Citizen Planner Training Collaborative

Advanced Tools
and Techniques for
Planning and Zoning

Thirteenth Annual Conference
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The conference will take place unless the State or cnty of Worcester is declared CLOSED as part of an official snow emergency Tune to WCVB. Channel 5,
Worcester TV Channel 3, or WSRS Radio 96.1 or call for a taped message at (978) 369-2157.

Also refer to the CPTC website for cancellation information:

masscptc.org
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Get Credit for Taking CPTC Courses

You can get credit for taking many of the CPTC courses of-
fered throughout the year, including the annual conference.
Credit applies as follows:

CPTC Certificate Program

Massachusetts Interiocal Insurance Association (MIIA)
Rewards Program

Sessions designated “MIIA” entitle your town to credit under the
MIIA Rewards Program towards public officials liability insurance.

CPTC offers a Level One Certificate for completing 3 of the follow-

ing courses: ; //;
. /4

1. The Roles and Responsibilities of Planning and Boards of Appeals

2. Introduction to the Subdivision Control Act A,‘ ; :
L—‘

3. Introduction to the Zoning Act (o] e
4. How to Write Reasonable and Defensible Decisions

CPTC offers a Level Two Certificate for completing Level One y/

requirements and 3 of the following courses: !

1. Planning with Community Support (applies to planning board 1y
members only)

2. Non-conforming Structures, Lots, and Uses, and Vested Rights \)7

3. Zoning Exemptions |
4. Special Permits and Variances

AICP Continuing Education Credit

Workshops designated (AICP)* will be submitted to AICP for credit.
If approved, these sessions will entitle the participant to 1.5 hours ~
of credit. Additional information will be provided on our website /
and at the conference.

Registration Form

Absolute Deadline for receiving registrations is: FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2014!

We cannot accept last-minute registrations. You can register online at masscptc.org until the deadline.
Town checks may be sent by separate mail and arrive later than the deadline if necessary.

Name: Board affiliation (planning, zoning, etc.):
Street address:

City: State: Zip:
Daytime phone number: E-mail:

City/town served (you must fill this in to get course credit):

I want to attend the following sessions:
Mark one conference session per time slot (v). Please keep a copy of this page for your records—we do not confirm registrations.

10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

1:45 p.m.-3:15 p.m.

Registration fee: $60 per person. (Receipts will be provided at registration. We do not confirm registrations.)

Please make chedk payable to CPTC and mail or fax this form by Friday, March 7, 2014 to:

CPTC, P.O. Box 912, Greenfield, MA 01302 or Fax to (413) 625-2099.

Online registration is available at masscptc.org. You may not register by E-mail.

QUESTIONS? Please contact CPTC Coordinator Angus Jennings at (978) 369-2157 or Elaine Wijna at DHCD at (617) 573-1360

Directions to Holy Cross College: From Route 290 in Worcester, take Exit 11 (College Square). Iimmediately cross over to the far right lane and take the
first right before the traffic light onto College Street. Go up the hill and turn left into the last gate (number 7). The Hogan Center is the second building
on the left.

—_————,—,—,—— e — — —
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Program

8. Sustainability Planning and Coastal
Climate Change Adaptation Strategies:
Local Planning at the Forefront (AICP)

Many communities in Massachusetts are taking action —through planning,
local public policy and infrastructure investments — to advance sustainability
and, in some cases, out of specific concern regarding projected impacts of
climate change. This session will describe the efforts of two communities,
the Towns of Greenfield and Hull. The Town of Greenfield began an update
to its Comprehensive Master Plan in 2012. This case study will focus on how
they integrated sustainability into the process and created a Sustainable
Master Plan. The coastal community of Hull was recognized in 2013 by the
Massachusetts Public Health Association for its “Nantasket Beach Overlay
District” in recognition of the role of this local initiative in supporting
walking and biking, reducing sprawl, and reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Hull has also been recognized by NOAA and FEMA for leadership in
climate adaptation, in particular for efforts to address future sea level rise.
These case studies will illustrate a range of local actions that can be taken
to embrace sustainability and adapt to a changing climate.

Speakers: Angela Vincent, Sustainability Project Manager, Vanesse
Hangen Brustlin; Robert L. Fultz, MPA, Director, Community
Development & Planning, Town of Hull; Anne Herbst, Conservation
Administrator, Town of Hull

Moderator: Angus Jennings, AICP

9. Cultural Districts: With a Discussion on
Signage & Wayfinding (AICP)

There are currently 19 designated cultural districts in Massachusetts. The
designation is part of the program overseen by the MA Cultural Council.
The Cultural District Initiative encourages Massachusetts communities to
strengthen their sense of place, while stimulating economic activity, improv-
ing the experiences of visitors to their communities and improving quality
of life. The speakers include the Coordinator of the MA Cultural District
Initiative and 2 communities that are currently implementing the initiative.
The presentations will also discuss how the communities are dealing with
signage and wayfinding as part of their districts.

Speakers: Meri Jenkins, Coordinator, Massachusetts Cultural Districts
Initiative; Marcia Rasmussen, AICP, Director of Planning and Land
Management, Town of Concord; Jessica Allan, AICR, City Planner,
Easthampton Cultural District

Moderator: Bruce Hughes MPA, EDB, Economic Development/
Community Planner, Old Colony Planning Council, Brockton, MA

10. Site Plan Review (MIIA)

The Zoning Act does not contain any provisions for the review of site plans,
however the Site Plan Review process can be a very effective tool for a
board to review the details, aesthetics and impacts of a potential project.
This course explains the difference between site plan approval and special
permits; the review process; the types of conditions a board may impose;
reasons for disapproval; the appeal process and the types of information
a town can require to be shown on asite plan.

Speakers: Pam Brown, Attorney, AICE Brown & Brown, PC,

11. Roles & Responsibilities Part 2 (MIIA)

Part 2 of this important and popular topic will be a discussion of the three
legs of “Good Government.” It will focus on the Open Meeting, Public
Records and Conflict of Interest Laws.

Speakers: Bob Mitchell FAICR Robert P. Mitchell & Associates;
Bob Ritchie, Attorney

12:15-1:45 p.m. Lunch; Keynote Remarks,
Clark Ziegler, Mass Housing Partnership

1:45-3:15 p.m. Afternoon Sessions
12. Small- to Medium-Size Solar (AICP)

More and more communities in Massachusetts are faced with issues pertain-
ing to locating alternative energy facilities such as wind and solar energy.
Learn how your community can address the issues that these developments
raise, the application/permitting process and ways to make sure these facifi-
ties are compatible with the goals of your city or town. Particular attention
will be paid to siting considerations, and regulatory options available to
municipalities.

Speakers: Kurt Gaertner, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental
Affairs; Carolyn Britt, AICR, Community Investment Associates

Moderator: Kathy Joubert, Town Planner, Town of Northborough

13. Fair Housing 101 (MIIA)(AICP)

This workshop will present resources to aid our understanding of fair
housing obligations and the important role of local planning in efforts to
affirmatively further fair housing. in particular, the workshop will provide an
overview of the newly created MAPC Fair Housing Toolkit, which assembles
key information to help municipal officials and other groups identify fair
housing barriers and adopt strategies to overcome them. The Fair Housing
Toolkit covers various topic areas, including master planning, zoning, civic
engagement, accessibility, and much more.

Speakers: Jenny Raitt, Assistant Director of Land Use Planning and Chief
Housing Planner, Metropolitan Area Planning Council; Margaux Le Clair,
Counsel, Department of Housing and Community Development; Jennifer
Erickson, Regional Planner; Metropolitan Area Planning Council

Moderator: Barbara Chandler, Senior Advisor on Civil Rights and Fair
Housing, Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership

14. Economic Development in
Small Downtowns (AICP)

This session will provide an overview by four communities—Shelburne
Falls (Towns of Shelburne & Buckland), Ipswich and Amherst on each
community’s economic development efforts to stabilize and strengthen
their centers. This session will also spotlight three different approaches
to managing those efforts. Shelburne Falls (public/private partnership)
has taken a regional approach. Ipswich (town government) is building
on the many town-wide sites to draw people to the center and Amherst
has a Business Improvement District that is implementing programs never
before tried in the center.

Speaker: Glenn Gibbs, AICR, Planning Director, Town of Ipswich; Sarah
laCour, Director; Amherst Business Improvement District; Mary Vilbon,
Director, Shelburne Falls Partnership

Moderator: Bruce Hughes MPA, EDP. Economic Development/
Community Planner, Old Colony Planning Council, Brockton, MA
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