June 13, 2013
Assabet River Rail Trail 25% design public hearing

Comments from

Rachel & Wouter Leeuwis
1 Winter Street
Maynard, MA 01754
phone: 978 897 1894
email: Wouter_leeuwis@hotmail.com

_____________________________________________________

We have lived on the corner of Winter Street and Great Road (rte 117) for almost 10 years. As a result, we are intimately familiar with the traffic situation in this area.  The following points describe this situation:
· Great Road is a very busy road.

· The speed limit on Great Road (35mph) is frequently ignored.
· In sunny weather  during the summer months, solar glare severely limits visibility for motorists traveling Eastbound in the morning and Westbound in the afternoon, usually during rush hour.

· Just east of the Winter/Mill Street junction, there is a hill in Great Road, with its maximum elevation between Espie Ave and Driscoll Ave.

· There is a pedestrian crossing on top of this hill, at the Espie Ave junction. Residents in this area frequently complain about near-accidents in this crossing, caused by motorists speeding and ignoring state laws requiring them to stop for pedestrians in a crosswalk.

· Traveling Westbound on 117, the Winter Street/Mill Street junction is obscured by this hill.

· From personal experience, the only safe way to cross Great Road at Winter Street as a pedestrian is to run. 

· The Maynard Department of Public Works is situated at the end of Winter Street. As a result, traffic on Winter Street is often busy and consists disproportionally of large trucks. All vehicles, but trucks in particular, frequently have difficulty turning left onto Great Road due to busy traffic and limited room to maneuver. Operators have enough to contend with without having to look for pedestrians and cyclists. 

· The proposed parking lot at the end of Winter Street will further increase this traffic.

If the current plans are realized as proposed, rail trail users, many of whom will be unfamiliar with the traffic, will have to consider the following factors when attempting to cross Great Road at this junction:

· Speeding traffic from both sides of Great Road

· Traffic traveling Westbound not being able to see them crossing the road in a timely fashion due to the hill and/or solar glare (people unfamiliar with the area will not know this)
· Not being able to see Westbound traffic in a timely fashion due to the hill (especially if this traffic is speeding)

· Having to look back onto Winter Street to ensure there is no traffic about to turn left onto the crossing. 

· Potentially having to direct small children on bicycles who are not able to assess the dangers of crossing in this location themselves

Considering these factors, it is our opinion that crossing Great Road at Winter Street poses an unacceptable risk to ARRT users.

A few years ago, at the presentation of the 10% design plans, an option was presented to build a bridge over the canal from Winter Street to the unused space next to 79-81 Great Road, moving the crossing approximately 100 ft westbound. This option offers the following advantages:

· Disconnecting the ARRT Great Road Crossing from the Winter Street junction gives motorists and ARRT users additional time to see and react to each other, resulting in a much safer traffic situation
· The bridge offers a prime nature viewpoint over the water (as opposed to concrete and guard rails in the current plan)
· The Winter Street option necessitates cutting numerous trees over a relatively long distance, effectively destroying the natural resources the ARRT is meant to let people enjoy
From a cost perspective, it should be noted that the bridge required for this location does not need to be able to support heavy vehicles as emergency access is easy from both sides of the bridge. Furthermore, this option negates the cost of retaining walls and reconstruction of the Winter Street/Great road junction. 

In summary, the original proposal to build a bridge over the canal instead of rerouting the trail along Winter Street results in a much safer crossing of Great Road, as well as a far superior user experience. We therefore request that this option is explored in more detail and that any cost differentials be made public so that, in case of a significant difference, alternative sources of funding (such as the Maynard Community Preservation Act funds) can be explored fully prior to construction start. 

Thank you for your consideration,

Rachel and Wouter Leeuwis
1 Winter Street

