
file:///C|/Users/kgorman/Desktop/FW%20New%20Siting.txt[2/28/2013 11:34:39 AM]

From:   William Mullin [WMullin@wcu.com]
Sent:   Tuesday, February 26, 2013 7:17 PM
To:     Community Preservation Committee
Cc:     Morrison Committee
Subject:        FW: New Siting
Attachments:    Morrison Farm Brochure-trifold_02-25-13_2 (2).pdf; Morrison Farm 
Master_Plan 022213.pdf; Morrison Farm NH Center Detail_022513.pdf

Hello- 
 
At our last meeting, a couple of my takeaway assignments were:
1.      To get more specificity and consensus around the siting of the community gathering building, and
2.      To get more clarity on the feelings of the Board of Selectmen with respect thereto.

Quite briefly, I believe we have made excellent progress on both counts.

1.      Please find a new overall site plan with a closer window at the siting of the Morrison Nature & 
History Center.  This new plan arose from the ideas of John Earle, one of the community gardeners 
and has received a lot of positive feedback.  Last Wednesday, the Morrison Farm Committee voted 
unanimously to support this siting of the building.  It has many benefits, including maintaining the 
relationship between the farmhouse and the new building as the existing barn is not reasonably 
salvageable for public purposes.
2.      Also, last night, the BoS had a comprehensive conversation and review of our plans.  I am very 
pleased to report that their support for creating a Living History Park at Morrison, as manifested by 
a vote in favor of our plan, did not change.  Thank you to the BoS for this opportunity to discuss 
important issues in a thoughtful manner.

I am off to a FinCom meeting right now and hope to get you some more information tomorrow as answers 
to some of questions that have popped up, but I wanted you all to have this asap.

Sincerely,

Bill

 
From: William Mullin 
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2013 3:31 PM 
To: bos@acton-ma.gov 
Cc: mc@acton-ma.gov; Tom Tidman (ttidman@acton-ma.gov); cfochtman@acton-ma.gov; Tom Ryan 
(tryan@ryan-assoc.com) 
Subject: New Siting
Hello Friends-
 
As I promised attached are new site plans showing the shift of the Morrison Nature & History Center a 
bit forward.
 
Also, I attach our revised Trifold handout that is updated by listing the organizations that have recently 
written of their support for our Living History Park.
 
If there is something specific you would like me to address, please let me know.
 
Best,
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Bill
 
 



A L iv in g H is to r y Pa r k a t
Morrison 

Farm

  Four Centuries / 

            Four Seasons

Creating a new multi-purpose 

park in the context of 

Morrison Farm’s four centuries

Why Do We Want to Do This?T he Mo r r is o n Fa r m Va lu e P ro po s i t io n :I f w e c r e a t e a n e w L iv i n g H is to r y P a r k…
T h e a p p ro v a l o f t h e Mo r r is o n Fa r m I m p leGm e n ta t io n P la n w i l l e n s u r e t h a t t h is p r eKc i o u s l a n d, a t i ts k e ys to n e l o c a t i o n i n o u rto w n, is s av e d fo r t h e e n j o y m e n t o f a l l.

w i l l h av e a u n iq u e o p p o r t u n i t yto e x p e r i e n c e n a t u r e, to a c t iv eKl y a n d p as s iv e l y e x e r c is e, a n dto l e a r n a b o u t o u r p as t…w h i l e fo r ev e r p r es e rv i n g t h eM o r r is o n F a r m, I c e H o us eP o n d, E as t A c to n V i l l a g e C o m K
c a p t u r i n g t h e g i f ts o f n a t u r ea n d t h e es s e n c e o f A c to n ’sfo u r c e n t u r i es o f h is to r y…a t a co s t o f a p p ro x i m a t e l y$ 2. 8 m m …a l l p eo p l e i n A c to n a n d o u rb ro a d e r co m m u n i t y…m o n, a n d T h e C a p t a i n Ro b b i n s H o m es t e a dS i t e.

P h o t o : A c t o n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y

Four Centuries/

Four Seasons

T h is do c u m e n t ha s b e e n c r ea t e d a n dp a i d fo r byT h e F r i e n d s o f Mo r r is o n Fa r m, I n c. , a 5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )c ha r i ta b l e o r g a n iz a t io n fo r m e d to a i dw i t h t h e c r e�a t io n o f a L iv i n g H i s to ry Pa r k a t Mo r r is o n Fa r m a n dn ea r by To w n o f A c to n lo ca t io n s . Fo r mo r e i n fo r ma �t io n , p l ea s e co n ta c t B i l l M u l l i n a t 9 7 8� 2 6 3� 5 9 7 2 o rw m u l l i n @w c u . co m .   

Mo r r is o n Fa r m Co m m i t te eT h e F r i e n ds o f Mo r r i s o n F a r mP h o t o s b y J o h n E a r l e



T he Mo r r is o n Fa r m I m p le m e n ta t io n P l a n is am u l t iÌ e le me n t, m u l t iÌ ye a r p r o g r a m t h a t s e e ks a t oÌt a l o f $ 2 , 7 8 2 , 0 0 0. A p o r t i o n w i l l be ‘e x pe ns e d ’ ,f r o m c u r re n t ye a r C o m m u n i t y P re s e r v a t i o n A c tf u n ds ; a n o t he r p o r t i o n w i l l be ‘ b o n de d ’ p a yÌi n g o ve r t i me . T he f o l l o w i n g is a s u m m a r y o f t hec os ts s o r te d b y e a c h m a j o r e le me n t o f t he P l a n.
Pr iv a te Do n a t io n sT he F r ie n ds o f M o r r is o n F a r m , I n c. is a u g me n t i n gf u n d i n g w i t h p r i v a te i nÌ k i n d a n d c as h re s o u r ce s . T heF r ie n ds h a ve c o m m i t me n ts i n e x ce s s o f $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,w h i c h w i l l a l l o w a r c h i te c t u re , l a n ds c a pe a r c h i te c t u re ,a r c h ae o l o g i c a l s u r ve y, a n d c i v i l e n g i ne e r i n g t o bec o n d u c te d c o n c u r re n t l y w i t h t he a p p r o v a l p r o ce s so f t he M o r r is o n F a r m I m p le m e n t a t i o n P l a n.Br o a d Su p po r tT he M o r r is o n F a r m I m p le m e n t a t io n P la n h as be e ne n d o rs e d b y :T he Bo a r d o f Se le c t me nT he H is to r i c a l Co m m is s io nT he Ce me te r y Co m m is s i o n (w i t h re s pe c t to T he C a p�t a i n Ro b b i n s H o me s te a d S i te )T he Re c re a t i o n Co m m i s s io nT he F r ie n d s o f M o r r i s o n F a r mA c to n G a r de n C lu bA c to n F a m i l y Ne tw o r kA c to n 2 0 2 0 I m p le me n t a t i o n Co m m i t te e••••••••

What is the Morrison Farm and 

Why is it Important?

M u c h l i ke t he m a g n i f i ce n t ‘ E me r a l d Ne c k l a ce ’o f B os t o n , as c re a te d b y F re de r i c k L a w O l mÌs te d o ve r a ce n t u r y a g o, t he e le me n ts o f M o rÌr is o n F a r m a re a p a r t o f a w h o le , l i n k i n g t o t heB r u ce F re e m a n R a i l T r a i l , E as t A c t o n V i l l a ge ,W o o d l a w n Ce me te r y a n d T he C a p t a i n R o bÌb i n s H o me s te a d S i te , a n d re a c h i n g t o w a r d o u rH is t o r i c Ce n te r o f A c t o n.

What Are We Trying To Do?T he M o r r is o n Fa r m I m p le m e n ta t io n P la n s e e ks t oc re a te a ne w, l i v i n g h is t o r y p a r k.
T he f o l l o w i n g a re t he m a j o r e le me n ts :T he F o re s tT he T r a i lsT he O r g a n i c F a r msT he P l a y i n g F ie l dT he Me a d o wsT he M o r r is o n N a t u re a n d H is t o r y Ce n te rT he C a p t a i n R o b b i n s H o me s te a d S i teT he I ce H o us eT he P l a y / P i c n i c G r o u n d sT he E as t A c t o n V i l l a ge C o m m o n•••••••••• T he M o r r is o n F a r m C o m m i t te e i s c o m p r is e do f a b r o a d re p re s e n t a t i o n o f o u r c o m m u n i t y.P le as e fe e l f re e t o c o n t a c t a n y me m be r f o rm o re i n f o r m a t i o n.B i l l M u l l i n , C h a i r A n d y M a ge eK i t t y C u n k le m a n , C le r k C h i p O r c u t tC h a r l ie A a r o ns o n D o u g T i n d a lA n n C h a n g T o m T i d m a n , T o w n o fW a l te r F os te r A c t o n N a t u r a lPe te r G r o ve r Re s o u r ce s D i re c t o rT o v ie w a c o m p le te c o p y o f t heMo r r is o n F a r m I m p l e m e n ta t io n P la n, g o t o :h t t p : / / w w w. a c t o nÌ m a. g o v / i n de x. as p x ? N I D= 2 7 6

How Will We Get this Done?M o r r is o n F a r m is a 3 2Ì a c re p a r ce l l o c a tÌe d o n C o n c o r d R o a d , t h a t l ie s be t we e n t heW o o d l a w n Ce me te r y a n d I ce H o us e P o n d ,b o t h o f w h i c h a re T o w nÌ o w ne d p r o pe r t ie s .O u r t o w n l a n d i s i m p o r t a n t f o r o pe n s p a ce ,h is t o r i c p re s e r v a t i o n a n d re c re a t i o n a l us e .
I n 1 9 9 7 , T o w n Me e t i n g v o te d t o a c q u i re t he f a r ms u b je c t t o a l i fe e s t a te ; i n 2 0 0 3 , t he f a r m c a meu n de r t he c o n t r o l o f t he T o w n. P l a n n i n g t he n c o mÌme n ce d i n e a r ne s t, a n d t he M o r r is o n F a r m I m p le9m e n t a t i o n P la n i s t he e n d re s u l t o f t h a t p l a n n i n g.M o r r is o n F a r m is i m p o r t a n t be c a us e i t is a ke yÌs t o ne l o c a t i o n t h a t t o u c he s o n de l i g h t f u l a n dv i t a l t o w n as s e ts . T he P l a n p re s e r ve s t h is l a n df o r t he ne x t 5 0 , 1 0 0 , o r m o re ye a rs , s o t h a t t hece n t u r ie s o f o u r p as t a re c o n ne c te d t o t he i m a gÌi n a b le ye a rs o f o u r f u t u re .

••
•• W h a t Ne x t ?T he M o r r is o n F a r m I m p l e m e n ta t io n P l a n m us t bea p p r o ve d b y A c t o n T o w n Me e t i n g. I t is a n t i c i p a te dt h a t t he C o m m u n i t y P re s e r v a t i o n A c t v o te s w i l lt a ke p l a ce a t T o w n Me e t i n g , A p r i l 2 n d o r 3 r d. Wene e d y o u t o s u p p o r t t h i s P l a n b y c o m i n g t o T o w nMe e t i n g a n d v o t i n g “ Ye s . ” Be c a us e t h is p r o g r a mw i l l be b o n de d o ve r s e ve r a l ye a rs , a 2 / 3 v o te isre q u i re d.

T r a i l sI n f r as t ru c tu reM o r r i s o n N a tu re & H is to r y B l dgMe a d o w s / P l a y i ng F ie l dC a p ’ t Ro b b i n s H o me s te a dI ce H o u s e A re aE A V Co m mo nA r c h, E ng , Su r ve y & Le g a lTo ta l $ 5 4 9, 0 0 0$ 6 5 4, 0 0 0$ 9 8 5, 0 0 0$ 2 0, 0 0 0$ 5 5, 0 0 0$ 2 1 0, 0 0 0$ 7 0, 0 0 0$ 2 3 9, 0 0 0$ 2, 7 8 2, 0 0 0E l e m e n t To t a l
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