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In 2011 the Town of Acton, through 
its Conservation Commission, initiated a 
forest management plan for its Wetherbee 
Conservation land.  Located along the 
north side of Route 2, this 72- acre tract, 
with 31 acres in agricultural fields and 
41 acres in woodland, is one of the fields 
that gives Acton its distinctive country 
feel.   The agricultural fields are farmed by 
the Massachusetts Correctional Institute of 
Concord under a lease agreement, and in 
the summer of 2012 the plan was to farm 
16 acres of corn, which, combined with 
the agricultural fields on the south side 
of Route 2, produced significant forage 
for the livestock at the prison.  Meanwhile 
the Commonwealth has allowed the Town 
of Acton to use an additional 13 acres of 
fields on the south side of Route 2 and 
east of School Street Extension as soccer 
fields.

To compensate for taking that 
prime 13-acre agricultural parcel out 
of circulation, the Commonwealth 
proposed that Acton establish a forest 
management plan for the wooded portion 
of the Wetherbee land.  This is an area 
that the Conservation Commission, with 
responsibility for approximately 1,500 
acres of conservation land and town-
owned land, has long considered.  So the 
commission hired a licensed professional 
forester to create a management plan, and 
Acton enrolled in the Forest Stewardship 
Program.  The long-term objective for 
this plan is to maintain the forest, while 
improving biodiversity, maintaining passive 
recreational use and improving the health 
and condition of the forest.  A part of the 
program involves public outreach and the 

commission has reached out to the Land 
Stewards and other landowners interested 
in forestry practices.  Active management 
began in the summer of 2012.

Based on the success of the 
Wetherbee forest management, Acton 
will need to identify other tracts of 
conservation land suitable for a forest 
management plan.  

A1  FOREST MANAGEMENT



12-3

12

The Town of Acton  Open Space and Recreation Plan  2014-2021 A2

  FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN A2
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B1 GRASSY POND CONSERVATION LAND MEADOW MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
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OVERVIEW

• Results of survey have been 
tabulated and reviewed

 – 16 questions: provide input into 
the update to the Open Space 
and Recreation Plan

• Survey very similar to prior one for 
comparative purposes

 – No cost to the town

• Draft by May-June

• Approximately 1200 responded — 
about 15% of Acton households

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

• Results are remarkably similar to 
results of survey performed seven 
years ago

• Concerns about residential 
growth, protection of open 
space, recreation space, preserve 
character of town

• Emphasis on conservation 
restrictions; bike trails; willingness 
to support purchases of land

C1 OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN SURVEY RESULTS

RANKING OF HOW IMPORTANT IS IT TO PRESERVE (on scale of 1-5)
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TO PRESERVE OPEN SPACE IN ACTON, WHAT ACTIONS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE PEOPLE DO?
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WHAT RESIDENTIAL GROWTH POLICY DO YOU FAVOR IN THE FUTURE?
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WHAT TOWN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS DO YOU FAVOR TO PRESERVE OPEN SPACE?
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WHAT PRIVATE ACTIONS DO YOU FAVOR TO PRESERVE LAND?
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WHAT COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL POLICY DO YOU FAVOR IN THE FUTURE?
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• • WHAT IS IT ABOUT ACTON THAT YOU 
LIKE THE BEST? 

• Community

• Open space and conservation land

• Diversity of population

• School system

• Rural/town character

• Location

• Youth sports and other recreation 
opportunities

WHAT IS IT ABOUT ACTON THAT YOU 
LIKE THE LEAST?

• Traffic/congestion/need for 
sidewalks

• Too much residential development 

• Taxes too high

Exactly the same three as last time

Overwhelming majority of views expressed

QUESTION 11 ASKED WHETHER 
YOU BELIEVED OUR CONSERVATION 
LANDS ARE PROTECTED AND FREE 
FROM THREAT OF DEVELOPMENT OR 
CONVERSION:

• 35% said yes

• 20% were unsure

• 45% said no

QUESTION 14 ASKED WHETHER YOU 
OWNED YOUR OWN HOME:

• 92% of respondents were 
homeowners (much higher than 
before)

QUESTION 15 ASKED WHETHER YOU 
OWNED 5 ACRES OF LAND OR MORE

• Only 2% of respondents owned 5 
acres or more

QUESTIONS 12, 13 AND 16 REQUESTED 
HOW LONG YOU’VE LIVED IN TOWN, 
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA, AND LOCATION

• Ensure coverage in terms of 
responses

• Very even distribution 
geographically and 
demographically

 – 17% of respondents are seniors

 – 33% are families with young 
children

• About 60% of respondents have 
lived in town 10 years or more

 – Up from last time

TOP SEVEN RECREATIONAL FACILITIES NEEDED IN TOWN
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tennis courtsfamily 
picnic areas

fields for 
soccer, softball, 
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D1 PUBLIC FORUM MINUTES
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TOWN ATLAS 
PLATE

PARCEL STRUCTURES ADDRESS NOTES REC. OPEN 
SPACE

ENVIRO. 
SIGNIF.

SCORE

C-4 14 339 Nagog Hill Road Concord Water District- Nagog Shoreline 10 10 10 30

E-4 9 Yes 554 Main Street Conant Brook, mixed forest, wetlands and meadows 10 10 10 30

E-4 47 549 Main Street Open Meadow/Forest: Brook Street 10 10 10 30

C-4 24 524 Main Street Abuts Nagog Hill Conservation Area 8 10 10 28

H-2 128 99 Martin Street Stonefield Farm 8 10 9 27

H-2 101 Yes 91 Martin Street Stonefield Farm 8 10 9 27

H-2 100 34 Liberty Street Stonefield Farm 8 10 9 27

H-3A 47 Yes 55 River Street Fort Pond Brook; possible pocket park 9 9 9 27

B-4 16 Yes 5 Breezy Point On Nagog Pond 10 8 8 26

B-4 10-1 Yes 532 Great Road On Nagog Pond 10 8 8 26

C-5 97 Wheeler Lane End Boy Scouts: Abutting Robbins Mill Open Space Parcels 8 9 9 26

D-4 20 566 Main Street Rear Abutts Nagog Hill Conservation Area 7 10 9 26

G-2 109 Yes 88 Prospect Street Farm on Prospect Street 9 10 7 26

D-3 11 Yes 161 Newtown Road Abuts Grassy Pond Brook & Grassy Pond Conservation Area 7 8 10 25

E-2 143 356 Central Street Idylwilde 9 9 7 25

E-4 11 585 Main Street Abuts Nashoba Brook, Corner of Brook and Main 7 10 8 25

G-4 174 19 Wetherbee Street Forested parcel abutting Wetherbee Conservation Area 7 9 9 25

H-2 94 79 Martin Street Stonefield Farm 7 10 8 25

H-2 61 10 Liberty Street Stonefield Farm 7 10 8 25

H-3A 2 Yes 64 School Street School St/Piper Lane 7 10 8 25

H-3A 3 4 Piper Lane Rear School St/Piper Lane 7 10 8 25

H-3A 6 Yes 76 School Street School St/Piper Lane 7 10 8 25

B-5 30 Quarry Road Rear Parcel abutting NARA; Water District Wellfield Protection 10 8 6 24

B-5 16 Quarry Road End Spur Trail to Westford: potential Rail Trail 10 8 6 24

C-5 38 9 Ledge Rock Way Potential rail trail to Westford/Powers Road 10 8 6 24

E-4 60 210 Great Road Abuts BFRT and Nashoba Brook 6 9 9 24

F-2A 1 Yes 18 Wright Terrace 18 Wright Terrace, warrant article for purchase:Town Meeting 2014 7 10 7 24

E-5 36 Yes 85 Esterbrook Road 85 Estabrook Rd 7 10 7 24

F-3 78 Yes 46 Taylor Road Abuts Arboretum 7 9 8 24

G-4 197 70 Hosmer Street Commonwealth parcel adjoining School St. fields 9 8 7 24

H-2A 74 Yes 86 Martin Street Part of Stonefield Farm 9 10 5 24

H-4 6 323 School Street Commonwealth owned  9 10 5 24

C-5 46-1 Yes 9 Granite Road Fitness Club 10 7 6 23

 RANKING OF OPEN SPACE PARCELS E1
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TOWN ATLAS 
PLATE

PARCEL STRUCTURES ADDRESS NOTES REC. OPEN 
SPACE

ENVIRO. 
SIGNIF.

SCORE

E-5 15 Yes 108 Strawberry Hill Road Open meadow/forest, abutting Spring Hill Conservation Area 7 9 7 23

H-2A 66 36 Stow Street Part of Stonefield Farm 8 10 5 23

E-4 8--6 126 Nagog Hill Road Conant Brook 6 8 8 22

G-4 198 96 Mass Ave Commonwealth owned  7 8 7 22

H-4 5 316 School Street Commonwealth owned  7 10 5 22

B-5 31 Quarry Road Rear Wellfield protection 6 8 7 21

C-3 22 215 Newtown Road Open Orchard/Hardwood Forest 6 8 7 21

D-6 3--4 20 Triangle Farm Lane Triangle Farm Lane 7 7 7 21

D-6 3--2 21 Triangle Farm Lane Triangle Farm Lane 7 7 7 21

G-4 209 58 Wetherbee Street State Police Barn 10 7 4 21

F-5 12-6 145 Strawberry Hill Road Pasture, Vista 6 8 7 21

B-5 35 Yes 924 Main Street Rifle Club: Welfield protection 7 7 6 20

B-5 15 Quarry Road End Wellfield protection, abuts NARA Park 5 8 7 20

I-3 64-3 119 Parker Street Rear Connection to Pratts Brook, Tenney Pond 5 7 8 20

I-3 1--1 112 Hight Street Behind Abutts Pratts Brook & Pratts Brook Conservation Area 5 7 8 20

I-3 1--2 108 Parker St. Rear (Pratts Brook) Abutts Pratts Brook & Pratts Brook Conservation Area 5 7 8 20

E-3 102 59 Newtown Road Conant Brook Flood Plain 4 7 8 19

E-6 9--1 1 Duston Lane Pope Road - Dustin Lane 7 8 4 19

G-5 95 66 Wetherbee St. Rear Commonwealth owned  4 7 8 19

G-5 96 25 Keefe Rd Behind Commonwealth owned  4 7 8 19

H-1 1 Willow Street Rear Stow Border- Abuts Heath Hen Conservation Area 5 6 8 19

H-1 2 133 Stow St. Behind Stow Border- Abuts Heath Hen Conservation Area 5 6 8 19

H-1 4 129 Stow St. Rear Stow Border- Abuts Heath Hen Conservation Area 5 6 8 19

H-1 5 182 Willow St. Behind Stow Border- Abuts Heath Hen Conservation Area 5 6 8 19

H-3A 38 5 River St Parcel abut Fort Pond Brook 2 9 8 19

H-3A 38-1 5 River St. Rear Parcel abut Fort Pond Brook 2 9 8 19

H-4 109 Yes 271 School Street Fort Pond Brook floodplain; rear of house’s lot abutts Fort Pond Brook 4 7 8 19

F5 12-5 Yes 135 Strawberry Hill Road Pasture, Vista 5 8 6 19

B-5 25-4 108 Nonset Path Back of Nonset- Abutts Wills Hole 3 7 8 18

D-2 15 Yes 6 Wampanoag Dr. Rear Lots, Wetlands 3 7 8 18

D-2 15-1  48 Nashoba Road Rear Lots, Wetlands 3 7 8 18

D-3 26 111 Newtown Road Wetlands 2 8 8 18

E-2 151 86 Arlington St. Wetlands- Grassypond Brook 3 7 8 18
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TOWN ATLAS 
PLATE

PARCEL STRUCTURES ADDRESS NOTES REC. OPEN 
SPACE

ENVIRO. 
SIGNIF.

SCORE

E-5 51 74 Strawberry Hill Road Open Meadow 5 6 7 18

E-5 51-50 Strawberry Hill Behind Davis Road Rear 5 6 7 18

E-5 51-51 Strawberry Hill Behind Davis Road Rear 5 6 7 18

E-5 51-1 74 Strawberry Hill Road Behind Open Meadow 5 6 7 18

E-5 6, 10  98 Strawberry Hill Road, Abuts Spring Hill Conservation Area 5 6 7 18

F-2B 106 Yes 12 Summer Street Rear of Lot, abuts Mt. Hope Cemetery 4 6 8 18

G-4 143 13 Wetherbee Street Rail Trail Parking Lot 7 3 8 18

G-4 176 99 Mass Ave. Abbuts Wetherbee 2 9 7 18

D-3 7--3 Yes 171 Newtown Rd. Rear Abuts Grassy Pond/ Bog habitat 2 5 10 17

E-5 14-10 1 Lady Slipper Lane Forested Open Space 5 6 6 17

H-2 58 84 Stow Street Wetlands- Floodplain 3 7 7 17

H-2 132 75 Stow Street Rear Wetlands- Floodplain 3 7 7 17

H-4 128-4 5 Lawsbrook Road Fort Pond Brook floodplain; rear of house’s lot abutts Fort Pond Brook 2 7 8 17

C-5 38-1 Yes 9 Ledge Rock Way REX Lumber- Rear Lot abutting BFRT and NARA Park 10 3 3 16

E-6 6--1 12 Spring Hill Road Forested wetland abutting Spring Hill Conservation Area 2 6 8 16

G-4 49-4 14 Horseshoe Drive Across from Ice House Pond - Forested 1 8 7 16

G-4 49-6 123 Concord Road Across from Ice House Pond - Forested 1 8 7 16

H-2A 8 12 Martin Street (Town Property) Abutting commuter lot- all wetlands 0 8 8 16

H-3 226-1 105 River Street Wetlands; on Fort Pond Brook 0 8 8 16

E-2 143-1 352 Central Street Farm field abutting Idylwilde 2 6 7 15

E-5 46 Davis Road Behind Detention pond 5 5 5 15

G-4 187 Mass. Ave. (State Property) Farm field abutting Wetherbee 2 8 5 15

H-2A 41 17 Stow Street Wetlands- Floodplain on Fort Pond Brook 0 7 8 15

H-2 25 Yes 45 Martin Street Wetlands- Floodplain on Fort Pond Brook 0 7 8 15

D-6 3--3 10 Triangle Farm Lane Triangle Farm Lane- Wet 0 7 7 14

E-3 102-2 17 Patriots Road Patriot’s Road - potential pocket park: gifted to town in 2014 6 4 4 14

E-4 13-5 8 Meadowbrook Road Patriot’s Road - potential pocket park: gifted to town in 2014 6 4 4 14

F-3A 89-1 49 Nagog Hill Road Open Meadow 2 7 5 14

F-4 41-1 81 Wood Lane Rear Back 1/2 of lot 3 6 5 14

G-4 184 60 Hosmer St. Owned by Commonwealth 2 7 5 14

G-4 185 135 Mass Ave. Owned by Commonwealth 2 7 5 14

E-5 14-11 11 Lady Slipper Lane End of Ladyslipper Lane 5 3 5 13

H-3 5 6 Arborwood Road Off Brucewood- Wetlands; on Fort Pond Brook 5 4 4 13
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TOWN ATLAS 
PLATE

PARCEL STRUCTURES ADDRESS NOTES REC. OPEN 
SPACE

ENVIRO. 
SIGNIF.

SCORE

I-2 20 15 Main Street Behind Abutting Stonefield Farm 7 3 3 13

H-2A 41-1 70 Maple Street Behind Wetlands- Floodplain on Fort Pond Brook 0 6 6 12

I-2 1 Yes 2 Apple Valley Drive Abutting Stonefield Farm 2 5 5 12

I-2 3 30 Liberty St. Rear Abutting Stonefield Farm 2 5 5 12

H-3 5 6 Arborwood Rd. (Framingham) Off Brucewood- Wetlands; undeveloped parcels 3 4 4 11

H-3 6 4 Arborwood Rd. (Framingham) Off Brucewood- Wetlands; undeveloped parcels 3 4 4 11

H-3 7 37 Brucewood Rd. (Framingham) Off Brucewood- Wetlands; undeveloped parcels 3 4 4 11

H-3 8 39 Brucewood Rd. (Framingham) Off Brucewood- Wetlands; undeveloped parcels 3 4 4 11

H-3 9 41 Brucewood Rd. (Framingham) Off Brucewood- Wetlands; undeveloped parcels 3 4 4 11

H-3 10 43 Brucewood Rd. (Framingham) Off Brucewood- Wetlands; undeveloped parcels 3 4 4 11

G-2 137-3 Yes 97 Central Street Lowell, Acton, and Maynard Railway Co. 7 1 1 9

I-2 22 31 Conant Street Large Parcel- Open Space 1 3 5 9

I-2 31 99 Martin Street Behind Abutting Stonefield Farm 0 3 5 8

H-2 103 Yes 85 Liberty Street Hammerhead off of Liberty 0 1 5 6

H-2 63 124 Stow Street Forested wetlands 0 1 5 6

H-3A 5 60 School St. Rear (TOA) School St 2 2 2 6

H-1 6 127 Stow Street Stow Border, possible old dumpsite 0 0 0 0

H-2 62 129 Stow Street Stow Border, possible old dumpsite 0 0 0 0

H-2 80 133 Stow Street Stow Border, possible old dumpsite 0 0 0 0

H-3A 3-1 6 Piper Lane (TOA) Easement: access to Great Hill from Piper Road 0 0 0 0

H-3A 39 11 River Street Abutts Great Hill; Piper Lane purchase 0 0 0 0

I-4 1 42 Independence Rd Rear W.R. Grace 0 0 0 0

I-4 2 50 Independence Road W.R. Grace 0 0 0 0

I-4 5 50 Independence Road W.R. Grace 0 0 0 0

I-4 6 47 Independence Road W.R. Grace 0 0 0 0

I-4 7 47 Independence Road W.R. Grace 0 0 0 0



12-76

12

The Town of Acton  Open Space and Recreation Plan  2014-2021F1

Compiled by Dr. Richard Howard
Additions from Pam Resor’s List

Gymnospermae – The Conifers

Juniperus communis Common juniper

Juniperus virginiana Upright juniper

Larix laricina American larch; 
tamarack

Picea abies Norway spruce

Picea mariana Black spruce

Pinus rigida Pitch pine

Pinus strobus White pine

Taxus canadensis Canadian yew

Tsuga canadensis Hemlock

Lichens

Map lichen

Pale shield lichen

Lycopodiaceae – Clubmoss family

Lycopodium clavatum Ground pine; 
Wolf’s claw 
clubmoss

Lycopodium 
complanatum

Running ground 
cedar

Lycopodium obscurum Princess pine

Mosses

Dicranum spp.

Leucobryum spp. Cushion mosses

Polytrichum spp. Haircap mosses

Sphagnum spp.  Sphagnum 
mosses

Thuidium spp. Fern mosses

Osmundaceae – Osmunda family

Osumnda cinnamonea Cinnamon fern

Osumnda claytoniana Interrupted fern

Osumnda regalis Regal fern

Polypodiaceae – Polypody family

Athyrium feilix-femina Lady fern

Botrychium multifidum Leathery grape 
fern

Dennstaedtia  
punctiloba

Hay-scented fern

Dryopteris intermedia Evergreen 
woodfern

Dryopteris marginalis Marginal woodfern

Dryopteris thelypteris Marsh fern

Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive fern

Polystichum 
acrostilchoides

Christmas fern

Pteridium aquilunum Bracken fern

Thelypteris 
noveborascensis

New York fern

Thelypteris palustris Marsh fern

FLOWERING PLANTS – 
MONOCOTYLEDONEAE
Amaryllidadeae – Amaryllis family

Hypoxis hirsuta Stargrass

Narcissus poeticus Poet’s narcissus

Narcissus 
pseudinarcissus

Daffodil

Araceae – Arum family

Arisaema atrorubens Jack-in-the-pulpit

Symplocarpus foetidus Skunk cabbage

Commelinaceae – Dayflower family

Commelina communis Dayflower

Cyperaceae – Sedge family

Carex bullata

Carex crinita Tussock sedge

Carex lurica

Carex pensylvanica

Carex stricta

Carex swainii

Carex sp.

Cyperus strigosus

Scirpus atrocinctus

Gramineae – Grass family

Agropyron repens Witch grass

Agrostis alba

Agrostis scabra Hair grass

Brachelytrum erectum

Calamogrostis 
canadensis

Blue-joint grass

Dactylis glomerata Orchard grass

Echinochloa crus-galli Barnyard grass

Eragrostis spectabilis Tumble grass

Glyceria canandensis Rattlesnake grass

Phlem pratense Timothy

Poa pratense June grass

Poa trivialis Rough-stalked 
meadow grass

Setaria glauca

Seteria faberii

Iridaceae – Iris family

Iris versicolor Blue flag

Sisyrinchium 
montanum

Blue-eyed grass

Juncaceae – Juncus family

Juncus effusus Rush

Juncus pelocarpus Swamp rush

Juncus tenuis Bog rush

Luzula multiflora Wood rush

Lemnaceae – Duckweed family

Lemma minor Duckweed

Wolffia columbiana Water meal

Lilicacea – Lily family

Asparagus officinalis Asparagus

Lilium canadense Canada lily

Maianthemum 
cansdense

Wild lily-of-the-
valley; Canada 
mayflower

Polygonatum 
pubascens

Solomon’s seal

Smilacina racemosa False solomon’s 
seal

Streptopus 
amplexifolius

Twisted stalk

Uvularia perfoliata Sessile bellwort; 
Wild oats

Uvularia sessilifolia Bellwort

Smilax glauca Cat briar

Smilax herbacea Carrion flower

Veratrum viride False hellebore

Orchidaceae – Orchid family

Cyperopedium acaule Pink Ladyslipper; 
moccasin flower

Epipactis helleboprine Helleborine

Goodyera pubescens Downy rattlesnake 
plantain

Typhaceae – Cattail family

Typha latifolia Cattail

FLOWERING PLANTS – 
DICOTYLEDONECAE

Aceraceae – Maple family

Acer Palmatum Japanese maple

Acer platanoides Norway maple

Acer rubrum Red maple

Acer saccharum Sugar maple

Aisoaceae – Carpetweed family

Mollugo verticillata Carpetweed

Anacardiaceae – Cashew family

Rhus glabra Sumac

Rhus radicans Poison ivy

Rhus tuphina Staghorn sumac

Apocynaceae – Dogbane family

Apocynum 
androsaemfolium

Dogbane

Aquilfoliaceae – Holly family

Ilex verticillata Black Alder

 PLANTS OF ACTON CENTER — 1986 F1
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Araliaceae – Ginseng family

Aralia nudicaulis Wild sarsaparilla

Asclepiadceae – Milkweed family

Asclepias incarnata Swamp milkweed

Asclepias syriaca Milkweed

Balsaminaceae – Impatiens family

Impatiens capensis Touch-me-not; 
jewel weed

Berberidaceae – Barberry family

Berberis thunbergii Japanese barberry

Berberis vulgaris Common barberry

Podphyllum pubescens Mayapple

Betulaceae – Birch family

Alnus rugosa Speckled alder

Alnus serrulata Common alder

Betula lenta Black birch

Betula papyrifera Paper birch

Betula populifolia Gray birch

Corylus americana American filbert; 
hazelnut

Campanulaceae – Bluebell family

Lobelia inflata Indian tobacco

Specularia perfoliata Venus’ looking 
glass

Caprifoliaceae – Honeysuckle family

Lonicera canadensis American fly-
honeysuckle

Lonicera morrowii Bush honeysuckle

Lonicera tatarica Tartarian 
honeysuckle

Sambucus canadensis Elderberry

Viburnum acesifolium Mapleleaf 
viburnum

Viburnum cassinoides Northern wild 
raisin; Witherod

Viburnum dentatum Southern 
arrowwood

Viburnum lentago Nannyberry

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose

Viburnum recognitum Northern 
arrowwood

Viburnum trilobum American 
highbush 
cranberry

Caryophyllaceae – Pink family

Arenaria laterflora

Cerastium arvense Field Chickweed

Cerastium vulgatum Mouse-eared 
chickweed

Saponaria officinalis Bouncing bet

Stellaria media Common 
chickweed

Celastraceae – Bittersweet family

Celastrus scandens Bittersweet

Euonymus alatus Burning bush

Chenopodiaceae – Goosefoot family

Chenopodium album Goosefoot

Clethraceae – White alder family

Clethra alnifolia White alder; sweet 
pepperbush

Compositae – Daisy family

Achilla millefolium Yarrow

Ambrosia artemisiifolia Common ragweed

Antennaria sp. Pussytoes

Arctium lappa Burdock

Aster acuminatus Whorled wood 
aster

Aster cordifolius Heart-leaved aster

Aster novae-anglicae New England 
aster

Aster novi belgii New York aster

Aster vimineus Wood aster

Bidens frondosa Beggar ticks

Chrysanthemum 
levcanthum

Ox-eye daisy

Cirsium vulgare Bull thistle

Conyza canadense Field daisy

taraxacum officinale Pilewort; fireweed

Erigeron annuus Daisy fleabane

Eupatorium dubium Joe-pye weed

Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset

Hieracium florentinum Hawkweed

Hieracium pratense King devil; yellow 
hawkweed

Lactuca canadensis Wild lettuce

Leontodon autumnalis Fall dandelion

Prenanthes alba White lettuce; 
Rattlesnake-root

Prenanthes trifoliata Gall-of-the-earth

Rudbeckia serotina Brown-eyed susan

Solidago bicolor White goldenrod

Solidago caesia Blue-stem 
goldenrod

Solidago canadensis Canadian 
goldenrod

Solidago graminifolia Narrow-leaf 
goldenrod

Solidago rugosa Rough-leaf 
goldenrod

Solidago uliginosa Grass-leaved 
goldenrod

Taraxacum officinale Dandelion

Convolvulaceae – Morning Glory 
family

Convolvulus sepium Bindweed

Cornaceae – Dogwood family

Cornus amomum Blue-fruited osier; 
silky dogwood

Cornus florida Eastern flowering 
dogwood

Cornus racemosa White-fruited 
osier; gray-
stemmed 
dogwood

Cornus stolonifera Red-stemmed 
dogwood

Crassulaceae – Stonewort family

Sedum purpureum Frogs’ bellies

Cruciferae – Mustard family

Arabis drummondii Drummond’s rock-
cress

Armoracia lapathifolia Horse-radish

Barbarea vulgaris Yellow mustard

Brassica sp. Wild mustards

Hesperis matrionalis Dame’s violet

Lepidium virginicum Pepper grass

Nasturtium officinale Water cress

Thlaspi arvense Stinkweed

Cucucbitaceae – Heath family

Chamardaphne 
calyculata

Leatherleaf

Gaultheria procumbens Teaberry; 
Checkerberry

Gaylussacia baccata Black huckleberry

Kalmia angustifloia Sheep laurel

Lyonia ligustrina Maleberry

Rhododendron 
canadense

Rhodora

Rhododendron 
viscosum

Swamp 
honeysuckle; 
clammy azalea

Vaccinium 
angustifolium

Late low 
blueberry

Vaccinium atrococcum Highbush black 
blueberry

Vaccinium 
corymbosum

Highbush 
blueberry

Vaccinium 
macrocarpon

Large cranberry

Vaccinium oxycoccus Small cranberry

Vaccinium vacillans Early lowbush 
blueberry
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Euphorbiaceae – Spurge family

Acalypha rhomoidea Three-seeded 
mercury

Fagacea – Beech family

Castenea dentata American chestnut

Quercus albo White oak

Quercus bicolor Swamp white oak

Quercus coccines Scarlet oak

Quercus ilicifolia Scrub oak

Quercus rubra Northern red oak

Quercus velutina Black oak

Geraniaceae – Geranium family

Geranium maculatum Wild geranium

Guttiferae – Saint-John’s-Wort family

Hypericum perforatum Common Saint-
John’s-Wort

Hypericum virginianum Swamp Saint-
John’s-Wort

Hamamelidaceae - Witch-hazel family

Hamamelis virginiana Common witch 
hazel

Juglandaceae – Black walnut family

Carya glabra Pignut hickory

Juglans cinerea Butternut

Juglans nigra Black walnut

Labiatae – Mint family

Glechoma hederacea Gill-over-the-
ground

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal

Lauraceae – Laurel family

Sassafras albidum Sassafras

Leguminosae – Pea family

Amphicarpa bracteata Hog-peanut

Coronilla varia Crown vetch

Desmodium sp. Tick-trefoil

Trifolium hybridum Alsike clover

Trifolium pratense Red clover

Trifolium repens White clover

Viccia cracca Vetch

Lythraceae – Loosestrife family

Lythrum salicareia Swamp loosestrife

Monotropaceae – Indian pipe family

Monotropa hypopithus Pinesap

Monotropa uniflora Indian pipe

Myricaceae – Bayberry family

Comptonia peregrina Sweetfern

Nymphaeaceae – Water lily family

Nuphar variegatum Yellow pond lily

Nyssaceae – Red gum family

Nyssa sylvatica Black tupulo

Oleaceae – Olive family

Forsythia sp. Forsythia

Fraxinus americana White ash

Onagraceae – Evening primrose 
family

Circaea quadrisulcata Enchanter’s 
nightshade

Epilobium coloratum Purple-leaved 
willow-herb

Oenothera biennis Evening primrose

Oxalidaceae – Sorrel family

Oxalis europaea Wood sorrel

Oxalis stricta Yellow wood 
sorrel

Papaveraceae – Poppy family

Chelidonium majus Celandine

Phytolaccaceae – Pokeweed family

Phytolacca americans  Pokeweed

Plantaginaceae – Plantain family

Plantago lanceolata English plantain

Plantago major Broadleaf plantain

Polemoniaceae – Phlox family

Phlox paniculata Garden phlox

Polygalaceae – Milkwort family

Polygala paucifolia Fringed ploygala; 
Gaywings

Polygonaceae – Buckwheat family

Polygonum cuspidatum Boston bamboo

Polygonum hydropiper Smartweed

Polygonum persicaria Lady’s thumb

Polygonum 
pensylvanicum

Pink weed

Polygonum sagittatum Arrow-leafed 
tearthumb

Polygonum scandens Climbing false 
buckwheat

Rumex acetosella Sheep sorrel

Rumex crispus Yellow dock

Rumex obtusifolius Black dock

Primulaceae – Primrose family

Lysimachia nummularia Pennywort

Lysimachia quadrifolia Whorled 
loosestrife

Trientalis borealis Star flower

Pyrolaceae – Shinleaf or WIntergreen 
family

Chimaphila maculata Striped 
pipsissewa 
or Spotted 
Wintergreen

Chimaphila umbellata Pipsissewa

Pyrola elliptica Shinleaf

Pyrola rotundifolia Shinleaf; Round-
leaved pyrola

Ranunculaceae – Buttercup family

Anemone quinquefolia Wood anemone

Anemonella 
thalictroides

Rue anemone

Aquilegia canadensis Columbine

Caltha palustris Marsh marigold

Coptis groenlandica Goldthread

Ranunculus bulbosa Swamp buttercup

Thalictrum polygamum Meadow rue

Rhamnaceae – Buckthorn family

Rhamnus catharica European 
buckthorn; 
common 
buckthorn

Rhamnus frangula Buckthorn

Roseceae – Rose family

Amelanchier 
canadensis

Shadbush

Crataegus 
macrosperma

Thorn apple

Fragaria virginiana Wild strawberry

Geum laciniata Avens

Malus sylvestrus Apple

Malus spp. Crab apple

Potentilla argentea Silvery cinquefoil

Potentilla recta Field cinquefoil

Potentilla simplex Common 
cinquefoil

Prunus pensylvanica Pin cherry

Prunus serotina Wild black cherry

Prunus virginiana Choke cherry

Pyrus melonocarpa Black choke 
cherry

Rosa carolina Pasture rose

Rosa multiflora Multiflora rose

Rosa rugosa Rugosa rose

Rosa virginiana

Rubus allegheniensis Blackberry

Rubus enslenii Brambles

Rubus idaeus Red raspberry

Rubus occidentalis Blackcap 
raspberry

Spiraea latifolia Meadowsweet
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Spiraea tomentosa Steeplebrush

Rubiaceae – Madder family

Galium aparine Rough bedstraw

Galium obtusum Swamp bedstraw

Houstonia caerulea Bluets

Mitchella repens Partridge berry

Salicaceae – Willow family

Populus grandidentata Big-toothed aspen

Populus tremuloides Quaking aspen

Salix alba v. vitellana White willow

Salix babylonia Weeping willow

Salix humilis Bush willow

Saxifragaceae – Saxifrage family

Ribes satium Current

Sarraceniaceae – Pitcher Plant family

Sarracenia purpura Pitcher plant

Scrophulariaceae – Figwort family

Chelone glabra Turtle-head

Linaria vulgaris Toadflax

Verbascum thapsus Mullein

Veronica officinalis Speedwell

Veronica serphyllifolia Thyme-leaved 
speedwell

Solanaceae – Potato family

Solanum americanum Nightshade

Solanum dulcamara Deadly nightshade

Ulmaceae – Elm family

Ulmus americana American elm

Umbelliferae – Dill family

Daucus carota Queen Anne’s 
lace

Hydrocotyle americana Water pennywort

Verbenaceae – Vervain family

Verbena hastata Blue vervain

Verbena urticifolia Swamp white 
vervain

Violaceae – Violet family

Viola blanda Sweet white violet

Viola conspera Dog violet

Viola fimbriata Northern downy 
violet

Viola lanceolata Lance-leafed 
violet

Viola pallens Blue violet

Viola papilionacea Common blue 
violet

Viola soraria Wood violet

Vitaceae – Grape family

Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia

Virginia creeper

Vitis labrusca Fox grape
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 I.    TOWN OF ACTON GOALS (from the 
last OSRP 2002-2007)

  1.  Preserve the rural character and 
history.

  2.  Protect the environment.

  3.  Improve recreational possibilities.

 II.   ACTON ARBORETUM’S MASTER 
PLAN MISSION AND GOALS

  1.  The Arboretum will provide an 
educational and aesthetically 
pleasing experience in and of 
the landscape. It will concentrate 
attention on the educational value of 
the following areas:

   •  Succession stages (ex. open field 
to scrub to bog and forest)

   •  Wildlife habitats

   •  Geological landforms (ex. esker, 
bog, streams, ponds, quarry)

   •  Historic site features

   •  Natural systems

   •  Effective gardening practices using 
the Arboretum as a learning tool

  2.  Native and introduced species hardy 
to the Acton area will be utilized 
and planted in a naturalized fashion 
within the framework of existing 
microclimates and soils (“right plant, 
right place.”)

 

III.  CORRELATING TOWN OBJECTIVES 
AS REFLECTED IN THE OSRP WITH 
ACTON ARBORETUM’S MASTER 
PLAN

  •   Preserving the rural character: 
The Acton Arboretum embodies 
both natural and man-made features 
that contribute to Acton’s character 
such as apple orchards, open fields, 
woodlands, ponds, country roads, 
scenic vistas and stonewalls. 

  •   Protecting the environment 
The utilization of the Acton 
Arboretum as a town natural resource 
include gardening, planting trees and 
shrubs, applying conservation land 
regulations, preserving ecosystems, 
promoting habitat diversity, protecting 
wetlands. Wildlife corridors are 
protected through land acquisition 
and public education.

  •   Improving recreational 
opportunities 
Town Staff and volunteers regularly 
maintain, upgrade and expand 
the possibilities for hiking the 
Arboretum’s trails by removing 
obstacles, blazing, mapping, building/
maintaining bridges and boardwalks 
over and through wetlands. Recent 
initiatives to better inform the 
public about accessibility are the 
expanded kiosk, website, ACAT Video 
and paved trail. Unlimited passive 
recreation is available to picnickers, 
painters, photographers, readers, 
poets, philosophers, musicians, etc.

 IV.  Current Description of the Acton 
Arboretum (May 2014)

   Location of Acton Arboretum and 
Current General Description 
Located in the town’s center, the 
Acton Arboretum consists of 65 acres 
of gardens, lawn with picnic tables, 
woods, meadows, swamps, ponds, old 
apple orchards, a glacial esker, and a 
bog. 

   The Arboretum has approximately 
3,000 feet of handicap accessible trail 
finished primarily in compressed stone 
dust; including 500 feet that is paved 
asphalt. The trails are not plowed in 
winter, therefore are not considered 
assessable in snowy or icy conditions.

   Current Parking Availability 
Parking is available at the Arboretum’s 
main entrance, off Taylor Road. Other 
entrances are on Concord Road on 
the Billings Trail and from Wood 
Lane and Minot Avenue. Much of 
the area adjacent to the parking lot 
is handicapped-accessible, and is 
open with graveled and paved paths, 
gardens, bridges, and picnic tables. 
Trails and paths crisscross the entire 
area. An information kiosk stands at the 
main entrance. Please see Section V. 
“The Future Five Year Improvements” 
for parking lot improvement plan.

   History in Brief 
The land, successively owned 
and improved by the Craigins, the 
Reeds, the Tuttles, and the Bridges, 
was acquired by the town in 1976 
and 1977. It was formalized as an 
Arboretum in 1986 when Town 

Meeting funded the purchase of plant 
materials and site improvements, 
and the original warrant article was 
amended by John Whittier and Brewster 
Conant to specify use of the property 
for an arboretum.

   Since then, the Arboretum has been 
developed through the efforts of the 
Friends of the Acton Arboretum, Inc., 
Tom Tidman, Acton Natural Resources 
Director and town staff, assisted 
by many volunteers and donors. 
The Acton Garden Club members 
maintain the Herb, Hosta, and Butterfly 
Gardens. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
completing large projects have worked 
on plantings, paths and boardwalks. 
Junior High and High School students 
perform service day clean-ups. Local 
businesses and landscaping firms have 
donated services and materials. The 
Friends of the Acton Arboretum, Inc. 
have been awarded various grants over 
the years to make maps, design and 
print educational materials and create 
gardens: 1992 George E. Stone Award 
from the Massachusetts Association 
of Tree Wardens and Foresters;1997 
Urban Forest Planning and Education 
Grant from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection; William P. Wharton Trust 
1992 and 1997 and in 2004; 
Community Preservation Act award 
in 2006 for $20,000 and another 
in 2013 to rebuild the Wildflower 
Boardwalk. 

    The Friends of the Acton 
Arboretum, Inc. 
The Friends of the Acton Arboretum, 
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Inc. was incorporated in 1991 as a 
non-profit organization and is a group 
of citizens who care about the natural 
world and share a vision of preserving 
and enhancing our natural resources 
for educational purposes. Friends 
contribute time, money, plants, and 
other gifts and talents in support of 
the Acton Arboretum to achieve these 
goals. 

    Trail Descriptions 
There are three major trails at the 
Acton Arboretum: the Orchard Loop, 
the Wildflower Loop, and the Highland/
Bog Loop (along with a number of 
interconnecting paths). An access trail 
on the property which connects the 
Arboretum to the sidewalk on Main 
Street is actually the right of way for a 
future sidewalk on Taylor Road. Along 
this access trail are the Swale Garden, 
the Daylily Collection, and a grouping 
of crab apple trees and native shrubs. 
In the next few years, part of this trail 
will be paved (asphalt), becoming a 
sidewalk extending from Main Street, 
along Taylor Road, connecting to 
Minot Avenue and Conant Elementary 
School. 

   The Orchard Loop Trail is a perimeter 
loop of the upper, most open, area 
of the Arboretum together with the 
old orchard grid to its south. This 
1,200-foot trail begins at the Taylor 
Road parking lot and is handicapped 
accessible with gentle grades, 
primarily made of crushed stone base 
with a number of benches along its 
length. It takes the walker through 
unique garden areas and past labeled 

specimen trees, as well as beside a 
small pond constructed in 1992. All 
are situated around the open grassy 
area along with old, granite, watering 
trough, dated 1878. Picnic tables and 
a stone reading circle add to the utility 
of the open area.

  Plantings along this trail include:

  •  An Herb Garden, designed as a 
replica of a typical 1700’s herb 
garden with medicinal, culinary, and 
strewing herbs, situated within and 
around an old foundation. 

  •  The Butterfly Garden, designed to 
provide plants to feed butterflies and 
their larval caterpillars.

  •  Hosta Garden, created in 1991 in 
honor of Judy Dempsey’s mother, 
Emily A. Paul.

   These 3 gardens are maintained by the 
Acton Garden Club volunteers. Situated 
along the more southerly reaches of 
the Orchard Trail are the Rhododendron 
Garden, groups of Japanese larches 
with an arbor, and areas of wetlands.

   The Wildflower Loop Trail leaves 
and rejoins the Orchard Loop Trail on 
the eastern and southern sides of the 
Arboretum property. On the northern 
edge is a handicap accessible Lilac 
and Fragrance garden (built with 
CPC funding) with benches. Features 
along this route are two ponds (one 
on private property), an extensive 
Wildflower Garden and boardwalk, a 
Fern Garden with a boardwalk and 
small brook crossing and several 
benches. The Wildflower loop was 
created in 1992 with the aid of a 

William P. Wharton Grant. The trail was 
designed as an interior loop, 2,280 
feet in length, and is handicapped 
accessible. Its location was chosen to 
take advantage of more than 780 feet 
of uplands hardwood forest, ideal for 
establishing a wildflower collection. 
The Wildflower Loop also features a 
fern collection along the Mary’s Brook 
boardwalk.

   New Paved Section:  
A 500-foot section of this trail was 
paved in asphalt in July 2010 (paid 
for jointly by the Town of Acton and 
the Friends of the Acton Arboretum) 
because severe seasonal erosion 
had made it inaccessible. Scouts 
and volunteers have planted grass 
and wildflowers along the edges to 
enhance and protect the path during 
heavy rains.

   The Wildflower Garden along this 
trail loop was created in the 1990’s by 
Acton volunteers and Acton Director 
of Natural Resources, Tom Tidman. 
A naturalistic garden with labels was 
created next to a boardwalk and pond 
with additional naturalized plantings 
along the trail. Volunteers continuously 
donate plants on a large scale. Please 
see www.elmpost.org/trail.htm for an 
illustrated tour of this garden. Acton 
resident Bruce Carley has dedicated 
himself to this wildflower garden for 
approximately 20 years.

   Most of the species along this 
trail were manually planted with 
native wildflowers that have been 
re-introduced. Only a few species of 
wildflowers, such as Jack-in-the-pulpit, 

wood anemone, and some of the ferns, 
were growing here naturally before the 
work on the gardens began.

   There are roughly a hundred native 
species Including a few types of 
uncommon ferns, totaling over 3,000 
plants Exclusively native wildflowers 
have been deliberately planted by 
volunteers who have worked tirelessly 
to build the collection.

   The Highland-Bog Loop Trail is a 
3,500 foot journey from the highest 
area In the Arboretum to the lowest. 
The 30 acres traversed by this trail, 
in the most southerly portion of the 
Arboretum, comprise a wide variety of 
forest types, succession growth and 
geological features. It is based on old 
farm roads, cow paths, and food trails, 
and is not handicapped-accessible

   Along the southwestern portion, the 
trail follows a narrow, long hill or esker. 
After descending the esker, the trail 
crosses a quaking bog, with its specific 
plant community, along a winding 
boardwalk. In a sort distance, the trail 
leads back toward the main Arboretum 
and completes the Highland-Bog Loop.

 V.  THE FUTURE

   The Friends of the Acton Arboretum, 
Inc. will continue to work to support 
the Arboretum according to its 
mission statement (Section II above) 
on projects within the scope of the 
organization. 
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   Two Year Improvements (2014, 
2015)

  •  Rebuild the Bog Boardwalk to be 
accessible with a paved ramp from 
Minot Avenue sidewalk, including 
educational maps and kiosk depicting 
a “glacial loop trail” and with one or 
two street-side accessible parking 
spaces

  •  Replace the kiosk by the main 
parking lot

  •  Enhance the website to provide more 
information about accessibility and 
the collections

  •  Create an accessibility guide 
documenting trail characteristics 
and use the data collected to post 
signs at trailheads describing the trail 
conditions

  •  Expand and pave the Taylor Road 
parking lot and install a rain garden 
to catch and filter parking lot storm 
water runoff and to replenish the 
water supply

   Five Year Improvements (2014–
2018)

  •  Recover the use of the Arboretum 
access at 46 Wood Lane

  •  Replace the boardwalk over Mary’s 
Brook

  •  Add electricity to the Arboretum

  •  Install a well as an alternative for 
irrigation to the Acton town water 
supply, replacing pipes to hose 
hook-up points while continuing to 

provide one or two drinking fountains 
supplied by Acton town water

  •  Construct a formal entrance to the 
Arboretum funded by grant money or 
CPA

  •  Hire a full or part-time caretaker for 
the Acton Arboretum (See appendix 
F3 for the job description)

   Ten Year Improvements (by end 
2023)

  •  Build a “green” visitor’s center that 
uses renewable energy and building 
materials and with composting toilets
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 I.  DUTIES

  1. Upper grounds

• cut grass

• maintain picnic tables

• kill poison ivy

• stone dust trails maintenance

 – keep trails level, fill washout 
gullies

 – keep cobbles prominent

 – spray grass/weeds growing in 
stone dust

• plant trees and shrubs

• apple raking, seasonal (winter, 
spring, fall) cleanups

• meadow work

 – plant seeds, plants, flowers

• mulch gardens, weed and prune in 
coordination with garden club

• ranger on site 

• apply fertilizer, compost, lime, etc.

  2. Buildings management: 
   a)  indoor meeting/function space 

(solar panels, composting toilets, 
small office fieldstone fireplace)
booking of the function space for 
scouts, events, etc.

   b)  storage space for maintenance 
equipment

  3.  Volunteer coordinator (students, 
FAA, LSC, Acton Garden Club)

  4. Parking lot and kiosk maintenance

 

 5. Back 40

• trail maintenance, mulching, 
hardening/corduroying wet areas

• boardwalk repair

• blow-down removal

 II.  SKILLS REQUIRED

• people skills: working with the 
public (friendly, flexible, good 
communication)

• carpentry

• moderately heavy equipment: 
mower, weed-whacker, bobcat, 
chainsaw)

• gardening skills

• laptop computer and cell phone 
with GPS

 III. SUPERVISED BY/REPORTS TO: 
  Tom Tidman and ConsCom

F3 FULL- OR PART-TIME POSITION FOR ACTON ARBORETUM CARETAKER

F2
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SUMMARY
The accessibility of Town 

conservation and recreational facilities 
was determined through a self-evaluation 
process for the OSRP by members of 
the Natural Resources Department, 
the Recreation Department, the Land 
Stewardship Committee, the Commission 
on Disabilities and the Recreation 
Commission. The two members of the 
Recreation Department who surveyed 
the playgrounds are Playground Safety 
Instructors certified by the National 
Recreation and Playground Association. 
The Board of Directors of the Friends 
of the Acton Arboretum, Inc. assisted 
in compiling the Arboretum inventory. 
Two members of the Commission on 
Disabilities (COD) have visited the Acton 
Arboretum and assessed the improved 
trails and boardwalks. The COD and Land 
Stewardship Committee were consulted 
on the transition plans for improvement 
to conservation lands, the “ADA Self 
Evaluation Inventory Matrix,” and the ADA 
Grievance policy. Three members of the 
Acton Building Department are certified 
building officials and are consulted for 
review of new trail boardwalk plans. 
All documents for this Appendix G are 
kept on file in the town offices of the 
Conservation Commission and the Town 
Administrator.

CURRENT ACCESSIBILITY IN ACTON
Acton has made many improvements 

to its open space and recreation facilities 
to make them more universally accessible. 
The town is in the process of creating 
a State-sponsored “Complete Streets” 

policy, which will make connecting 
conservation land trails, future rail trails 
and safe, on-street amenities a priority. 
The goal of Complete Streets is to design 
and operate streets to provide safety, 
comfort and access for users of all ages 
and abilities for users of the roads, trails 
and transit systems, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, Other Power-Driven Mobility 
Devices (OPDMDs) and wheelchairs. 
Trails at the Acton Arboretum have been 
paved in recent years for a universal, 
more enjoyable experience to visitors. Old 
boardwalks at the Arboretum are being 
upgraded. From the outset when NARA 
Park was created in 1999, a paved trail 
circumnavigating the park was installed for 
maximum usability by park patrons. 

The crowning universal access 
achievement in Acton, as well as for the 
entire State of Massachusetts, was the 
building and opening of the first Miracle 
Field, which is annexed to NARA Park. This 
field is universally accessible to children 
and adults with disabilities, and has the 
Miracle League of Massachusetts running 
regular baseball games each season. (See 
http://www.miracleleagueofma.com/) The 
Miracle League of Massachusetts is “…an 
all volunteer, non-profit organization 
that gives children with disabilities 
a chance to play baseball as part of  
a team in an organized league at no 
cost to their family…It’s hundreds of  
dedicated players, parents, coaches, 
buddies, fans and volunteers who 
come together…to support, encourage 
and inspire each other. It’s what 
happens when everyone is included 
and diversity is embraced.” The 

Conceptual plan has been designed for a 
universal, “comfort station” at NARA, in 
close proximity to the Miracle Field, with 
restrooms and a snack bar. Improvements 
continue to be made at NARA, such as an 
universal picnic pavilion under construction 
and scheduled for 2014 completion, for 
sheltered gatherings. The Friends of the 
Acton Arboretum, Inc. and the Recreation 
Department are always thinking of ways 
to include persons of all ability levels 
in Arboretum and other recreational 
programming. All buildings used for 
programs are ADA accessible. Public 
meetings for the Recreation Commission, 
Land Stewardship Committee, Open Space 
Committee and Conservation Commission 
are all held in ADA accessible buildings 
such as the Acton Town Hall and the 
Acton Memorial Library. 

POTENTIAL FOR WATER ACCESS
NARA Park has a paved, universal, ½ 

mile trail around the pond, and a one mile, 
paved, loop trail around the perimeter of 
the park. There is a universally accessible 
wooden boardwalk with railings where 
persons in wheelchairs can fish. The 
beach is accessible via paved trail and the 
facility lends a beach wheelchair, which 
is free for use by patrons. There is also 
an ADA compliant boat ramp with railings 
and a dock for enjoyment of the water 
views and/or for fishing. The dock has 
toe bumpers to prevent wheelchairs from 
rolling off the edge. 

The Town has a public swimming 
pool at the high school. It is ADA 
compliant with an automated lift to 
accommodate persons with limited 

mobility. It is available to citizens through 
publicly noticed hours (http://comed.
ab.mec.edu/openswims.shtml) and a 
nominal fee. The Community Education 
program offers a full Red Cross Swim 
Program at this pool throughout the 
year. Parking lots at NARA, the Miracle 
Field, and the Acton Arboretum have 
the appropriate number of handicap 
accessible parking spaces in proportion 
to the total number of spaces. Information 
kiosks and signage at NARA, the Miracle 
Field and the Acton Arboretum are also 
accessible. 

There is much room for improvement 
at our conservation lands. Of the 18 
individual parcels with marked, maintained 
trail systems, only one has marked 
and designated handicap accessible 
parking. We have created a plan for 
improvement that will provide a better 
level of enjoyment of these open space 
parcels than there is today, either by 
increasing the parking and providing 
a handicap parking space; adding a 
bench for resting; or paving a section 
of trail from the parking lot to a scenic 
vista. These types of projects require 
the work of several town departments 
(Engineering, Conservation, Natural 
Resources and Highway) to design and 
build, and can be costly. We strive to 
complete one improvement project per 
year. Sites selected were determined by 
the slope, drainage, surface condition and 
practicality of building a universal trail. 
All conservation land kiosks are equipped 
with QR (“Quick Response”) codes, 
downloadable maps when scanned by 
a smart phone and map boxes stocked 
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with paper maps. A subcommittee of the 
Land Stewards and the Friends of the 
Acton Arboretum are currently working to 
create an improved trail map prototype 
that provides detailed trail information for 
the comfort, safety and convenience of all 
visitors.

SIGNAGE
Conservation land trail systems utilize 

rectangular “blazing” on trees along the 
trail. Kiosks at trail heads explain the 
color-coded system with colored maps 
and notices. Trails are generally well-
marked and cleared of large obstructions. 
A few of the more complex trails have 
“You Are Here” notice boards at confusing 
trail junctions. Some trail systems have 
large wooden signs that indicate the 
distance to a parking lot or a major 
road. Most trails have painted arrows 
indicating the direction the trail may take 
a sharp turn. A committee comprised of 
Natural Resources Staff, Land Stewards 
and Friends of the Acton Arboretum, Inc. 
board members are designing better maps 
and experimenting with the creation of 
interactive web pages that can give more 
detailed trail information to visitors. Once 
that prototype is created, town staff and 
Land Stewards will complete similar maps 
for the other 17 maintained parcels.

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS AND 
ALTERNATIVE EXPERIENCES

The Natural Resources Department, 
the Recreation Department and the 
Community Education programs in Acton 
all provide interpretive programs, hikes, 
outings and events. Every effort is made 

to be sensitive and inclusive of interested 
participants of all abilities. Programs 
can be adapted as needed for universal 
access. The Natural Resources Director 
goes into the public schools to teach 
about birds, construct bird houses, and 
show the students how to draw owls. This 
program is universally accessible. The 
Acton Conservation Trust and the Friends 
of the Acton Arboretum provide events, 
speakers and meetings at the Acton 
Town Hall, a fully ADA compliant building. 
The Town should also make an effort to 
make all programs more accessible for 
individuals with a range of disabilities 
through trained interpreters, technologies, 
or devices as necessary and appropriate.

OTHER POWER-DRIVEN MOBILITY 
DEVICES

Acton does not yet have an OPDMD 
policy. Trails are in the process of being 
assessed for width, slope and cross slope. 
We foresee the time is coming when we 
will be ready to create an OPDMD policy 
in the near future. Trails at the Acton 
Arboretum and NARA are certainly able 
to accommodate OPDMD’s now. Visitors 
to the Miracle Field can access the trail 
around the entire NARA park using an 
OPDMD. 

COMMUNICATION
Town officials and volunteer 

committees are looking forward to 
publicizing the designation of our new 
ADA Coordinator, notices, policies and 
procedures for future use by all citizens 
and employees. Town staff and volunteers 
will look into implementing regular 

outreach to and inclusion of the disabled 
community. Staff and volunteers are 
looking into possible website links (i.e. 
Town, Friends of the Acton Arboretum, 
Land Stewardship Committee) to provide 
opportunities for questions to be asked 
and answered and other feedback to be 
provided.

INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE SELF-
EVALUATION PROCESS

The following people have assisted in 
the self-evaluation process: Tom Tidman, 
Jim Snyder-Grant, Joe Will, Cathy Hatfield, 
Cathy Fochtman, Maura Haberman, 
Melissa Rier, Frances Portante, Bettina 
Abe, Frank Ramsbottom, Mark Barbadoro, 
Steve Ledoux, Janet Adachi, Maryjane 
Kenney, Marianne Fleckner, Bernice Baran, 
Steve Baran, Cindy Patton, Daniel Factor, 
Lisa Franklin, Leslie Johnson, Madeleine 
Harvey, Wen Li.
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 APPOINTMENT OF ADA COORDINATOR G2
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G3-1. POLICY
The Town of Acton does not 

discriminate on the basis of disability in 
the admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its programs or 
activities. The Town’s ADA Coordinator has 
been designated to monitor compliance 
with the non-discrimination requirements 
in the Section 504 regulations and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act regulations 
as implemented by the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission and the 
Department of Justice.

G3-2. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
The following grievance procedure is 

established to meet the requirements of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. It may 
be used by any employee who wishes 
to file a complaint alleging discrimination 
on the basis of disability in employment 
practices and policies or the provision of 
services, activities, programs, and benefits 
by the Town of Acton.

a)  The complaint should be in writing and 
contain information about the alleged 
discrimination such as name, address, 
telephone number of complainant and 
location, date and description of the 
problem. Reasonable accommodations, 
such as personal interviews or a tape 
recording of the complainant, will 
be made available for persons with 
disabilities who are unable to submit a 
written complaint.

b)  The complaint should be submitted by 
the grievant and/or his/her designee as 
soon as possible but no later than 60 
calendar days after the alleged violation 
to the Acton Board of Selectmen and 
the ADA Coordinator.

c)  Within fifteen calendar days after 
receipt of the complaint, the ADA 
Coordinator will meet with the 
complainant to discuss the grievance 
and possible resolutions. The ADA 
Coordinator will inform the complainant 
about the existence of and the contact 
information for the Acton Commission 
on Disabilities, should the complainant 
wish to discuss their grievance with 
that Commission. 

d)  Within 15 calendar days after the 
meeting, the ADA Coordinator 
will respond in writing, and where 
appropriate in a format accessible to 
the complainant such as audiotape. The 
response will explain the position of 
the Town of Acton and offer options for 
substantive resolution of the complaint. 

e)  If the response of the ADA Coordinator 
does not satisfactorily resolve the 
issue, the complainant and/or his/her 
designee may appeal the decision of 
the ADA Coordinator within 15 days 
after receipt of the response to the 
Board of Selectmen or their designee.

f)  Within 15 calendar days after the 
receipt of the appeal, the Acton Board 
of Selectmen or their designee will 
meet with the complainant to discuss 
the complaint and possible resolutions. 
Within 15 calendar days after this 
meeting, the Board of Selectmen or 
their designee will respond in writing, 
and where appropriate in a format 
acceptable to the complainant, such as 
audiotape, with a final resolution of the 
complaint.

g)  All complaints received by the ADA 
Coordinator, appeals to the Acton Board 
of Selectmen or their designee, and 
responses from the ADA Coordinator 
and the Acton Board of Selectmen or 
their designee will be kept by the Town 
of Acton for at least three years.

G3 AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE FOR EMPLOYEES
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 STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE ADA AND EEO EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES G4
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G5-1 POLICY
The Town of Acton commits itself 

to the principles and practices of equal 
employment opportunity, in compliance 
with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights 
Acton of 1964; Executive order No. 227 
as amended; MGL Chapter 151B; and all 
other applicable Federal and State laws 
and regulations.

G5 EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
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 STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES G6
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G7 EXAMPLES OF JOB NOTICES
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APPENDIX	  G7	  

Open	  Space	  &	  Recreation	  Plan	   	   Appendix	  G7-‐2	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Town	  of	  Acton	  

Highway	  Department	  

Truck	  Driver/Laborer	  

	   	  

	  

	  

	  

Seeking a Truck Driver/Laborer position with the Highway Department.  Full-time 
benefited union position. 
 
Duties:  Operating vehicles and equipment and performing tasks associated with the 
construction and maintenance of town ways.  Must be available for snow removal and 
other emergency work.  A valid driver’s license, CDL Class B endorsement or greater 
with an airbrake license is required at hire.  Massachusetts Hoisting License, Class 2 B or 
greater within 12 months of hire or by next available testing period, whichever is sooner.  
NIMS within 1 year and State Ethics Certification within 30 days are required. 
 
Salary:  starting at $19.82/hour.  

   

Submit cover letter and resume to:   Human Resources Department, Town Hall, 472 Main 
St. Acton, MA 01720. Or, e-mail hr@acton-ma.gov. 

Acton is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

Deadline:  April 25, 2014 

APPENDIX	  G7	  

Open	  Space	  &	  Recreation	  Plan	   	   Appendix	  G7-‐3	  

	  

Internal Job Posting 
Town of Acton  

 

Full-Time Dispatcher 
 

January 24, 2014 
 

The Town of Acton is seeking a full time benefitted Dispatcher reporting to the Police Chief and the Fire Chief. 

  
Duties:  Responsible for the dispatching and clerical work in monitoring the communications area in the 
Police and Fire Departments including:  responding to emergency 911 and other telephone calls, handling radio 
communications and performing computer entry tasks.   

 

Minimum Entrance Requirements:  Position requires medical examination including a 
hearing test.  Applicants must have high school degree or equivalency and two years of work experience. Training 
in Emergency Management Systems is required upon hire.   Applicant must be available for night and weekend 
hours.  

 

Preferred Qualifications:   Excellent verbal communication skills. Good computer skills.  The 
ability to multi-task and respond quickly to emergency situations. 

 

Pay Rate:  Step 1, $18.8797/hour 

 

To Apply:  Submit resume and cover letter to Human Resources Department, Town Hall, 472 

Main Street, Acton MA 01720.  Or e-mail to hr@acton-ma.gov.  Acton is an EOE. 

 

Deadline:  Internal applications must be received no later than February 3, 2014 
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G8 EMPLOYEE NON-HARASSMENT COVER LETTER
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 PERSONNEL ANTI-HARASSMENT POLICY G9
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G10 TOWN OF ACTON APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT






































































































































 


 

























































































  





























































































































































































































  



































































































 










































































































 
























































































































 




































































 
















































































  


























































































































































































































































































































 






























































 


















































































  























































































 










































































































 














































































    

A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 G

10
To

w
n 

of
 A

ct
on

 A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

fo
r E

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

O
pe

n 
S

pa
ce

 &
 R

ec
re

at
io

n 
P

la
n 

20
14

-2
02

1
A

pp
en

di
x 

G
10

-1



12-98

12

The Town of Acton  Open Space and Recreation Plan  2014-2021G10


























 




















































































































































 











































































 













































































 













































































 













































































   



























































































































































 








































































































 















































































































 




















































































































 















































































































































































 








































































































 















































































































 




















































































































 



























































































 








































































































 















































































































 




















































































































 













































































































































































































































































 

 































































































 































































































A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 G

10
To

w
n 

of
 A

ct
on

 A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

fo
r E

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

O
pe

n 
S

pa
ce

 &
 R

ec
re

at
io

n 
P

la
n 

20
14

-2
02

1
A

pp
en

di
x 

G
10

-2



12-99

12

The Town of Acton  Open Space and Recreation Plan  2014-2021 G10








 



















































 




























































































 



























































































 













































 




























































































 



























































































 













































 




























































































 



























































































 






























































































































































































































































































































































 



































































































 


















































 















































































































































































 
































































































































































































































































































 








































































































































 































































































































































 


























































































































































 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































 




































































































































































A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 G

10
To

w
n 

of
 A

ct
on

 A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

fo
r E

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

O
pe

n 
S

pa
ce

 &
 R

ec
re

at
io

n 
P

la
n 

20
14

-2
02

1
A

pp
en

di
x 

G
10

-3



12-100

12

The Town of Acton  Open Space and Recreation Plan  2014-2021G10









































































































































































































 















































































 





















































































































  


















































































    



































 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
 G

10
To

w
n 

of
 A

ct
on

 A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

fo
r E

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

O
pe

n 
S

pa
ce

 &
 R

ec
re

at
io

n 
P

la
n 

20
14

-2
02

1
A

pp
en

di
x 

G
10

-4



12-101

12

The Town of Acton  Open Space and Recreation Plan  2014-2021 G11

1.  The Recreation Commission is 
committed to providing maximum 
opportunity to receive citizen 
comments, complaints and to resolve 
grievances or inquiries.

2.  The Recreation Director will be available 
during office hours to meet with 
citizens and employees to discuss 
complaints.

3.  When a complaint, grievance or request 
for program policy interpretation or 
clarification is received, every effort 
will be made to create a record 
regarding contact information, nature 
of the complaint, program policy 
interpretation, clarification and 
resolution.

4.  All complaints, grievances or request 
for program policy interpretation will be 
responded to by telephone or in writing 
within ten working days.

5.  If the issue is not resolved at this level, 
complaint can be forwarded to the 
Recreation Commission in writing or in 
person at the next scheduled monthly 
Commission meeting.  The Recreation 
Commission will deliberate the matter 
during their meeting and respond to the 
complaint within ten working days.

6.  If the grievance is not satisfactorily 
resolved, citizens will be informed of 
the opportunity to bring their complaint 
before the Board of Selectmen.

7.  A copy of the complaint and its 
disposition will be provided to the Town 
ADA Coordinator so that a complete 
record of the ADA grievances will be 
compiled in one central location.

G11 RECREATION COMMISSION GRIEVANCE POLICY FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC
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Recreation Faciity 
or Conservation 
Land

Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches Water Features Alternative 
Programs Responsibilty Abuts Transition Plan Comments

If more than 
one

On street (O), 
Unpaved (U), 
Paved (P), 

ADA

Bumpy (B), 
Unpaved (U), 

Paved (P), Steep-
>10% (S), ADA

Yes, ADA
Total number; 
Number ADA 

compliant

Distance 
to nearest; 

Total 
number 

Obstacles to 
access or Special 
accomodations

Focused 
on needs 
of some 
disability 

community

Recreation, 
Conservation, 

Other Municipal, 
Schools

Planned 
Accessibility 
Upgrades

Other Accessibiity Features 
or Issues

Arboretum

Concord 
Road 

Sidewalk
O B/U/S

Wet areas with and 
without boardwalks; 
Boardwalk over bog; 

Drinking fountain

Conservation

Minot Avenue O B/U/S   20 ft,1

ADA parking 
and ADA access 
to and over new 
bog boardwalk

Taylor Road U ADA Yes, ADA 7, 1 ADA
75 feet E, 

10+,
ADA parking 

upgrade

Wood Lane O U   
600 feet 

S,1

Main Street O U Yes  
300 feet E, 

10+
Paved sidewalk

Bulette/Town Forest O B/U/S    Wetlands Crossing  Conservation

Camp Acton U B/U/S Yes 8  Conservation Spring Hill

Caouette/Simeone O    Other Municipal

Canoe Launch U U/S    Canoe Launch  Conservation

Conant School: Hart 
Field

ADA ADA
ADA in 
school

 
Bleachers 

only
  Recreation

Conant School: 
MacPherson Field

 B/U/S     Recreation in the woods

Concord Rd Field ADA U Yes   Recreation
Morrison 

Farm
sidewalk to field

Douglas School Field ADA P
ADA in 
school

 20 ft, 4 Marsh Boardwalk Schools
Elm St. 
facilities

Elm St: Fields, 
Playground, 
Basketball and Tennis 
Courts

ADA P/U B,U,P,ADA
ADA in 
school

 100 ft, 7
Marsh Boardwalk, 
Drinking Fountain

Recreation

Douglas 
School Field, 
Gates School 

Field

playground ADA 
upgrade 2014

ADA boardwalk to Gates 
School

Gardner Field and 
Playground

O/P/U/ADA B/U   10 ft, 4 Drinking Fountain  Recreation

Gates School Field ADA P
ADA in 
school

2 2 Marsh Boardwalk Yes Schools

Douglas 
School Field, 
Elm Street 
facilities

School playgrounds

Goward Playground ADA P
ADA, in 
library

ADA 10 ft, 5 Recreation LIbrary
Playground ADA, 
upgrade 2014

Grassy Pond

Nagog Hill 
Road

U U  
0.5miles 

S, 1
Dock for viewing or 
fishing,bridge over 
wetlands, wetlands 

crossing

 
Conservation

Nagog Hill

Newtown 
Road

U B/U/S  
0.7 miles 

N, 1
  

 ACCESSIBILITY INVENTORY G12
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Recreation Faciity 
or Conservation 
Land

Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches Water Features Alternative 
Programs Responsibilty Abuts Transition Plan Comments

If more than 
one

On street (O), 
Unpaved (U), 
Paved (P), 

ADA

Bumpy (B), 
Unpaved (U), 

Paved (P), Steep-
>10% (S), ADA

Yes, ADA
Total number; 
Number ADA 

compliant

Distance 
to nearest; 

Total 
number 

Obstacles to 
access or Special 
accomodations

Focused 
on needs 
of some 
disability 

community

Recreation, 
Conservation, 

Other Municipal, 
Schools

Planned 
Accessibility 
Upgrades

Other Accessibiity Features 
or Issues

Great Hill

Kelley Road O B/U/S    

Ponds, streams, 
bridge over stream

Conservation

Main Street U B/U/S    Conservation

Piper Road 
North

O U    Conservation

Piper Road 
South

O U/S    Conservation

School Street 
(Recreation 
Entrance)

ADA ADA Yes 2,0  Recreation

Guggins Brook
Central Street U B/U Stream,  Wetlands 

crossing
Conservation Jenks

Mass Ave O U

Heath Hen Meadow

Billings Street O B/U

Boardwalks over 
wetlands

Conservation

Mt Hope 
Cemetery

U U

Robbins 
Street

O B/U

Prescott Road O B/U/S

High School Baseball 
Fields (2)

P, ADA U, B   10ft, 1   Schools

High School Lower 
Fields

P, ADA P, ADA Yes, ADA 6  
ADA Drinking 

Fountain
Schools Skate Park ADA artificial turf

High School Tennis 
Courts

P, ADA P, U
In school 

ADA
10 ft, 

bleachers
Schools

High School Leary 
Field (and track)

P, ADA P, U, B, ADA Yes, ADA  50 ft, 2  ADA turf Schools Junior High
new track under 

constr. 2014
ADA artificial turf

High School Pool 
(Indoor)

P, ADA ADA in school In school n/a n/a
Public swimming 

hours
ADA lift Schools

Ice House Pond U,B U,B 10 ft, 1 Pond, canoe launch Recreation
Morrison 

Farm
ADA parking, 
boardwalks

Jenks Land U B/U/S    Stream crossing  Conservation Guggins

Jones Field and 
Playground

100 ft, 1 Recreation

Junior High School 
Front Field

ADA ADA
ADA in 
school

 200 ft, 2   Schools

Miracle Field ADA ADA
Nearby 
at NARA 
(ADA)

1 ft, 4
ADA drinking 

fountain, NARA 
Pond

Yes Recreation
NARA,Will’s 

Hole

New comfort 
station with ADA 

toilets

Morrison Farm Yes
Irrigation facility for 

gardens
Yes Recreation

Ice House 
Pond, 

Concord Rd 
Field
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Recreation Faciity 
or Conservation 
Land

Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches Water Features Alternative 
Programs Responsibilty Abuts Transition Plan Comments

If more than 
one

On street (O), 
Unpaved (U), 
Paved (P), 

ADA

Bumpy (B), 
Unpaved (U), 

Paved (P), Steep-
>10% (S), ADA

Yes, ADA
Total number; 
Number ADA 

compliant

Distance 
to nearest; 

Total 
number 

Obstacles to 
access or Special 
accomodations

Focused 
on needs 
of some 
disability 

community

Recreation, 
Conservation, 

Other Municipal, 
Schools

Planned 
Accessibility 
Upgrades

Other Accessibiity Features 
or Issues

Nagog Hill

Hazelnut 
Street

O P then U/S

Bridges over 
streams, bridges 
over wetlands, 

stream crossings

Conservation

 

Nagog Hill 
Road South 

(next to 
Hybid Farm)

U B/U  

Nagog Hill 
Road North 

(Grassy Pond 
Parking)

U B/U/S Grassy Pond

NARA

Ledge 
Rock Way, 
including 

playground

P, ADA P, ADA ADA
2 ADA, 17 

total
25 ft, 3 ADA dock, ADA 

showers, ADA 
drinking fountains, 
trail around pond

Yes

Recreation
Miracle Field, 
Will’s Hole

New picnic 
pavilion 2014, 
20 tables, 2 

ADA

Beach wheelchair available

Quarry 
Road (near 

Ampitheater)
ADA P, ADA

ADA 
(portable)

 Yes

Nashoba Brook

Davis Road U U  0.2 Miles N Bridges over brooks, 
boardwalks over 

wetlands, crossings 
over wetlands

Conservation Spring HillNorthbriar 
Road

O B/U  0.2 Miles N

Wheeler Lane U ADA Yes 30 Yards E

North Acton 
Community Gardens

U B, U 1  Recreation

Pacy Land
Central Street O U   Crossing over 

wetland
Conservation

Tupelo Way U U

Parker Damon Field ADA P
ADA in 
school

2 2 Yes Schools school playground

Pratt’s Brook

Brewster 
Lane

U B/U/S  

Conservation
Parker Street U B/U/S

Valley Road O B/U/S

Robbins Mill 
Conservation Land

ADA B/U    Wetlands crossings  Conservation
Spring Hill, 
Robbins Mill 

Rec Area

The rec area is the entrance 
to the Conservation land

Robbins Mill Rec Area 
and Playground

ADA ADA Yes 2,0 100 ft, 2  Recreation
Robbins Mill 
Conservation 

Land

School St Fields O, U B, U  Recreation

Spring Hill

Jay Lane U B/U/S
Boardwalk over 

wetlands
Conservation

Camp Acton, 
Nashoba 
Brook, 

Robbins Mill

Spring Hill 
Road

O B/U/S
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Recreation Faciity 
or Conservation 
Land

Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches Water Features Alternative 
Programs Responsibilty Abuts Transition Plan Comments

If more than 
one

On street (O), 
Unpaved (U), 
Paved (P), 

ADA

Bumpy (B), 
Unpaved (U), 

Paved (P), Steep-
>10% (S), ADA

Yes, ADA
Total number; 
Number ADA 

compliant

Distance 
to nearest; 

Total 
number 

Obstacles to 
access or Special 
accomodations

Focused 
on needs 
of some 
disability 

community

Recreation, 
Conservation, 

Other Municipal, 
Schools

Planned 
Accessibility 
Upgrades

Other Accessibiity Features 
or Issues

Stoneymeade P B/U    Bridge over stream  Conservation
Annursnac 

Conservation 
(Concord)

TJ O’Grady Skate Park ADA P ADA 1,0 100ft, 2
ADA drinking 

fountain
 Recreation

HS Lower 
Flds

Adding features 2014-15

Veteran’s Field and 
Playground

ADA P Yes 2, 0
150ft, 

bleachers
  Recreation Very old playground

Wetherbee Land O U      Conservation  
Access is on edge of 
agricultural fields

Wills Hole/Town 
Forest

Captain 
Handley 

Road
U B/U    

Boardwalk to bog, 
crossing over 

wetlands
Conservation

 

Sachem Way
ADA, residents 

only
B/U/S    

Nagog Park 
Drive

O U   800 ft, 3  

Quarry Road 
North

U U  Miracle Field
Parking and facilities at 
Miracle Field

Quarry Road P U ADA   NARA
Parking and facilities at 
NARA
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Assessment Performed 4/2014

SITE/ACCESS/ENTRANCES – EXISTING 
CONDITIONS

a.   The main entrance from the Taylor 
Road parking lot is level, hard stone 
dust and/or asphalt. 

b.  The entrance from Wood Lane is 
relatively level, natural ground, without 
large roots or rocks.

c.  The entrance from Main Street is 
relatively level, grassy and can be 
muddy.

d.  There is an entrance from Concord 
Place, called the “Billings Trail.”

e.  There are steep wooden steps down 
to the Highland Bog trail from Minot 
Ave. near the bog boardwalk and the 
intersection of Forest Road. There is 
public parking at Conant School with 
a paved walkway and crosswalk to the 
Minot Ave. sidewalk.

PARKING – EXISTING CONDITIONS
The Arboretum has 3 main entrances and 
two have parking*.

1.   Taylor Road Main Entrance has a 
parking lot with space for approximately 
14 cars, with one ADA parking space 
30 feet from the trailhead. The parking 
lot surface is packed stone dust with 
many potholes, which is plowed, but 
can be icy in winter and seasonally 
muddy.

2.  Wood Lane entrance is not universally 
accessible. Visitors park at the end 
of a dead-end street. The entrance is 

relatively level, natural ground. There is 
an informational kiosk.

3.  Main Street/Taylor Road entrance is for 
pedestrians. It is next to a sidewalk and 
a wooden carved sign.  The trail is wide 
and grassy. This entrance is not yet 
universally accessible.

* Remote parking may be found behind the 
fire station on Concord Road, the Acton 
Memorial Library and the Acton Town 
Hall.

TRAILS – EXISTING CONDITIONS
There are 3 main trails at the Arboretum. 
Two are universally accessible with 
minor obstacles. They are not passable, 
not maintained in winter, nor after heavy 
seasonal rains. Stone dust has occasional 
weeds growing in it.

1.   The Orchard Loop is approximately 
0.2 mile long, turning left from the 
main entrance trailhead on Taylor Road. 
It does not include the paved trail. It 
is mostly level and consists of either 
packed stone dust with granite cobble 
edges, or asphalt edged with grass.  A 
224’ portion is rough, packed gravel 
and would be bumpy in a wheelchair. 
There are 3 mini-trails of 100’ or less 
within this loop through a hosta garden 
and grape arbor on packed stone 
dust. There are no roots or rocks. Not 
passable in winter or early spring due 
to mud, ice and snow.

 a.   Orchard Loop trail to 
Fragrance Garden and back (from 
main entrance) is 0.6 mile. Trail is 
mostly level with packed stone dust 

surface; some granite, and some 
grass edging. Trail is not passable or 
maintained in winter or after heavy 
seasonal rain. 

 b.   Rhododendron trail: From the 
main entrance trailhead turn right, 
head 300 feet down the paved trail. 
This portion of trail has between 
5% and 10% slope.  A stone dust 
trail on the left after the pond leads 
440 feet around a rhododendron 
garden and through a wooden arbor; 
emerging back onto the main trail. 
The trail is narrow and has 5%-8% 
slope.

2.   The Wildflower Loop is 
approximately 0.5 mile in length and 
contains the Orchard Loop within it. The 
surface is packed stone dust or asphalt. 
For 20 feet of the paved trail, the 
pitch is 15%. There are 2 universally 
accessible wooden boardwalks. The 
Fern boardwalk measures 200 feet 
with a maximum slope of 10% and a 
maximum pitch of 5%. Assessed in 
2014, the Fern Boardwalk is aging and 
some parts are in disrepair. Visitors 
should use caution. Funding will be 
sought in 2015 to replace it and bring 
it into ADA compliance. The Wildflower 
Boardwalk was newly rebuilt in 2013, 
measures 150 feet with <5% slope 
and 0% pitch. Approximately 225 feet 
of this trail has a maximum slope of 
10% with two avoidable, embedded 
rocks and two 2 inch high roots. There 
is a 265 foot Fragrance Loop trail spur 
off the Wildflower Loop with a packed 
stone dust surface. 

3.  Highland Bog Loop is approximately 
1.5 mile long when starting at the main 
entrance trailhead  at Taylor Road. 
[One can also reach this trail directly 
via portions of other trails, or directly 
via other entrances to the Arboretum.] 
The trail surface is stone dust, paved 
asphalt, and natural ground. One mile 
of this trail is rocky, has many large 
roots and is steep in several sections. 
There is a narrow, winding 300 foot 
wooden boardwalk through a bog and 
numerous other wooden walkways 
through wetlands. These structures all 
lack railings.*

* (PLEASE SEE SITE ACCESS PLANNED 
IMPROVEMENTS)

SIGNS – EXISTING CONDITIONS
Trails are blazed yellow, blue or red 
according to the Town of Acton Land 
Stewardship Committee trail standards. 
Yellow denotes the main loop; red 
the access from parking; and blue is 
interconnecting trails. Blazes are painted, 
dollar-bill sized rectangles on trees. There 
are wooden carved, painted blocks with 
arrows directing hikers along the trail. The 
signs do not give distances. A large map 
at the main entrance kiosk shows points 
of interest, trail colors and scale. 

Plans for Improvement: A new kiosk will 
be installed at the main entrance when 
the parking lot is reconstructed. Detailed 
universal access trail brochures with maps 
are being developed and will be available 
at the kiosk.

 ACTON ARBORETUM ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT G13
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SERVICES/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE/ 
PROGRAMMING
There is a large map on a kiosk at the 
main entrance parking area. There is a 
QR code that can be scanned to down 
load the trail map. There are no current 
programs specifically for persons with 
disabilities. However, we regularly provide 
customizable, guided tours to groups 
of citizens. Topics can be birds, plants, 
habitats, environmental protection, 
gardening, trees, etc. Please contact nr@
acton-ma.gov to request a custom tour or 
program.

Plans for Improvement: Create 
self-guided audio tours that can be 
downloaded onto smart phones, and/or 
may be borrowed from the library on mp3 
players.

RESTROOMS
There is a  ADA portable toilet at the 
Taylor Road parking lot trailhead on site 
from May – November.

BENCHES
There are wooden benches installed at 
least every 200 feet around the Wildflower 
Loop trail. They are adjacent to packed 
stone dust surface.

PICNICKING
There are a total of 8 picnic tables, 
randomly dispersed around the upper 
lawn area. This area is generally level. 
There is 1  ADA picnic table on the lawn, 
approximately 15 feet from the edge of 
the paved trail.

Plans for improvement: Plans are in 
place to build an ADA trailhead with all 
ADA components including an information 
kiosk, portable toilet and picnic table, all 
connected via paved trail.

PLAY AREAS
The upper grounds of the Orchard Loop 
are grassy and mostly level. The trail abuts 
the lawn area. A stone reading circle is 
located 20 feet from the paved trail. A 
pond may be viewed from the paved trail 
10 feet from the edge. 

RAMPS
The Wildflower Loop trail passes over 
two wooden boardwalks. There is a 20 
feet long wooden bridge near the hosta 
garden; and a 10 foot long wooden bridge 
near the sun pond. All have railings at 18 
and 36 inches high and <5% slope.

FRAGRANCE GARDEN
Fragrant plant species for this garden were 
specifically selected for the enjoyment of 
visitors who are sight impaired. 

DRINKING FOUNTAIN
There is a drinking fountain approximately 
450 feet from the main entrance. It is not 
handicap accessible.

Plans for Improvement: Plans are in 
place to install a universally accessible 
drinking fountain.

* SITE ACCESS PLANNED 
IMPROVEMENTS

a)  Taylor Road Parking Lot:  CPA funds 
were granted in 2014 for a complete 
re-design and construction of a 30-car, 
paved parking lot with  ADA spaces.

b)  Sidewalk entrance from Main Street: 
(Summer of 2014), the existing stone 
dust surface will be replaced with a 5 
foot wide paved, standard sidewalk/
universal surface. 

c)  Replace existing Minot Avenue entrance 
stairs with an ADA sidewalk ramp. The 
new ramp will allow access to a new 
ADA bog boardwalk. CPA funds were 
granted in 2014 and private donations 
acquired for the new boardwalk.

d)  Redesign and replacement of the fern 
boardwalk will happen in 2015/2015. 
CPA funds will be requested for this 
improvement.

e)  The wildflower boardwalk was replaced 
in 2013 utilizing volunteer efforts, 
private funding and CPA grant money.
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Assessments Performed 4/2014

SITE/ACCESS/ENTRANCES – Existing 
Conditions

 NARA’s main entrance, the lower 
parking lot, with ADA parking is at 25 
Ledge Rock Way off Main Street, and has 
paved, level sidewalks and walkways. 
Universal entrance to a paved trail around 
the pond is from two points in this parking 
lot.

 NARA has a second paved entrance, 
the upper parking lot, with ADA parking. It 
is 0.3 mi north on Quarry Road off Main 
Street.

 There is a 0.1 mile bituminous sidewalk 
on a steep hill (10% slope) connecting 
Ledge Rock Way to Quarry Road. There is 
no sidewalk on Quarry Road.

 The Miracle Field entrance is just 
past the upper parking lot, heading north 
on Quarry Road. This facility may also 
be entered via paved trail from adjacent 
NARA Park.

There is a wide, paved trail from the upper 
parking lot down to the amphitheater. The 
amphitheater is abutted by level lawn area. 
It is approximately 75’ from the nearest 
ADA parking spaces to the amphitheater. 
The slope is 5%.

PARKING – Existing Conditions

NARA has two main parking areas. The 
Miracle Field has one.

 NARA’s main entrance, the lower 
parking lot at 25 Ledge Rock Way has 

approximately 100 spaces with 5 ADA 
parking spaces. 

 NARA’s upper parking lot is located 
0.3 mi up Quarry Road from Main Street. 
It is paved and level with 2 ADA parking 
spaces.

 The Miracle Field is adjacent to NARA 
Park. Its paved driveway and parking lot 
are at the end of Quarry Road. It has 8 
ADA parking spaces. There is a 260’ 
paved perimeter trail surrounding the 
baseball diamond, primarily <5% slope 
connecting to the NARA Park loop trail. 

TRAILS – Existing Conditions

 NARA Pond Perimeter Loop – paved, 
0.5 mile with a 280’ level wooden 
boardwalk with railings and 2 benches 
on bridge. There are many more benches 
along trail installed at least ever 200’. 

 NARA Park Perimeter Loop – 1 mile, 
mostly 5% slope. There are 3 sections 
of this trail where slope is 10%-15% for 
50’-130. 

 Miracle Field Perimeter Loop – 700’ 
long. 

NARA Amphitheater trail – paved, 
200’ from Quarry Road parking lot to 
Amphitheater, which is surrounded by 
lawn. There is a rustic, stone amphitheater 
200’ away. The surface terrain is mostly 
level, grass or packed stone dust. There 
are two stone bridges 100’ apart over 
a stream and beside two storm water 
treatment-created impoundments, with 
viewing areas and informational panels. 

PLANS FOR IMPROVEMENT TO TRAILS

•  2014 The Bruce Freeman Rail Trail 
(BFRT) is a multi-use recreational trail 
that will run along the former Lowell 
Secondary railroad line owned by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
600’ of this trail will be shared with 
the NARA Pond Loop. Phase 2A is a 
4.88-mile long segment of land that will 
extend from the Phase I completed trail, 
beginning at the intersection of Route 
225 and Route 27 in Westford, heading 
south for about 800 feet through 
Carlisle and then into Acton. It continues 
in a southerly direction through Acton 
for about 4.5 miles. 

•  Create a trail and parks map for park 
kiosks, Miracle Field and Recreation 
Department websites.

•  Post QR codes on kiosks for 
downloading onto smart phones.

•  Incorporate the BFRT rail trail into 
recreation programming, i.e. inline 
skating, biking.

•  Have surrey bikes available at NARA 
Park for rentals.

SIGNS – Existing Conditions

 ADA Parking signs at all 3 parking lots. 
Braille Men’s and Women’s on bath-house 
bathroom doors. 

SERVICES/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE/ 
PROGRAMMING – Existing Conditions

•   There is an ADA beach wheelchair 
at NARA on loan to beach guests. Staff 
install interlocking plastic ramp panels 

for easier beach and water access via 
wheelchair.

•  Staff can provide guided tours to groups 
of citizens. Topics can be birds, plants, 
habitats, environmental protection, etc. 

•  Please contact nr@acton-ma.gov to 
request a custom tour or program.

Plans for Improvement: Create self-
guided audio tours of NARA Park and the 
Miracle Field that can be downloaded 
onto smart phones, and/or may be 
borrowed from the library on mp3 players.

WATER ACCESS – Existing Conditions

 NARA Beach – there are paved ADA 
walkways connecting the parking and trails 
to the beach. There is a beach wheelchair, 
for free use by beach patrons. Staff install 
interlocking plastic panels for wheelchair 
access to beach or water. The beach is 
200’ from the ADA parking spaces at 25 
Ledge Rock Way lower parking lot.

 NARA Pond Dock – ADA ramp and 
30’x8’ dock with toe bumpers for fishing 
and water viewing. Dock surface is 1’ 
above water line.

 NARA Pond Boardwalk – 280’ ADA 
zig-zag design wooden boardwalk with 
wood railings is part of the 0.5 mile pond 
loop trail. There are 2 benches installed 
near the center of the boardwalk.

NARA Wildlife Pond – Access is from 
perimeter park loop trail. Surface is 5% 
grade or less, packed stone dust or grass. 
The ground is slightly uneven with small 
lumps and bumps across a stone bridge. 
There are two educational info panels 

  NARA PARK AND MIRACLE FIELD ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT G14



12-109

12

The Town of Acton  Open Space and Recreation Plan  2014-2021 G14

and a wildlife sculpture in the center of 
the pond. The associated wetlands were 
developed with grant funding, designed to 
treat storm water and to provide wildlife 
habitat.

RESTROOMS - Existing Conditions

An ADA portable toilet at the edge of the 
upper Quarry Road parking lot is on site 
from May – November.

The NARA bath house is adjacent to 
and 20’ away from the Ledge Rock Way 
parking lot. It has ADA men’s and women’s 
restrooms. Open May-November. Signs on 
doors are also in Braille.

There are two accessible outdoor showers 
at the bath house.

BENCHES – Existing Conditions

There are wooden benches installed at 
least every 200’ around the NARA Pond 
perimeter Loop trail. They are installed on 
grass, adjacent to the paved trail. There is 
some erosion and uneven terrain in front 
of some of the benches, especially those 
in close proximity to the water’s edge. 

Plans for improvement 
Some benches along the pond edge 
will be relocated and re-installed by 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation while constructing the 
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail. This will improve 
access to the benches along this 600’ 
section of trail.

PICNICKING – Existing Conditions

Five out of 17 picnic tables located at the 
bath house patio area are ADA.

A total of 20 new picnic tables will be 
located at the new picnic pavilion. 2 are 
ADA.

Plans for improvement 
2014 ADA Picnic Pavilion shelter, stone 
fireplace, grills are under construction.

NARA PLAYGROUND – Existing 
Conditions

There is a playground at NARA accessible 
via paved trail from the25 Ledge Rock 
Way lower parking lot. The playground has 
engineered wood chips as ground cover. 
Please see playground inventory for details 
in Appendix G-16.

RAMPS – Existing Conditions

 There is an ADA ramp behind the 
NARA Amphitheater for access to the 
stage.

 There is an ADA ramp at the Miracle 
Field from the parking lot to the field and 
bleachers.

 At NARA Pond there is a 30’ ADA ramp 
connecting the walkway to the dock.

NARA PERENNIAL GARDEN – Existing 
Conditions

 There is a 45’ level trail, with packed 
stone dust surface, through a perennial 
garden adjacent to the bath house patio. 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS – Existing 
Conditions

All water fountains are seasonally 
operational from May-November.

 One ADA water fountain at the Miracle 
Field.

 One ADA water fountain adjacent to the 
upper Quarry Road parking lot.

 One ADA water fountain adjacent to the 
NARA playground.

 One ADA water fountain attached to 
the snackbar building at the NARA bath 
house lower parking lot.

PLAYING FIELDS

 The Miracle Field is a Little 
League-sized baseball field designed to 
accommodate all levels of ability. The 
Joseph Lalli Miracle Field opened in 
September 2012 and is located at 75 
Quarry Road adjacent to NARA Park in 
Acton, MA. It has a completely rubberized 
surface that allows for safe and easy 
mobility for all. There are no raised 
surfaces to interfere with wheelchairs, 
walkers or crutches. In addition, the field 
is completely enclosed by a fence which 
provides a safe environment for those 
players who tend to wander or have 
no sense of danger. Please see http://
www.miracleleagueofma.com/ for more 
information.

There is one regulation size softball field 
at NARA.

There is a large, level playing field at 
NARA that can accommodate X# games 

simultaneously. It is run by the Acton 
Recreation Department in cooperation 
with several local nonprofit sports 
organizations.

AMPHITHEATER

 The performing stage at NARA is 
surrounded by lawn. It sits on a level 
surface between the paved park loop trail 
and a large, grassy, elevated amphitheater 
bowl. It is wheelchair accessible by paved 
walkway. There is universal access to the 
snackbar. The lawn area in front of the 
stage is level, compact grass.

SNACKBARS

 There are two snack bars at NARA. One 
is at the bathhouse and the other is at the 
amphitheater.

Plans for improvements
An ADA comfort station, located between 
the Miracle Field and playing fields 
adjacent to the upper parking lot, is in the 
early planning stages. Plans include ADA 
bathrooms, snack bar and indoor meeting 
area.

VOLLEYBALL COURTS

At NARA there are two “beach” volleyball 
courts with sandy surfaces, located 50’ 
from the Ledge Rock Way parking lot.
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Anderson

•  Universal trail head at Newtown Road 
with h/a parking spot, kiosk and bench.

Arboretum 

•  Pave driveway and parking lot. 

•  Create universal trailhead: locate 
information kiosk on solid surface; 
install ADA portable toilet and picnic 
table all within access from parking area 
and appropriate number/proportion of 
handicap parking spaces. 

•  Rebuild Mary’s Brook bridge through 
fern collection so it is ADA compliant.

•  Rebuild bog boardwalk and build ADA 
compliant sidewalk ramp to boardwalk 
from Minot Ave. Build two handicap 
parking spaces near the Minot Ave. 
crosswalk.

•  Design a universal loop trail around the 
bog.

•  Purchase Donald property, construct 
universal parking area and trail through 
marsh to bog boardwalk and/or to Minot 
Ave.

•  Wood Lane: design universal trailhead 
with bench, ADA parking spot and trail 
around meadow.

Bulette Land / Town Forest

No plans for accessibility.

Camp Acton 

•  Install ADA portable [or composting] 
toilet in parking area

•  Create universal trail to campsite #1, or 
create modified new campsite near site 
#1.

•  Level campsite #1 so that a wheelchair 
may maneuver around campfire and 
picnic table.

•  Install universally accessible picnic table 
at campsite #1.

Grassy Pond

•  Create an ADA parking space at the 
parking area at Nagog Hill Road.

•  Create a solid surface trail from parking 
area to grassy meadow.

•  Install ADA picnic table in proximity to 
trail.

•  Install a bench part way along the trail 
between parking area and kiosk for 
viewing the meadow.

Great Hill

•  Install ADA portable toilet at School 
Street parking lot.

•  Pave a universal trail along western edge 
of playing field to the pond.

•  Create a universal platform area with h/a 
picnic table on it, near pond.

•  h/a fishing access

•  bench near pond

Guggins Brook

•  Mass. Ave. parking area: create a scenic 
overlook (over the marsh)  next to the 
parking lot with bench and ADA parking 
spot. 

Heath Hen Meadow

•  Improving trail with stone dust or paving 
from Robbins Mill cul-de-sac to the first 
meadow, and/or to the bridge. 

Jenks Land

•  ADA parking space at Central Street 
parking lot.

•  Paved trail from parking area to scenic 
overlook site over Ft. Pond Brook, with 
bench. Steep grade could be minimized 
by adding a railing on one side of the 
trail and several level landings per ADA 
guidelines.

Nagog Hill 

•  ADA parking space at Nagog Hill Rd. 
parking lot closest to trail head

•  Universal trail either by boardwalk or 
pavement from Nagog Hill parking lot to 
meadow.

•  ADA picnic table at edge of meadow.

•  Bench at edge of meadow for resting 
and viewing horses and meadow.

Nashoba Brook

•  Wheeler Lane currently has several 
universal features as part of TTT, such 
as benches and trails. 

Pratt’s Brook

•  Brewster Lane entrance: create universal 
pathway to grassy lawn area.

•  Install ADA picnic table.

•  Install bench for resting.

Robbins Mill 

•  Construct universal Nashoba Brook 
observation platform at Carlisle Road 
entrance. 

Spring Hill

No plans for accessibility.

Stoneymeade

No plans for accessibility.

Wetherbee Land

No plans for accessibility.

Wills Hole/Town Forest

•  Pave access road from Quarry Road 
entrance to Nagog Park.

 TRANSITION PLAN FOR IMPROVING ACCESS TO ACTON’S CONSERVATION LANDS MAY 2014 G15
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QUESTIONS ELM STREET 
PLAYGROUND

GARDENER 
PLAYGROUND

GOWARD 
PLAYGROUND

JONES PLAYGROUND NARA PLAYGROUND ROBBINS MILL 
PLAYGROUND

VETERANS 
PLAYGROUND

How many accessible entrance routes to playground 
area (44” wide)?

TBD One entrance but no 
path. It’s all grass.

TBD 1 Entire playground 
is open. No main 

entrance.

1 Entire playground 
is open. No main 

entrance.

How many accessible routes connecting ground play 
with elevated play components (44” wide)?

TBD One, 36” wide TBD One, 42”wide One, 36”wide One, 36”wide One, 36”wide

How many ground play components are at this 
playground (swings, rockers, diggers, standalone slide, 
spinning)?

TBD 6 Swings, 1 tire 
swing, 2 spring 
rockers, 2 play 

houses, 1 bouncer.

TBD 8 Swings 6 Swings, 1 tire 
swing, 1 see-saw.

4 spring horses, 1 
tunnel, 1 see-saw

6 Swings, 1 tire 
swing, 1 see-saw.

Is there an accessible route to at least one of each 
type of ground play component?

TBD No due to the grass 
and not accessible 
surfacing or paths.

TBD Yes Yes, to all. Yes Yes, to all.

Is there a “soft contained play area” where a person 
enters fully, that’s enclosed and uses pliable materials 
such as plastic, soft padding, fabric? 

TBD No TBD No No No No

Is the grade in the playground <5%? TBD Yes, except for the 
entrance to the 

playground itself.

TBD Yes Yes Yes Yes

How many elevated structures are there? TBD 4: one main structure, 
fire engine climber, 2 

vertical climbers.

TBD Two main climbing 
structures.

1 2 1 

What type of handrails are on elevated structures and 
are they on both sides?

TBD Metal/round and yes 
on both sides.

TBD Metal/round and yes 
on both sides.

Handrails are plastic 
and part of the side 

panels. Yes, the 
handrails are on both 

sides.

Metal/round and yes 
on both sides.

Handrails are plastic 
and part of the side 

panels. Yes, the 
handrails are on both 

sides.

How many of the elevated structure components have 
accessible entries?

TBD 0 (according to 44”) TBD Both, except they’re 
not 44” wide.

1 1, except they’re not 
44” wide

1 

How many elevated components are connected by 
ramps of transfer systems?

TBD 1 TBD Both structures 0 1 0

Are elevated ramps at least 36” wide? TBD Yes TBD Yes N/A Yes N/A

Is there turnaround space (60” square) for a 
wheelchair between play components?

TBD Yes TBD Yes Yes Yes Yes

Is there a play table and is it accessible with knee 
space underneath?

TBD No TBD No No No No

What is/are the ground surface(s) at each 
playground?

TBD Pea Stone and 
Engineered 

Playground Mulch

TBD Pea Stone with rubber 
surfacing at entrances 
to structures and at 
the ends of slides

Pea Stone Engineered 
Playground Mulch

Pea Stone

G16 PLAYGROUND ASSESSMENT APRIL 2014
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(RESPONSES COMPILED FROM: ACTON PLANNING DEPARTMENT, COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE, ACTON CONSERVATION TRUST AND ACTON RESIDENTS)

LAND USE

Question 1: Geography

A) Is there a pattern as to where the 
farms in your community are located? 
(e.g., near the town center, near 
residential neighborhoods etc.). 

According to Assessors’ Codes for 
Agricultural/Ch. 61 and 61A , most land 
is located in Residential Zoning Districts, 
adjacent to Agricultural Recreation 
Conservation (ARC) Zoning Districts*. 
264.35 acres are located in North Acton. 
Approximately 37.53 acres of farm land is 
located within a one mile radius of South 
Acton Village and approximately 34.48 
acres of farm land is located within a one 
mile radius of West Acton Village. Most 
lots are oversized.

Additionally, there is significant farm 
land acreage in East Acton along Route 
2 owned by the Commonwealth and the 
Town (former Concord prison farm). The 
Town owns 72 acres of conservation land, 
some of which are leased back to the 
State for farm use. The Commonwealth 
owns 133.6 acres of agricultural land. 
All the land is located in the ARC Zoning 
District. Most lots are oversized.         

B) To the best of  your knowledge, 
what is the total number of  acres of  
agricultural land within your town?

According to Assessors’ codes: 

• Land Codes 712, 713, 714 
(Agricultural/Horticultural) and 
601 (All land designated under 
Chapter 61) = 354.31 acres 

• Land Codes 712, 713 and 714 
alone (Agricultural/Horticultural) = 
81.71 acres       

• [No land was classified under Code 
210 or 27]

• [Does not include State or Town 
owned farm land]

• According to the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan: 447 acres total

C) What data sources did you use to 
arrive at this number (e.g., assessors’ 
land use codes)? 

• Assessors’ Land Use Data/Codes 

• Open Space and Recreation Plan 
2002-2007

Question 2

What are the types of  agricultural 
production in your town (e.g., vegetable, 
dairy, fruit, livestock, equine, etc.)?

• Code 712-Truck Crops/Vegetables, 
Code 713 -Field Crops, Code 
714- Orchards (Assessors’ land 
use codes) 

• 164 acres in equestrian farms; 18 
horse farms; 11 agricultural farms 
(Open Space and Recreation Plan)  

REGULATION

Question 1

Does your town have an Agricultural 
Commission?

No

Question 2

Does your town have a Right-to-Farm 
Bylaw?

No

Question 3: Zoning

A) How does your town define 
agriculture? Do you have more than one 
definition, depending on the regulation? 

The Town of Acton recently amended 
the definition of Agriculture at the April 
2012 Town Meeting. The definition now 
mirrors that of MGL Ch. 128, s.1A and 
MGL Ch. 40A, s. 3

B) What provisions do your town zoning 
bylaws include regarding agriculture 
(e.g.,Ag Use districts, prohibitions, 
special permit allowances)?

Acton allows agricultural uses (as 
defined above) by-right in all zoning 
districts. See Acton Zoning Bylaw which 
mirrors MGL Ch. 128, s.1A and MGL Ch. 
40A, s. 3

C) What are the use categories or 
prohibitions (e.g., on-farm processing, 
special provisions for agro-tourism, 
recreation)?

See Acton Zoning Bylaw which 
mirrors MGL Ch. 128, s.1A and MGL Ch. 
40A, s. 3

Question 4

What permissions and prohibitions do 
your zoning bylaws have for animal 
agriculture (e.g., piggeries, poultry, 
bees)?

See Acton Zoning Bylaw which 
mirrors MGL Ch. 128, s.1A and MGL Ch. 
40A, s. 3

Question 5: Master Plan

A) Does your town have a Master Plan or 
Open Space Plan? 

Acton has a Master Plan (2012) and 
Open Space and Recreation Plan (2002-
2007). Acton also has a Freedom’s Way 
Heritage Landscape Inventory document 
which lists and prioritizes farmlands. 

B) If  yes, does your plan identify 
agricultural lands of  conservation 
interest (i.e., any agricultural land 
that the community finds valuable — 
permanently protected or not)? 

Yes. 

C) If  yes, does your plan prioritize 
agricultural lands of  conservation 
interest? 

Yes. The Open Space and Recreation 
Plan contains a prioritized list for non-
Chapter 61 properties.

 MAGIC AGRICULTURAL SURVEY H 

       
* (The ARC Zoning District is comprised of Town 
owned land, it does not include any privately owned 
land.) 
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Question 6

Does your town have any regulations, 
other than zoning bylaws, which address 
agriculture (e.g. wetlands, board of  
health, wellhead protection)? 

No

Question 7

To your knowledge, what are some of  
your town’s regulatory impediments to 
fostering agriculture (e.g., excise tax on 
farm machinery)?

See Acton Zoning Bylaw which 
mirrors MGL Ch. 128, s.1A and MGL Ch. 
40A, s. 3. Excise tax abatements for farm 
plate vehicles are available. Other farm 
machinery is subject to personal property 
tax. 

CONSERVATION

Question 1

Does your municipality lease or 
license any of  its conservation land for 
agricultural uses?

Yes

Question 2

Does the town currently hold any 
agricultural conservation restrictions?

No. The Town of Acton does not 
hold any Agricultural Preservation 
Restrictions as specified by Mass. Dept. 
of Agricultural Resources. The Town does 
hold Conservation Restrictions as specified 
by EOEEA on lands which have some 
agricultural use aspects to them. 

Question 3: Land Trusts

A) Does your community have a land 
trust that deals with agriculture or 
addresses farming? 

The Acton Conservation Trust focuses 
on the preservation of open space. They 
are trying to reach out to farms, and 
are scheduled to cohold land with crop 
use and equestrian use but agricultural 
preservation is not their main purpose. 

B) Does your community work with 
a regional land trust that deals with 
agriculture or addresses farming? 

The Town of Acton works with 
the Sudbury Valley Trustees which is a 
regional land trust that focuses on land 
conservation. They do some work with 
farms but agricultural preservation is not 
their main purpose. 

Question 4

What is the number of  acres of  land in 
your community protected under M.G.L. 
Chapter 61, 61A and 61B, respectively? 

• Ch. 61 = 272.6 Acres 

• Ch. 61A = 81.71 Acres 

• Ch. 61B = 9.79 Acres   

Question 5

Does the municipality have a split tax 
rate (e.g., residential/commercial)?

No. 

Question 6

How is agricultural land classified for 
property tax purposes (e.g., open space 
or commercial)?

As Agriculture/Horticulture (Tax 
codes 7**)

Question 7: Land Acquisitions

A) How much has the town spent on 
acquiring agricultural lands in the last 
five years? 

$1,000,000

B) How much has the town spent on 
purchasing or otherwise contributing to 
an agricultural easement, either on its 
own or with other partners?

The above included both acquisition 
and easement. (The Town has budgeted 
$22,600 to cover costs associated with 
placing a CR on the agricultural property 
purchased in 2010 including baseline 
documentation and stewardship costs.)

C) Where did these funds come from?

Community Preservation Act funds, 
Town General funds and two donations: 
one from the Steinberg-Lali Foundation 
and one from the Acton Conservation 
Trust.

PRODUCTION

Question 1

Does the public school district have a 
program to purchase local foods?

Yes. They purchase food from Bolton 
Orchards, Lanni Orchards, and Costa 

Fruit and Produce Company. They also 
participate in Mass Farm to School Week, 
each year they bring in corn on the cob 
for all of the elementary schools and the 
children shuck the corn. (Kirsten Nelson, 
Director of Food Services Acton Schools)

Question 2

Does your town have any community 
gardens? If  so, who owns the land?

Yes. The Town owns and manages 
two Community Gardens. (Morrison Farm 
and Robbins Mill)

Question 3

Are there any farming operations in town 
that operate as Community Supported 
Agriculture? 

No. 

Question 4

Does your community have a farmer’s 
market?

Yes.

Question 5

Does your community have any farming 
support organizations (e.g., 4H, Grange)?

Boxborough Grange #131 includes 
the Town of Acton. Acton also has a 4H 
club C.R.A.F.T. & Zingers COMPACT
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PLANT LIST

Symbol/Botanical Name!           Common Name                No.     Size              Remarks! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Trees (Deciduous)
ARO/Acer rubrum ‘October Glory’! October Glory Red Maple! 7! 2-2.5-”C
ARS/Acer rubrum ‘Red Sunset’! Red Sunset Red Maple! 8! 2-2.5”C
ASB/Acer saccharum ‘Bonfire’! Bonfire Sugar Maple! 1! 2-2.5”C
AS/Acer saccharum ‘Green Mountain’! Green Mountain Sugar Maple! 3! 2-2.5”C! ! ! ! !
BN/Betula nigra ‘Heritage’! Single stem Heritage River Birch! 3! 8-10’Ht! May sub. ‘Dura Heat’
CL/Cladrastrus lutea! Yellowwood! 3! 2-2.5”C
CLP/Cladrastrus lutea ‘Perkin’s Pink’! Perkin’s Pink Yellowwood! 1! 2-2.5”C
LS/Liquidamber styraciflua! Sweetgum! 1! 2 – 2.5”C
NS/Nyssa sylvatica! ! Tupelo! 3! 5-6’HT

Shrubs
AL/Amelanchier ‘Autumn Brilliance’ ! Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry! 10! 6-7’Ht! Multi-stem/ white fls early May; fruit/birds; native
FS/Forsythia ‘Lynnwood Gold’! Lynnwood Gold Forsythia! 21! 4-5’Ht! Matching
HA/Hamamalis vernalis (or int. ‘Arnold Promise’)! Vernal Whitchhazel! 10! 4-5’Ht! Matching, heavy; Yellow fls-Feb-March
IG/Ilex glabra ‘Shamrock’! Shamrock Ink                                ! 13! 5gal! Evergreen native
IV/Ilex verticillata ‘Sparkleberry’! Sparkleberry Winterberry! 15! 5gal! Improved native
VI/Viburnum cassinoides! Witherrod Viburnum! 5! 5gal
VIB/Viburnum dentatum ‘Blue Muffin’! Blue Muffin Viburnum! 15! 5gal! Improved native

Groundcover and Bulbs
VC/Vaccinium angustifolium! Lowbush Blueberry                          ! 160! 1 or 2 gal! Random spacing
Dafs/Narcissis naturalizing mix! Daffodils                                     !    200!      bulbs! Random spacing
Lawn seed! ! Sun and/or shade mixes as needed! ! !

Rain Gardens – Locate plants on site with landscape architect
Rain Garden “A”
AL/Amelanchier ‘Autumn Brilliance’ ! Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry! 6! 4-5’Ht! Multi-stem/ white fls early May; fruit/birds; native
CSCornus stolonifera! Redosier Dogwood! 7! 2-3’Ht
LC/Lotus cornicculatus! Birdsfoot Trefoil! 30! ! 4”pot or as available

Rain Garden “B”
AL/Amelanchier ‘Autumn Brilliance’ ! Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry! 5! 4-5’Ht! Multi-stem/ white fls early May; fruit/birds; native
JV/Juniperous virginiana! Eastern Redcedar! 3! 4-5’Ht!
PH/Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Summer Wine’! Summer Wine Ninebark! 5! 3gal
LB/Lindera benzoin!! Spicebush! 7! 3gal
P/Panicum vergatum! Switchgrass! 30! ! 4”pot or as available
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