
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Appicabllity
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

A. General Information

ccyxpøs Twn Engjneer/ Director of Public Works

________________

Name

472 Main Street

__________________

Mailing Address

Acton

____________________

MA 01720
City/Town Stale Zip Code

929-6530

________________________

1?7L929-6340
Phone Number Fax Number (if applicable)

2. Representative (if any):

Town of Acton Engine Department
Firm

Paul Campbell

__________________________

PCampbell@town.acton.ma.us
Contact Name E-Mail Address

Town of Acton Engineering Department
Mailing Address

Acton

___________________

MA 01720
City/Town - Stale Zip Code -

L97I929-630 j78) 9296340

-- -

Phone Number Fax Number (if applicable)

B. Determinations

1. I request the Town oLkciqn -

- make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:
Conservation Commission

a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to
jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act.

Q b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced
below are accurately delineated.

c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.

d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction
of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:

Town of Acton
Name of Municipality

e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as
depicted on referenced plan(s).

Central Street_Sidewalk - Train to Half moon Hill

Important:
When filling out 1. Applicant:

City/Town

forms on the
computer, use
only the tab key
to move your
cursor - do not
use the return
key.

CYork@town.acton.ma.us
E-Mail Address
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection -Wetlands -

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
CitvTown

_________

j Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

C. Project Description

1. a. Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):

Central St at Halt moon Hill Acton
Street Address - - City/Town ——

n/a n/a

______________

Assessors Map/Plat Number
- Parcel/Lot Number - —

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary):

Central_Streetbetween HaltrnoonHWand Railroadtracks. Shoulderot roadway

c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):

InAiinpt. 1/1/2006
Title Date

____ ____-

1/1/2006
Title

life Date

2. a. Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, it necessary):

The Town of Acton, through direction given by the Sidewalk Committee, has identified a priority list of
streets for construction of new sidewalks for the benefit of the public. The sidewalks will connect missing
gaps in between existing sidewalk locations and/or be a repaving of existing sidewalks. Typical sidewalks
are 5-feet wide with a 3-loot “green strip located between the sidewalk and the road. The location ol the
sidewalk will vary to avoid relocating objects such as utility poles and trees. Some vegetation will be
removed, as well as any trees identified on the plans, in order to accomidate the sidewalk location. The
top 3 to 6-inches of topsoil will be excavated and replaced with a compact fill as a base for the 3-inches of
asphalt for the sidewalk.

wpafcrmldoc Page 2 of 4



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
y

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.GL. c. 1311 §40

C. Project Description (cont.)

b. Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if
necessary).

The sidewalks are constructed as a public benefit and will be located within the public right-of-way or
within an easement agreed upon with the abutting land owner. Each location will be constructed to
comply with the MA Stormwater Regulations to the maximum extent practicable and with the overall
Town environmental compliancepjp. - -

3. a- If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.

o Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96

O Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

Project, other than a single family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot
before 8/7/96

o New agriculture or aquaculture project

o Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96

o Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed
restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision

o Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project

U Municipal project

Q District, county, state, or federal government project

o Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection.

b. Provide evidence (e.g_ record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)

wpalorml.doc Page 3 of 4



Name and address of the property owner:

Steven L. Ledoux, Town Manager
Name

472 Main Street

______________

Mailing Address

Acton
City/Town

MA
Stale

Signatures:

my expense

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

City/Town

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements
I hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Applicability
and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge.

I further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation)
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission.

Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for
Determination of Applicability.

01720
Zip code

I also understand that notification of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at
in accordance with Section 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations.

SiofAPhc)i Dale

Signature o Representative (if any) Date

wpaformldoc Page 4 ci 4



Project Narrative 

Central Street 

Applicant/Project Name:   
 
Project Name: 

Project Location: 

Proposed Sidewalk – Central Street 

 

Central Street – Between MBTA train tracks and Half Moon Hill 

Applicant:   

   472 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720 

Corey York, Town Engineer / Director of Public Works 

   Telephone: (978) 929-6630 

   Fax: (978) 929-6340 

 

Property Owner: 

   472 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720 

Steve Ledoux, Town Manager 

   Telephone: (978) 929-6630 

   Fax: (978) 929-6340 

 

Representative:  

   472 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720 

Paul Campbell, Assistant Town Engineer 

   Telephone: (978) 929-6630 

   Fax: (978) 929-6340 

Project Description 

The Acton Engineering Department is proposing to build a small section of sidewalk, about 450 
feet long, that will complete the connection between the sidewalk on Half Moon Hill and the 
sidewalk at the MBTA train tracks.  The proposed sidewalk provides a public benefit.  Central 
Street is a highly traveled roadway in town and the proposed sidewalk will give residents a safe 



means of travel between the Half Moon Hill development and the Idlewild Farms or schools 
nearby. 

Existing Site Conditions 

The shoulder of the roadway is a grassed area by Half Moon Hill adjacent to Bordering 
Vegetative Wetlands.  There is a bridge located at Fort Pond Brook with sufficient shoulder 
width for a 5 foot sidewalk. 

The shoulder area is located in three resource areas: Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, Riverfront 
Area and Bordering Land Subject to Flooding. 

Proposed Site Conditions 

The proposed sidewalk will be 5 feet wide and will match existing grades along the shoulder of 
the road.  The depth of the sidewalk will be 3-inches of asphalt above a 12-inch gravel base.  
The sidewalk will abut the roadway separated by a 6-inch bituminous curb.  The sidewalk will be 
pitched towards the road in order to keep runoff from entering the wetlands.  Runoff will be 
treated via the existing stormwater drainage system on Central Street. 

Compliance with Performance Standards 

Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 

Due to the finished grade of the sidewalk matching the existing grade of the road shoulder, 
compensatory storage will not be required for the sidewalk.  No flood storage volume will be 
lost, no flows will be restricted as to cause an increase in the flood stage of velocity nor should 
there be an adverse affect to wildlife habitat functions. 

Bordering Vegetative Wetlands 

No wetlands will be altered as a result of this project.  The edge of wetlands were delineated by 
vegetation and it is expected that no wetland fill will be required.  Should any wetland fill be 
required the area will minimal, far less than the 5,000 square feet allowed under the WPA.  The 
entire surface area of the sidewalk will be less than 2,500 square feet. 

Riverfront Area 

The three performance standards for Riverfront area are 1) the protection of other resource 
areas 2) protection of rare species and 3) provide a practicable and substantially equivalent 
economic alternative analysis.  Protection of the other resource areas have been summarized 
previously in this section and the area where the sidewalk will be constructed is not identified 
as an Estimated Habitat of Rare Species.  The following is an alternative analysis: 



Option 1 – No Build 

In this option, no sidewalk will be built.  This would not meet the goal of the Town of Acton to 
provide sidewalks throughout the town and would force pedestrians making the connection 
from Half Moon Hill to Idlewild Farms to cross Central Street. 

Option 2 – Relocate sidewalk 

In order to complete the connection between the sidewalk on Half Moon Hill and the sidewalk 
at the train tracks, there is no other location practicable given the location of Central Street, 
Fort Pond Brook and the bordering wetlands. 

Option 3 – Build sidewalk along shoulder between Half Moon Hill and the train tracks 

The proposed location is located immediately adjacent to Central Street as far away from the 
river as possible.  The sidewalk will be located above the river on the bridge and outside of the 
“bank” of the river.  The sidewalk provides a public good and this location meets the intent to 
locate it as far from the river as possible. 

Summary 

This sidewalk provides a public good and is located in an area that minimizes the impact to all 
resource areas.  The sidewalk completes a logical connection between two existing sidewalks 
and meets the goal of the Town of Acton to provide safe pedestrian transportation throughout 
the Town. 
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Questions concerning the VERTCON process may be mailed to NGS

Latitude: 42 28 55.34

Longitude: 071 28 39.78

NAVD 88 height: 205.50 FT

Datum shift(NAVD 88 minus NGVD 29) : -0.797 feet

Converted to NGVD 29 height: 206.297 feet

http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/cgi-b1nNERTCON/vert_con2.prl 3/27/2015


