ACTON PLANNING BOARD RE@E“VED

APPLICATION FOR A SIGN SPECIAL PERMIT AUG 14 203 /)M?ﬂ

Refer to the "Rules and Regulations for SIGN Special Permits” available fromgt
Department for details on the information and fees required for this apphcah?&n
ules

Planning Department at 978-929-6631 with any questions concerning the R ;)K
applications may be denied. \
Please type or print your application. ; " _

1. Location and Street Address of Site \
171 Great Rd. Acton, MA 01720

2. Applicant's Name: _Gordon Chevrolet d/b/a Colonial Chevrolet

Address: 171 Great Rd. Acton, MA 01720

Telephone: 978-263-1000 E-Mail: MeaghanL@ColonialAutomotive.com
3. Record Owner's Name: Empire Management Corporation

Address: 171 Great Rd. Acton, MA 01720

Telephone: 978-263-1000 E-Mail: MeaghanL@ColonialAutomotive.com

4. Zoning District(s) of Parcel(s) LB
Town Atlas Map & Parcel Number(s) Map F4 Parcel 13
5. Indicate the subsection(s) of BYLAW Section 7.13 for which the PERMIT is sought:

mRGH

6. Describe all SIGNS presently displayed by the business (including type of SIGN/s, size of
SIGN/s and location of SIGN/s).

2C€ (facned Sign LG Ron plan

The undersigned hereby apply to the Planning Board for a public hearing and a SIGN Special Permit under
Section 7.13 of the Zoning Bylaw.

The undersigned hereby certify that the information on this application and plans submitted herewith is
correct, and that the application complies with all applicable provisions of Statutes, Regulations, and Bylaws
to the best of his/her knowledge.

7

The above is subscribed to and executed by the undersigned under the penalties of perjury in accordance
with Section 1-A of Chapter 268, General Laws of th : nwealth of Massachusetts.

X273

Date /s Srz/r;?(ur of Petitioner
~ RECORD OWNER'S KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT
| hereby assert that | have knowlecﬁ? a?ive my consent to the application presented above.

T 223

Date “" Signature of Owner

Rules & Regulations for Sign Special Permits - Appendices Page A2




AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

MEMORANDUM
To: Acton Planning Board
From: Colonial Automotive Group/Gordon Chevrolet/dba/Colonial Chevrolet
Date: Wednesday, August 14, 13
Re: Application for Special Permit for Exterior Sign

Notwithstanding our opinion that a Special Permit is not necessary pursuant to town Regulations,
Colonial Chevrolet hereby applies for a Special Permit for an additional exterior sign, pursuant to the
Acton Zoning Bylaw, Sec. 7.13.

Colonial Automotive Group owns and operates Colonial Chevrolet, located at 171 Great Rd. in Acton.
The facility at that location was recently renovated pursuant to Chevrolet/ GM Branding Standards and
the manufacturer requires us to display their “approved sign package”, which includes the signs for
which permits have already been issued by the Zoning Enforcement Officer, plus a sign that designates
the “Certified Service” area.

As shown on the accompanied illustration, the “Service” component of the dealership is located in a
building that is “separate” from the main building as required by the State Building Code. The Service
Department also provides services that are separate and distinct from the “showroom” part of the facility,
which deals with the sale of new and used vehicles.

We believe that not only is the addition of the “Certified Service” designation sign on the building
consistent with the intent of the Bylaw, it offers a major improvement in convenience for our customers,
who will now know they can simply “pull into the garage” during normal business hours. This is a
change from our previous operational process, which required customers to exit their vehicle in the
parking lot, prior to entering the garage.

Attached please find our analysis of the issues surrounding our “allowable signs”. Based on discussions
with Mr. Scott Mutch, we felt it would be more expeditious to simply apply for a Special Permit for the
service area, rather than rely on the characterization of our business as a “Business Center”, pursuant to
Sec. 7.2.3.

Thank you for your consideraﬁon%
—,r /

BCL/Nashoba Strategies Office: 508-527-2000
Printed on 14-Aug-13 Email: Nashoba@MyHomeOffice.com




TAUTOMOTIVE GROUP

MEMORANDUM
To: Zoning Enforcement Officer, Town of Acton
From: Brian Lafferty for Colonial Automotive Group/Colonial Chevrolet
Date: Previously submitted to the Zoning Enforcement Officer
Re: Wall signage at Colonial Chevrolet, 171 Great Rd. Acton

Memorandum in support of application for sign renovation at the Chevrolet facility at 171 Great Rd.,
Acton, MA

Background:

The facility at 171 Great Rd. in Acton, MA has been in use as an automobile dealership, at least since the
mid-1960’s. For most of the last 20 years it has been home to Gordon Chevrolet Geo, d/b/a Colonial
Chevrolet, owned and operated by Lawrence M. Gordon. Prior to Mr. Gordon’s ownership, the
dealership was operated by Bob Moran and previous to Mr. Moran, by Sid Laffin.

Seven (7) years ago, the building at 171 Great Rd. was purchased by one of Mr. Gordon’s other
companies, Empire Management, Inc.

The building is currently under renovation to meet Chevrolet Motor Division requirements and meet the
needs of Mr. Gordon’s other companies, who are tenants in the building.

Facts:
The Building along the front facade is +/- 175" in length.

The property is located in a Limited Business District.

BCL/Nashoba Strategies Office: 508-527-2000
Printed on Tuesday, August 13, 2013 Email: Nashoba@MyHomeOffice.com




Throughout the history of Colonial Chevrolet, numerous “principal uses” pursuant to the Acton Zoning
Bylaw have been conducted at the facility, dating back to Mr. Laffin original ownership. At the present
time, the following principal uses are housed in the building:

Retail Sales: Sales to the public of automotive replacement parts, conducted at a retail parts
counter on the first floor.

Office: The corporate offices for Colonial Automotive Group, Inc., Empire
Management Corp., Westford Regency Inn and SourceOne Financial, are
housed on the 2" floor of the facility. (There are also numerous other entities
managed from these offices).

Vehicle Service: Service is conducted in the “service drive thru” building to the right of the
main building and also in the rear portion of the building.

Vehicle Repair: Repairs are conducted in the rear of the main building.
Vehicle Body Shop: Body repairs are conducted in the left rear portion of the main building.

Vehicle Sales & Rental: Sales & Rentals are conducted in the front of the main building.

Business Center: Pursuant to Section 7.2.3 of the Acton Zoning Bylaw, the property at 171 Great
Rd. is also defined as a “Business Center”.
Analysis:

Provided all signs are consistent with the general regulations contained in Sections 7.3 through 7.4.4, the
allowed signs for the property include: '

Pursuant to Section 7.4.4.1: “a combination of not more than two ... per principal use”

Pursuant to Section 7.7: “Any PRINCIPAL USE permitted in a Business ... may erect an
EXTERIOR SIGN subject to the following:”

Pursuant to Section 7.7.8 “One EXTERIOR SIGN shall be permitted for a BUSINESS CENTER

in addition to other permitted EXTERIOR SIGNS .... ¢

Per the Acton Zoning Bylaw, the facility at 171 Great Rd. is allowed to have seven (7) Wall Signs,
provided all signs are consistent with the regulations found in Sections 7.3 through 7.4.4 and meet the
dimensional and location requirements of Sections 7.7.2 through 7.7.8

Request for permit:

While the Zoning Regulations allow for a large number signs, in keeping with the general intent of the
town’s bylaws and Mr. Gordon’s desire to present a professional image to the public, we are not seeking
permits for the maximum number of allowed signs, nor the maximum size allowed by the bylaw.

BCL/Nashoba Strategies Office: 508-527-2000
Printed on 14-Aug-13 Email: Nashoba@MyHomeOffice.com




We wish only to identify the business uses necessary to provide the public with an indication of “who we
are” and “what we do”. For those reasons, we are applying for the following signs:

A sign identifying us as a franchised Chevrolet Motor Division dealership, which is depicted on the plans
as “Sign #1” and consist of the Chevrolet Logo and the letters “CHEVROLET”.

A sign consisting simply as the letters “COLONIAL” which we believe sufficiently informs the public
that we are the home of Colonial Automotive Group and its affiliated subsidiaries and related businesses.
This is shown as “Sign #2”.

A sign identifying us as providing Chevrolet Certified Service, in the separate building that is used for
“service” and “repair”. This sign is shown on the plan as “Sign #3”.

As shown on the accompanying attachment, all signs are simple, raised, internally lit letters, with no
blinking, flashing or other unusual attributes.

We believe all the depicted signs are compatible with the dimensional and location requirements of
Section 7 of the Acton Zoning Bylaw.

oz

Brian Laffelg/ [ A
g

Project Marfager for:

Gordon Chevrolet Geo, Inc., d/b/a Colonial Chevrolet
Colonial Automotive Group, Inc.

Empire Management Corp.

Westford Regency Inn & Conference Center, LLC
SourceOne Financial, LLC

BCL/Nashoba Strategies Office: 508-527-2000
Printed on Tuesday, August 13, 2013 Email: Nashoba@MyHomeOffice.com
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TITLE:

LOCUS PLAN
171 Great Road,
Acton, MA 01720

WATERMAN DESIGN
ASSOCIATES, INC.

31 East Main Street
Westborough, MA 01581

watermandesign.com  wda@wdassoc.com

CLIENT: EMPIRE MANAGEMENT CORPORATION
171 Great Road,
Acton, MA 01720
1,200' 2,400'
DATE: 08/14/13 FILENO.: RI0036600-Locus DRAWN BY:
JOBNO.: RI0036.01 DWG NO.: RID036602A
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SIGN SUMMARY TABLE
£56 (LB DISTE)

Permits previously issued for these signs

/]

Proposed "Certified Service" Sign for illustrative purposes.

Terey o dmger. (33 - 35 1w, |conorer
Bue rorcer calmint ] Cortainer
Hameln Fouriahn Sross L] Containar

1 ALL PLANT HATERIAL SHALL CONPORM TO THE HINMUM SUIDELIES AS OUTLMED BY THE
ASERICAN STADARD FOR IRBERY STOCK FUBLISED BY THE AMERICAN ASSGLIATION o

3. ANY FROPOSED SUBSTITUTION OF PLANT MATERIAL SHALL BE EGUAL N OVERALL HEISHT, LEAF,
FORM, BRANCHING HABIT, FRUT, PLOVER, COLOR, AND CLTLRE.

9. ALL FLANTING DEDS ARE T0 BE CROMHED MTH TOPSOR. ABOVE ADACENT AREAS.
4. FMOVIDE A CONTINUOUS MLLCH DED ARCLID ALL SHR FLANTINGS AS INDICATED OH THE FLANS.
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