Acton Commission on Disabilities:  Announcements December, 2013
Janet LaBreck , former commissioner of MCB (Mass Commission on the Blind ), has just been confirmed as the U.S. Commissioner of the Rehab Services Administration, a part of the DUS Dept. of education.  Paul Saner is taking her place as commissioner of MCB.

Kristin Thorn has been named Medicaid Director for Massachusetts.

Olga Roche is now the Commissioner of DCF (Dept. of Children and Families, under which many disability programs are directed)

The board of the Council on Aging has voted to also support the Arboretum project when it is heard by the CPC.
The Disability Policy Consortium is hiring for four  positions related to their One care ombudsman program.   One full time ombundsperson, one full time administrative assistant, one per diem ombundsperson, for Worcester area, and another per diem ombundsperson who is fluent in ASL, and one who is culturally Deaf.  Job descriptions are available from the Acton CODand cover letters/ resumes sent to Bruce Menin, Executive Director Disability Policy Consortium 89 South Street suite 203 Boston 02111.
Advocates reached a settlement with the MBTA.  The fare for the Ride went down from$4 to $3 more work remains to be done.

A settlement was reached with MassHealth over access issues.  MassHealth has now hired a full time onbundsperson to assist members deal with the processes, established and convened a disability advisory group, and added a section to their application where individuals may identify their disability and what form of accommodation they would prefer.

The new version of the handicapped symbol with a more action posed stick figure in a wheelchair is being used increasingly by individual advocacy groups and agencies across the country. A move was made recently to make it the official symbol in Massachusetts.  The Architectural Access Board rejected this idea for fear it would allow an individual agency to make a profit from producing the replacements.

The AAB granted a variance to 100 Nagog Park due to lack of tenant interest and weather delays and required that they notify the AAB as soon as they execute a lease and complete the required work.
