
DRAFT

BOARD OF SELECTMEN AND SEWER COMMISIONER’S MEETING

May 19, 2014

Francis Faulkner Room 204

Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Members Present: Chairman Michael Gowing, Vice-Chair Katie Green, Janet Adachi, Franny Osman,

Peter Berry -Clerk, Assistant Town Manager Mark Hald, and Lisa Tomyl, Recording Secretary

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

I. CITIZEN’S CONCERNS - Herman Kabakoff— presented picture of Hosmer Rd. to Robinwood
Road. Residents are looking for Verizon and/or NSTAR to fix a pole. Chairman Gowing
requested the # of the pole. Requested Herman to contact Muni Prop.

II. CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE & OPERATIONAL MINUTE

Mr. Gowing — will get his notes via email

Asst.Manager Hald : covering for Town Manager Ledoux — had nothing to report

PUBUC HEARINGS & APPOINTMENTS

Common Victualler License, 5 Nagog Square —

Mr. Gowing read theLegal Notice. Representatives from Guacamole, including counsel were present for

the hearing. Location of former Acton Jazz Café. Ms. Green inquired if they had applied for a food

service permit. The Manager of Guacamole, Inc confirmed they have. Mr. Gowing inquired if there

would be live entertainment, the Manager responded no.

Mr. Gowing requested a motion to accept the application for the common victualler, Ms. Green so

moved, Mr. Berry seconded the motion

All Ayes — UNANIMOUS VOTE

Full Liquor License, 5 Nagog Square — Mr. Gowing read the Legal Notice. Ms. Adachi inquired about

liquor licenses at other Guacamole, Inc. restaurants and if they have had any problems with over

serving. The applicant stated no. Ms. Adachi asked whether the applicant had a policy of training

employees in the TIPS program? The applicant stated that every employee at all Guacamole restaurants

are Tips certified.

Mr. Gowing inquired if there was a written employee policy on serving alcohol. The applicant stated

there is a written policy and an employee handbook. Mr. Gowing requested a copy of said policy.
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Mr. Gowing requested a motion to approve license, Ms. Green — so moved provided that they have

service policy in place and provide a copy to the Town Manager’s office.

Mr. Berry — seconded the motion

4 Ayes 1 Abstain (Ms. Osman).

School Street Lease Agreement —

Mr. Gowing explained that the license with the state is for ten years to use the School Street properties

for soccer fields. The Town and the state have been executing a series of one year licenses but now the

final form for the long term lease has been approved.

Ms. Adachi moved to approve, Ms. Green — second

All Ayes — UNANIMOUS VOTE

Acton TV Memorandum of Understanding Extension Request —

Mr. Gowing requested a motion to extend Memorandum of Understanding from 5 year to 10

year for renewals Ms. Adachi — so moved, Ms. Green — second

All Ayes — UNAIMOUS VOTE

Use Special Permit Continuance 10/11/13 — 445 (848 Main Street) —

Chairman Gowing read the legal notice.

Representing Axe Brothers is Jacob Abraham. Ms. Green is selectmen assigned.

The applicant is requesting a permit to cut and split, not sell, seasoned firewood on outdoor property.

The applicant explained the equipment he uses and provided samples of wood chips and wood dust that
results from his operation. Attorney Dan Hill, representing abutters, presented objections to the

permit, including concerns regarding noise, dust, prior illegal operation of wood processing and

unauthorized use of the site for parking school buses. The Board heard from a number of abutters and

neighborhood residents who oppose the applicant’s permit application. Residents’ objections included

the carcinogenic effects of wood dust, violations of the Wetlands’ Bylaw, noise and the impacts from the

wood cutting operation on residents of the adjacent senior housing development.

Following the presentations by the applicant and residents, Ms. Green moved to continue the hearing to

June 23, 2014, on the condition that the Town engage an independent acoustic engineer to provide a

report on noise levels and compliance with DEP regulations. Ms. Osmond - second

The applicant agreed to continue the hearing and to the condition that he pay for the engineering

report.
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All Ayes — UNANIMOUS VOTE

Remand TRB/CVS Site Plan 8/1/13 — 13—444—

Chairman. Gowing read the legal notice. Town Counsel Steve Anderson presented the remand

settlement agreement. Zoning Enforcement Officer Scott Mutch presented the original site plan

presented by TRB, and the revised site plan. Counsel for TRB reviewed the settlement agreement and

stated that it met both parties’ interests.

Town Counsel Steve Anderson — motion to approve amended decision SPSP #8/1/13 —444 408

Massachusetts Avenue — section 3.113 be deleted regarding pedestrian access being required

Ms. Adachi — so moved

Chairman Gowing-second

4 Ayes 1 Abstain (Ms. Osman)

SELECTMEN’S BUSINESS

Selectmen Representative Assignments -

The Board reassigned the Selectmen liaisons to committees.

Discussion of Weekend Suspension of Train Service —

Chairman Gowing asked if the BoS should draft a letter to MBTA regarding the interruption of weekend

service, as requested in a letter from the Joint Transportation Committee. Ms. Green questioned if the

MBTA will offer an alternative level of service for this area of Fitchburg/South Acton to Boston. Ms

Osman — TAC (Transportation Action Committee) asked the BOS to write a letter regarding alternative

transportation during the suspension of service. The Board had a general discussion regarding action on

behalf of the Town of Action to write to the MBTA to have alternative transportation in place during the

suspension of service.

Mr. Berry introduced the idea of involving SATSAC to follow up with the MBTA.

Chairman Gowing requested a motion to craft a letter to MBTA from the BOS that indicates we would

like to see alternative weekend service.

Mr. Berry — so moved, Ms. Green — second
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT

Ms. Green: get from email
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Ms. Adachi: AB Cultural Council, Friday, 5/16, Rm 204 - Concluded annual Movie Night series with 3d

film, “Wadjda.” Filmed entirely in Saudi Arabia, Saudi Arabian female director, Saudi Arabian cast. Main

character is 10-yr-old girl, tomboyish, spunky and entrepreneurial who wants bike, which girls are not

allowed to ride. Worth renting, downloading.

Acton Water District Commissioners, Monday, 5/12 — Discussion of

1) guidelines from Water Land Use Management Advisory Committee’s on enhancing groundwater
protection, whether via hazardous materials general bylaw or via zoning bylaw.

2) Proposed changes to existing MA Department of Environmental Protection regulations under
MA Water Management Act. Concern that AWD has been so responsible in conserving and
otherwise protecting water that will be subject to more onerous requirements under new
regulations.

Acton Community Housing Corporation, Thursday, 5/15 — Discussion of possible goals for coming year,
such as housing production plan that would create orderly way for Town to reach 10% affordable
housing goal (still <7%); explore possibility of acquiring Town parcel for affordable housing. Update on
upcoming/potential development projects, including possible small-scale project on Massachusetts
Avenue in Kelley’s Corner. Membership reconfiguration due to 2013 Town Meeting vote and 2014 local
ballot vote approving ACHC’s having 2 associates: ACHC now will have 5 voting members, 2 non-voting
associates, instead of 7 voting members.

Conservation Commission, Wednesday, 5/7 — Continuation of hearing on Bruce Freeman Rail Trail
section in Acton. Subsequent working meeting on 5/15 to draft decision, and in particular special
conditions, which will be on agenda for discussion at 5/21 meeting.

Finance Committee, Tuesday, 5/13 — FY14, Q2 update from Assistant Finance Director Brian McMullen.

FinComm sending letter to Minuteman School Committee representative for Acton, Nancy Banks, with

questions about school’s financial practices, request for most recent auditor’s report, etc. FinComm

officers for coming year: Steve Noone, Mike Majors, Margaret Wooley-Busse as chairman, vice

chairman and clerk, respectively; new chairman’s work plan for coming year includes:

1) global cash flow—ongoing project. FinComm thinks both entities build up too much cash
annually even when expenses outstrip revenue and require drawing on reserves.

2) Long-range plan — ongoing project with aim of joint effort of FinComm, BOS, AB School
Committee.

3) Community outreach — in-person meetings with residents, improvements in Town warrant
statement, increased use of Town website, creation of FinComm blog, etc.

Other

_..,.. I C..L........I ....... .....I _... ,L..... i.-.... ,ll ...

IVIIIIULUIIIQII I1U51’JIIOI .)i..IIJiJI — V’JL i..JII aIIIII.AIIIUIIi. I5I’JIIOI O5ICIIIUIIL LIIIA3 IGI . .LJ .L IIy, .)

pass over; not sure about Belmont.

Christine Joyce, retiring Executive Secretary to Town Manager and BOS, Wednesday, 5/14, Rm 204—

Combination birthday party and final good-bye.
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Safety Net, Thursday, 5/15 — Discussion featuring representative of Advocates who can assist

municipalities with lower-key intervention than police and ambulances in situations involving individuals

in crisis. Continued discussion of proposal to publicize safety net services in town via Beacon, etc.

Ms. Osman: No Report

Mr. Gowing: RTAC — the Regional Transportation Advisory Council met to discuss their

recommendations for this year to the Mass Planning Organization (MPO) on the TIP. They vetted about

5 bullet points that they wanted to present to the MPO and tasked the chairman with writing up a

document to be voted on at next month’s meeting.

HDC - the HDC held a public meeting on the Asa Parlin house application from Dean Charter. About a

dozen members of the public attended and the discussions ranged from demolition to partial demolition

to reuse. The board closed the public hearing but did not vote on an outcome. They indicated that in the

case of demolition, they would need to have a full understanding of what would happen in the buildings

place. Dean Charter suggested green space and the board asked for additional info.

Mr. Berry: No Report

Ill. Consent Agenda

Consent items 9 — 24

Ms. Adachi — motion to approve, Ms. Green — second

All Ayes — UNANIMOUS VOTE

Ms. Adachi - Motion to adjourn, Ms. Osman — second

All Ayes

Meeting adjourned at 11:15 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Tomyl Peter Berry, Clerk

Recording Secretary
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