
 
February 12, 2013 

Mr. Roland Bourdon 
Chair, Community Preservation Committee 
c/o Mr. Roland Bartl, Town Planner 
Town Hall 
Acton, MA 01720 
 
Dear Mr. Bourdon: 
 

I am writing in support of the Town’s efforts to turn the Morrison property into an historic, open 
space, nature, and recreation park.  I have toured the property and spoken with members of the 
committee and am very pleased to offer my support, particularly of the proposed Morrison 
Nature & History Center, which will be a new community gather space, and an opportunity for 
some cooperative programming involving us. 

Outdoor, family-friendly spaces, such as is envisioned for Morrison Farm, are more important 
than ever. The past few decades have seen several negative trends in the health and well-being 
of America’s children: the childhood obesity rate has tripled in the last thirty years, and at this 
point more than one-third of American’s children are overweight; Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD) is on the rise: from 2003-2007 the incidence of parent-reported diagnosis of a 
child with ADHD rose 22%; and American creativity scores as measured by psychologist E. Paul 
Torrance’s Creativity Quotient (CQ) have fallen steadily since 1990 . Children are spending 
significantly less time outdoors as compared to one or more decades ago; and yet, a substantial 
body of research indicates that connecting to nature has a positive impact on children’s activity 
level, concentration, and creativity. Furthermore, researchers have found a positive correlation 
between time spent in nature and improved attention span, including a reduction in ADHD 
symptoms. Psychologists have documented ways in which natural settings foster creative 
expression: landscape elements and natural objects lend themselves to imaginative 
interpretation more readily than manufactured objects. 

There are many facets to the physical and mental health issues facing American children today, 
but one of the most effective solutions to these problems is also one of the simplest: Send them 
outside to play!  As the plans for Morrison Farm evolve, I look forward to continuing to be 
involved and to making it a successful part of the network of Acton-based institutions that 
support our families. 

We look forward to your support for this request. We appreciate all of the ongoing support from 
Acton of The Discovery Museums, and we look forward to continuing our conversations about 
this project. 

Sincerely, 

 

 Neil H. Gordon 
 Chief Executive Officer 


