ares.
likely of 19th century date (Tinden 2006).

The Forbes-Morrison Farm Area comprises one of the last
intact surviving farmsteads in Anton with original buildings
dating to the mid-2Oth cent.uty, including a farm house dairy
barn garage. Th Ice House Pond area contains several
structures of note, including an early 19th century causeway
behind 144 Great Road (ACT.41).and a eld—2Oth century ice
house foundation at 120-128 Concord Road. The farm 1nd s
comprfsed of 325 acres of pasture and woodland that have
remained intact from farmland dating to the inid-lBth century
defined by surviving stone walls. Moreover, the present open
pasture possibly dates f roe the Wheeler grant of the late
i7th century, a remarkable continuity of agricultural
landscape in the EUStOYL area.

195
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address
Acton 116—128 Concord Rd.MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL Cor.aLssIoN

MASSACHUSETTS ARcrnvEs BUILDING Axe(s) Porn, No.220 M0RRIssEY BOULEVARD
0 923-928BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
The Forbes—Morrison Farm Area consists of 32.5 acres offormer the Forbes-Morrison Farm at 116 Concord Road(ACT.924—925) with buildings dated to 1932—1933(ACT.657—660) by deeds and local histories, and 17 acres ofwetland along Nashoba Brook forming Ice House Pond at120-128 Concord Road (ACT.926) with relict structures datedto the 19th and 20th centuries (ACT.927—928) by deeds, mapsand photographs. Both properties are now owned by the Townof Acton, acquired in 1997 and 1980 respectively. The areawas originally part of the Captain Thomas Wheeler grant of1669 for 200 acres of cattle grazing land west of NashobaBrook (Fletcher 1890:239). Reconstruction of the Wheelergrant on modern maps indicates that a section of theoriginal grazing land includes the section of the presentForbes-Morrison Farm (Choate 1994), comprising the presentopen pasture land at 116 Concord Road. The area was thenincluded as part of the Nathan Robbins Farm after the deathof Cpt. Wheeler in 1676, and later inherited by JosephRobbins as his farm at 110 Concord Road (see ACT. 929)established in ca.1750 (Nylander ca.1980). The Robbina farmwas inherited by John Robbins before 1800 and portions ofthe property, including the parcel at 116 Concord Road,inherited by Elbridge Robbins from George W. Robbins after1836 (Nylander ca.1980). It is likely that the survivingstone wall (ACT.923) on the west boundary of theForbes—Morrison Farm at Woodlawn Cemetery is possibly datedto the mid-lSth century Joseph Robbins Farm, including thesurviving stone wall dividing the present pasture land fromthe rear (north) woodland area. The 1830 Hales Map shows theRobbins Farm. area as open land, including the presentForbes—Morrison Farm, both pasture (ACT.924) and rearwoodland (ACT.925) . After 1836 the Robbins Farm wasabandoned when George W. Robbins moved to Lowell (Nylanderca.1980). The present area of the Forbes—Morrison Farm wasapparently included within the John Robbins Farm at 144Great Road (ACT.41) after 1836. It is likely that thesurviving causeway over Nashoba Brook (ACT.928) to the rear

-

of the John Robbins House (ACT.41) was constructed duringthe early 19th century to connect the two Robbins Farms,although no indication is given on the 1830 Hales or the1856 Walling Maps of the causeway location. The farm land at116 Concord Road was subsequently included with
(continued)
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Than l’ropmtv Addrcm

Acton 316—)2 Concord Rd.
MAssAcIiusFrrs HISTORiCAL COMMISSION

MaskctciiTm Arcivts BultotNc F 65 i—660220 Moruussnr BOULEVARD 923-92
BOST0N MASSACi-mstrrs 02 125

hISTORiCAL NARRATIVE IT

the Eihddge RObbinG estate j 1591 as part of the “100
acres west of Nashoba Brook’ in the sale to his wife, Mary
Robbing (Middlesex 2158—125). Thereafter the present
farmland was transferred from Nary Robbins to Amelia Robbins
in 1908 and to Bernard Morath and Thomas 4cGrath in 1920 as
t-he 100 acre parcel. In 1929 this parcel was sold to the
Concord Ice Company (Middlesex 5341-il’?). established in
1921 by John F. Forba and William Grace, employees of the
Boston Ice Company. In 1932, the section west. of Ie House
Fond was sold t.o Edward L Forbes, brother of John Forbes,
with his wife Anna (Middlesex 5685—28]), including the
present Forbes—Morrison Farm at. 116 Concord Road. Edward
Forbes is first listed in the Acton Tax valuation in 1933.
thus dating construction of the house (ACP.657), and likely
the barn QT.658 garage (ACT.659 and hen house (ACT.6j
to 193-1933 as unique Pepresor pcrioci farm hoiloings an
Acton The farm was apparently used In conjunction with the
Concord Ice Company ice harvest. operatIons on Ice House Pond
(ACT.926), with oxen stabled in the barn (ACT.658) and
related graring pasture (RCT.924) (Whittier 2006).

The land use of the Forbes—Morrison Farm can be
reconstructed from USGS topographic maps of the Maynard
Quadrangle for 1940-1943 that show the present pasture land
924 was open land in 1941, while the rear woodland
iACT.91 was forested in 194] at. the start of World War 1!.
This confirms the field survey by Tidman (2906) that reports
the present white pine forest dates to ca 1930 as a second
growth woodland. The Forbes Farm was sold in 1932 to John D.
Dartmoot.h of Wellesley and purchased in 1954 by John C.
Morrison with 16 acres of pasture, 16 acres of woodland, and
a half-acre for the house and barn. The property was
converted for usc as a horse farm after 195$ and was
maintained until I989 sold to the son, John C. Morrison In
1976. In 1997 the Forbes-Morrison Farm was acquired by the
Town of Pcton as municipal property.

The Ice Rouse Pond (ACT.926) arcs of 17 acres along Nashoha
Irook has been used for sew mill nd iron forge water power
since a. mill, dam established ir ca.1750 at the site cf
present 127 Concord Roan (not surveyed), outside the town
municipal property area- The earliest detailed map of the
area, tiie 179.4 Town Nap. shows Nashob Brook as a dotted

(continued)
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COM1flSSL0N
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHiVES BUILDING
2.20 MORIUSSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE III

line, with the saw mill south of Concord Road (127 ConcordRoad), without indicating a mill pond. Likewise, the 1830Hales Map also shows Nashoba Brook as a flowing streamwithout a mill pond indicated. The earliest map to show thepresent Ice Rouse Pond is the 1856 walling Map, suggestingthe present pond was formed sometime after 1830, possibly inrelationship to the Wetherbee Mill at 94 Great Road (BursawOil Co., not surveyed). The Ice House Pond (ACT.926) hasbeen a semi—permanent feature, reportedly drainedperiodically, the most recent in 1995 (York 2006). Theearliest ice house is shown on the 1875 Beers Atlas of EastAction Village, on the north side of Concord Road, and againon the 1889 Walker Atlas, near the present foundation of theConcord Ice Company ice house (ACT.927). This ice house alsoappears on the 1889 Walker Atlas and in late 19th centuryphotographs (Klauer 2001:22). The present ice housefoundation (ACT.927) was apparently built after 1929 withthe purchase of the Elbridge Robbins property by the ConcordIce Company, and likely completed in 1932 with the sale ofthe pasture and woodland to Edward Forbes for theForbes-Morrison Farm (see above). The ice house is shownclearly on the 1950 Maynard Quadrangle, and was active untilthe hurricane season of 1954—1955 (Klauer 2004)
The Forbes-Morrison Farm Area is of significant historicvalue as a surviving segment of open pasture land from the17th century Cpt. Wheeler Grant and a rare intact 20thcentury farmstead within Acton, including the 19th centuryIce House Pond wetland along Nashoba Brook and surviving18th century stone walls of the earlier Robbins Farm. TheForbes—Morrison Farm at 116 Concord Road includes a uniquecollection of Depression era farm buildings from the 1930s,while the Ice House Pond includes remains of a Modern Periodice house that functioned until the 1950s, as well as anearly 19th century causeway over Nashoba Brook behind theJohn Robbins House at 144 Great Road. As an ensemble, thesefeatures preserve an agricultural landscape that has been incontinuous use since the Early Colonial Period of the Cpt.Wheeler Grant in 1669.

I/9
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTENUATION SHEET Toi-i

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES Bu JIP1NO

220 Motuussw BOULEVARD

BosToN, MASSAC!USETTS 0Z125

MHC* ADDRESS__________ NAME DATE

657 116 Concord Rd Forbes-Morrison Ho. 1932—33
658 116 Concord Rd. Forbes—Morrison Barn 1932—33
659 116 Concord Ed. Fcrbes-Morriaon Grag&32-33
660 116 Concord Rd. Forbes—Morrison Hen T-lo’32—33
923 116 Concord Rd. stone wail ?18t.h C.
924 116 Concord Rd pasture land ?1?tb C.
925 116 Concord Rd.. woodland 20th C.
926 120-128 Concord Rd. Ice House Fond 19th C.
927 120—128 Concord Rd. Ice House foundation 1929—32
928 144 Great Rd-Rear Nashoba Brook causeway 19th C.

i /91

Property Mdrtss

1 1 F_12R_cr1_nd

krr(’ Fwm-iz
AREA DMA SHEET

FORSES-MORRI SON FARM
ACTON MASSACHUSETTS
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address

Acton 116-128 Concord Pd.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Acton Town Tax Valuations. Acton: by the town, 1932—1934.Army Map Service. Maynard Quadrangle (1:25,000) Washington:AMS, 1943.
Acton Tax Valuations. Acton: by the town, 1932—1934.Atlas of Middlesex County. New York: J.B. Neers, 1875.Atlas of Middlesex County. Boston. G.W. Walker, 1889.Choate, Isabella V.. Map of Acton, First and SecondDivisions of Concord Village, 1732-1734. Avton, ActonHistorical Society, 1994. printout.Fletcher, James. Acton in History. Philadelphia: J.W. Lewis,1890.
Karr, Ronald Dale. The Rail Lines of Southern New England.Pepperell, MA: Branch Line Press, 1995.Klauer, William A. Acton, Images of. America. Charleston, SC:Arcadia Publishing, 2001.[ 3. Morrison Farm Master Plan. Acton: by the town,2004.
Hopkins, Gigi. The Morrison Farm; A Short History. Acton:Morrison Farm Planning Committee, 2006. printoutMap of Middlesex County. Boston: H.F. Walling, 1856.Middlesex Deeds (Cambridge). 116 Concord Rd. :2158—125(1892), 3529—47 (1908), 4328—421 (1920), 5341—117(1929), 5685—28 (1932), 7893—489 (1952), 8261—259(1954), 13547—48 (1978), 27831—287 (1997). 120—128Concord Rd.: 5341—117 (1929), 13976—255 (1980).Nylander, Robert H. The Robbins Family. Acton: ActonHistorical Society, ca.1980, manuscript.Phalen, Harold R. History of the Town of Acton. Cambridge:Middlesex Inc., 1954.Plan of Acton by J.G. Hales. Boston: Mass. Archives, 1830.Plan of Acton. Boston. Mass. Archives, 1794.Tidman, Tom. Harrison Farm Woodland, email to A. Krim,6 March 2006.

U.S. Geological Survey. Maynard Quadrangle (1:31:680).Washington: UGGS, 1941, 1950.

_____

Maynard Quadrangle (1:25,000) Aerial Photomontage.Washington: USGS, 1977.York, Cory. Acton, Engineering Department, Telephone with A..Krini, 1 March 2006.Whittier, John. Interview with A. Forbes, 19 March 2006.Wood, Franklin p. “Acton,” In History of Middlesex County by.S.A. Drake. Boson: Estes and Lawrence, 1880, Vol I,pp.196—208.

1/95

Area(s) Form No.r0 i

44 Morrison Farm Reuse Plan



Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

iNVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET i Property Address

MASSACHUSETTS H ISTORICAL COMM LSS1O

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD

ActojJL—128 fnrnr d

Are) Form N,r 657— 660

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

rhes-Norri son House
6 Concord Road
P.657

rbes—Norrison Earn
6 Concord Road
P.658

rbes—Norrjson Farm
6 Concord Road

rage ACT.659
n House ACT.660
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address

Pcton 1116—128 Concord Rd

Ar(

MASSACI-IUSETTS HISTORICAL CoIssIoN
MASSACHUSETrS ARcHIvEs BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETrS 02125

Forbes Morrison Farm
116 Concord Road
Stone Wall ACT.923
West Boundary

Ice House Pond
120—128 Concord Rd.
Causeway ACT.928
(144 Great Road Rear)

(ACT . 41)

Ice House Pond
120—128 Concord Rd
Causeway ACT.928
(144 Great Road Rear)

(ACT.41)

1/95

I46 Morrison Farm Reuse Plan



Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

M\SSACWSRTTS H11’OR1CM (k1ISSJOt1 Town Propcrty Ad&s

MAssAcusrrTs ARCHIVES
Actori I 16-i 28ConeriLR.220 on.nssty BOULEVARD

No.BOSTON, M,ssAcHuSnrrs 02125
I1660

NATIONAL REGISTER OF I-{ISTORLC PLACES
Criteria Statement Ponu

Cho& Il t]ia pp!y;

Individua[Iy eligible 0 Eligilik only in a historic district
lii CGnrrtbuUng to s poend historic district U Potential historic district

Criteri A 06 C Cli)

OerlaCordcrations; DA OR 0 C (3D DE OF IJG

-, - rthur Xrirnbtatetnent ut Sigrnhctnce u —

T& critsria thar rrc cbrckcd n tbr abevf sections mrnt bcjzstiJrea bere.

The Fcsrbes—Norrison Farm Area is comoosed of two parcels,
Including the Forbes-Harrison Farm at 116 Concord oad of
32.5 acres and the Ice House Pond at 120—128 Concord Road
along Nashoha Prook of 17, acres, both acquired by the. Town
of Acton in 1997 and 1980 respectively. The Forbes-MorrisonFarm remains intact as a utid—20th century farmetead
established during the Great Depression by £dward torbes
and later owned by John Morrison after 1954. mm property
includes the original 193Z—1933 farm house and barn wIth
18th century stone walls bounding the pasture and woodlandr
that comprise the grazing land of the 17th century Capt.ainThomas Wheeler Grant of 1669. The ice house Pond containsthe relict structures of a 20th century ice house, built in
1929-1932 by the Concord Ice Company, and a 19th centurycauseway over Nashoba Brools behind the John Robbins House at-144 Great Road. ‘The ice Pond was created sonetime after 1830and before 1656 for commercial ice harvesting that
continued until ca,]955, The Forbes—Morrison Farm Area is
recommended for National Register Consideration underCriteria A for its association with the early history of
Acton and Concar& and Criteria C for its historic
agricultural landscape, iritact since the 17th century, arid
the well-preserved Depressiori period farnatead of house,
barn and out buHdirigs.
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Appendix 1: Historic inventory, continued

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Toi Property Mdress
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING

Acton 116—i 28ooz.tLFcL..220 MoRRISSEY BouIvARt’
No.BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

[°i I
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Criteria Statement Form

Che& all that apply:

Individually eligible 0 Eligible onlym a historic district
Contributing to a potential historic district IJPotential historic district

Criteria: l A (]B C 0 D

Criteria Considerations 0 A I] B U C 0 D C] E C] F C] G

Statement of Significance Krim
Thc criteria that are checked in the above Lectiolu vuur beju.rtzfied here.

The Forbes-Morrison Farm Area is composed of two parcels,including the Forbes-Morrison Farm at 116 Concord Road of32.5 acres and the Ice House Pond at 120-128 Concord Roadalong t’Tashoba Brook of 17, acres, both acquired by the. Townof Acton in 1997 and 1980 respectively. The Forbes-MorrisonFarm remains intact as a mid—2Oth century farmsteadestablished during the Great Depression by Edward Forbes,and later owned by John Morrison after 1954. The propertyincludes the original 1932—1933 farm house and barn with18th century stone walls bounding the pasture and woodland,that comprise the grazing land of the 17th century CaptainThomas Wheeler Grant of 1669. The Ice House Pond containsthe relict structures of a 20th century ice house, built in1929—1932 by the Concord Ice Company, and a 19th centurycauseway over Nashoba Brook behind the John Robbins House at144 Great Road. The Ice Pond wa created sometime after 1830and before 1856 for commercial ice harvesting, thatcontinued until ca.1955. The Forbes—Morrison Farm Area isrecommended for National Register Consideration underCriteria A for its association with the early history ofActon and Concord, and Criteria C for its historicagricultural landscape, intact since the 17th century, andthe well—preserved Depression period farmstead of house,barn and out buildings.
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