On July 26 is the 24" anniversary of the signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the civiRights act for People with Disabilities (PWD.
Normalization, consumer control, and inclusion are the vocabulary
today among Educators and professionals in the Health and Human
Service fields, yet we can’t get the state or federal government to
adequately fund these approaches. We see ramps everywhere, but
many PWD cannot get into a medical or dental office, and there is a
lack of adaptive equipment for routine health tests. We are closing
down the warehouse style institutions formerly reserved for those with
intellectual and psychiatric disabilities (and the abuses these
institutions enabled) ybut there is not enough affordable, accessible
housing in the private market. Children with special needs are now
guaranteed a public education, but the bar is set low, and
encouragement to pursue a professional career not a widespread
phenomenon.

Individual Acton residents are often friendly and helpful, but we will not
put the needed money or commitment into battling isolation,
unemployment, and systemic inequality .

The Acton Commission on Disabilities (COD) is charged with
representing the needs and interests of our town’s citizens with all
types of disabilities, and trying to make Acton more accessible and
welcoming for them and ,ultimately, for you.

Zsincerely,

The Acton Commission on Disabilities : Steve Baran, Danny Factor, Lisa
Franklin, Mady Harvey, Leslie Johnson, and Wen Li



The CODmeets on the third Tuesday of the month from 9:30 A.M. to
12:30 in room 126 of Town Hall. All are invited to attend. If you are
interested in becoming a member, or lending a hand on an individual

project, please call us at 978 929 -6620 or write us at cod@acton-
ma.gov



