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February 14, 2013 

 

Mr. Roland Bourdon  

Community Preservation Committee 

c/o Roland Bartl, Planning Director 

472 Main Street 

Acton, MA 01720 

Re: NARA Picnic Pavilion Revenue Potential  

 

Dear  Mr. Bourdon, 

 

In follow up to my January 10, 2013 presentation to the CPC regarding funding for the NARA  Picnic Pavilion, I 

offer the following information in support of the revenue producing potential for this facility. 

 

o Picnic rentals at NARA are an important revenue source.  In the last three years, overall NARA Picnic 

rental income averaged $8,000 per year.  The addition of the NARA Picnic Pavilion, capable of supporting 

upscale gatherings, is conservatively expected to more than double our rental income.  In addition, the 

aesthetic appeal of a permanent picnic facility will not only support our park, it will bring business to our 

local community.    

 

o The Recreation Department has obtained approved contracts from Town Counsel to offer an inclusive 

Corporate Outings package to prospective applicants for use of the Picnic Pavilion.  These documents can 

be found in the CPA application, including a contract between the Town of Acton and caterers, and 

contract between the Town of Acton and renters.   

 

o I have enclosed a sample 2014 Recreation Corporate Outings pamphlet, which describes the all-inclusive 

package and contains a calendar, listing available daytime dates from May – October for use of the 

Pavilion. Weekday dates that are excluded are due to the operation of NARA Summer Camp, which 

utilizes the entire park.  We make Thursdays available for corporate and private events because the Camp is 

offsite attending a field trip. 

 

o Based on the capacity cited in the Corporate Events pamphlet 2014 calendar, there are 66 possible weekday 

daytime slots, 10AM-4PM that can be booked.  Assuming a 30% enrollment rate for year 1, with an 

average of 100 attendees paying $500 per outing, we expect to bring in $10,000 per season for both 

corporate and private events.   

 

o The Picnic Pavilion is also available on weekends and for evening events, allowing even more rental  

revenue potential. Because the Picnic Pavilion will have interior lighting, this will broaden the availability 

of this facility for evening events. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Cathy Fochtman 

Town of Acton Recreation Director 

 

http://www.acton-ma.gov/recreation


 



 


