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October 6, 2014 
 
To: Town of Acton Board of Selectmen 
 

37 Knox Trail Special Permit Application Follow-up comments: 

 
 The Acton Water District has received the correspondence from the Engineer and Attorney representing 

Concord.  We would like to say we have thoroughly reviewed the information provided; however, it was 
transmitted late on Friday to the Town of Acton, allowing less than a business day to review the documents, 
consult with Acton Engineering Staff, and submit for the Board of Selectmen’s meeting.  This hardly seems in 
line with Concord’s commitment to be a good neighbor and work to reach mutually satisfactory outcomes for 
both communities. 

 

 We appreciate the Town of Concord’s commitment to no longer park buses on the 37 Knox Trail parcel.  As a 
condition of approval, we request that no parking, fueling, or maintenance activities will happen on this parcel 
and that the use remains as office space with accessory parking. 

 

 Concord should be required to perform annual inspection and maintenance of the stormwater 
management features and written reports should be submitted to the Acton engineering Department and 
Acton Water District, or its successors related to water management, demonstrating compliance with his 
requirement. 

 

 To lessen the burden on Acton by Concord’s acquisition and use of this parcel, future improvements to the WR 
Grace land in Concord by Concord, should include the provision for redirecting stormwater to be managed on 
the parcel located in Concord.  This would thereby lessen the flows in the existing storm drain system within 
Knox Trail. 

 

 Instead of delaying a decision until the District has fully reviewed groundwater protection issues, we request 
that Concord pay for the installation of two groundwater monitoring wells.  This is a proposed change to the 
Groundwater Protection District bylaw that is currently being discussed.  A monitoring and access agreement 
could be worked out at a later time. 

 

 The plans submitted by Concord do not show existing water infrastructure on the site.  In particular, it appears 
that a fire hydrant is located in the vicinity of the proposed rain garden.  This should be denoted on a plan for 
review and coordination by our Operations staff. 

 
NOTE: Due to a scheduled Board of Commissioner’s meeting tonight, where proposed groundwater protection 
district changes are being discussed, we may not have a representative at the Board of Selectmen’s meeting.  This 
should not be viewed as a lack of interest or concern on the part of the District.  We thank the Board and Acton staff 
for their efforts during the past year on this issue. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chris Allen 
District Manager 
 


