
Introduction 

• Colonial/Native heritage trail 
 

• North Acton Conservation 
 

• 2 Mile loop 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Trail Through Time project is an offspring of the Stone Chamber restoration project. As that project neared completion it became evident there were numerous features along Nashoba Brook that spoke to how the land was used by both Colonialists and Native Americans. As a unique bi-cultural heritage trail the 2 mile loop encompasses the east and west banks of Nashoba Brook on the North Acton Conservation Land. The project has been funded in three phases by the Community Preservation Act. Without the support of the Conservation Commission, the Board of Selectmen, the Community Preservation Committee, the Natural Resources Department and Linda McElroy the project might not have met the success that it has.



 Nashoba Brook Stone Chamber 

•  Moses Wood Farmstead (1774) 
 

•  Chamber Dimensions 
 

•  Archaeological Survey 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will review the existing sites on both the west and east banks of the Nashoba River; the sites currently in preparation and the future sites anticipated. Starting with the first project, the Stone Chamber we will progress through all the features that have been addressed thus far. The earliest we have tracked the Stone Chamber is back to the 1776 farmstead of Moses Wood, a Revolutionary War veteran. An archaeology survey completed by Craig Cartier found no evidence of native American provenance. As shown in the top picture the Stone Chamber is an interesting structure made from large flat stone slabs supported by a stone foundation. A 17’ entrance tunnel leads to a 6’ x 6’ room, with enough height for most people to be able to stand. Trail Through Time’s first educational panel was placed just down gradient from the entrance to the chamber.



Blacksmith Shop 

•  Smithy known in area 

• Moses Wood was a smith 
•  Same builder for both 

structures 
•  Animal Pen? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The blacksmith shop is just to the northeast of the stone chamber. Documentary research indicates that the chamber may have been used as an ice house and the adjacent foundation served as the blacksmith shop for Moses Wood, a known smith, and his son Aaron. Both the square blacksmith foundation and the chamber were reconstructed by Master Mason David Stewart-Smith. Another possible use for the square enclosure is as an animal pen. The masonry signature strongly suggests that the tunnel and the shop were built by the same builder



 Wheeler Homestead 

•  1728 Foundation 
 

•  Oxen for Labor 
 

•  Droving corridor, well, stone 
floor, animal pens 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the end of Wheeler Lane a parking area has been provided just adjacent to a stone foundation. Research shows that Thomas Wheeler Jr of Concord built the foundation in 1728. The foundation has an unusual feature in that it has a stone faced floor which wasn’t common and indicates the basement may have been used for storage of grain from the adjacent mill site. Archaeological evidence suggests that the foundation was renovated in 1830’s at which time stone from local quarries was introduced. As was the case in the Stone Chamber and Blacksmith shop the foundation was restored by David Stewart-Smith. As part of that project a staircase was built to replicate one that likely filled the recess in the west wall. Other features include a low-walled surface enclosure adjacent to a well suggestive of a kitchen shed/creamery; a second enclosure which may have supplied culinary and medicinal herbs and a droving corridor which was a former native American trail and  likely the main street connecting it with settlements downstream.   



Old Road to Concord 

•  Original abutments at 
Footbridge Terminus 

•  Leads to Pope Road 
•  Wheeler requested 
• Wheeler built extensive 

causeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Located at the footbridge over Nashoba brook to the southeast of the Wheeler Farmstead is the terminus of the Old Road to and from Concord. The footbridge was built on the remnants of a large rubble pier placed there for the original crossing. The road leads directly to Pope Road and can be followed as far as Triangle Farm on Pope Road. In 1733 Thomas Wheeler petitioned the Concord Selectmen to lay out the way. He was required to build a causeway, which is still apparent, across the flood plain in order to narrow the channel of water; making it easier to bridge. Just beyond the bridge the old track narrows to a constant 10 meter width as it ascends the southerly bank of the Brook.



Blueberry Stone Pile Cluster 

• Half dozen stone piles 
• Created by Native Americans to 

commemorate special events 
• Natural World-Spiritual Quality 
• Blueberries 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Blueberry stone pile cluster has a half dozen stone piles scattered adjacent to the yellow trail. Stone pile groupings such as these were often created by Native Americans to memorialize important events. The presence of stone piles and other stone features can serve to demonstrate the Native American’s belief that the natural world is imbued with a spiritual quality. In keeping with Native American values the site was named after the prevalence of blueberries in the area, a significant food resource for Native Americans. This site is located about 1/8 of a mile south of the Old Road to Concord.



The Plantain Stone Pile Cluster 

• A baker’s dozen stone piles 
• Indian piles vs field clearing piles 

• Same size vs many sizes 
• Shape constructed vs angle of repose 
• Groupings in open area vs next to wall or    
embankment 

• Downy Rattlesnake Plantain 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Plantain stone pile cluster consists of 13 piles densely placed just off the yellow trail approximately 1/3 of a mile south of the Old Road to Concord. Some who are now studying stone piles in this region have found that field-clearing piles can be irregularly shaped, consisting of many sizes; or similarly-sized stones with large and small stones piled separately; have over time assumed the natural angle of repose; have the appearance of a dumped group of stones; are set next to a field, against a stone wall or spill over an embankment. These stone piles do not display such features , having a constructed appearance made of similarly sized stones and offer a triangle shaped base. The Downy Rattlesnake Plantain, a rare medicinal, grows at this site.



Pest House 

•  100 Yards Upslope 
 

•  Unusual Shaped Foundation 
 

•  Two Rooms/Huge Chimney 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another archaeological feature 100 yards up slope from the Plantain Stone Pile Cluster is a stone foundation set partially into the slope below the ridge. The foundation is not mentioned in any deeds or maps but the parcel was owned by Dr. Jonathan Davis from 1750 to 1801. Dr. Davis was paid by the town for medical services and its interesting that this foundation is isolated from other buildings on the parcel. A possible explanation is the building on the foundation might have served as a “sick” or “pest” house for treatment of people with infectious diseases. Mention of a “pest” house occurs in the Acton Archives of Town Council meetings of this period. This foundation may be it. The plan of this structure, with an unusual shaped foundation, likely had a huge central chimney separating two rooms. This setup would provide two hearths for warmth and separate spaces for patient and caretaker with less danger of contagion. 



Native American Historical/Astronomical 

• The Nashoba 
• King Philip’s War 
• Manitou stones 
• Narragansett Tribal 

Preservation Office 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When the English first settled in this region, the Native Americans living here were known as the Nashoba. The name means 'land between the waters', a reference to the many ponds, wetlands, and streams that abound in the area. The Nashoba Indians were a small band loosely affiliated with the regional Nipmuck tribe, which occupied an inland area of eastern Massachusetts south of the New Hampshire Pennacook. King Phillip's War, fought in eastern Massachusetts between 1675 and 1676, was a general Indian uprising against the English settlers, whom the Indians saw as haughty, arrogant, self serving, and materialistic. Encroachments by English farmers onto Indian lands and occasional killings on both sides set the war in motion. King Philip (Metacomet ) was the second son of Massasoit. He organized and led the Indian uprising, which ended with his death and the general defeat and final subjugation of the Indians of eastern Massachusetts.The stone features of the North Acton conservation preserve include clusters of stone piles, stone rows with astronomical alignments, standing stones, Manitou stones, stone-lined pools, stone walled enclosures, stone embrasures, a stone chamber perhaps of Indian origin, stone turtle and serpent effigies, grinding stones, springs with small streams, a prominent glacial boulder field, paired stones, and other curiosities. Many are subtle, and others are partially covered with the accumulated woodland debris of time. Several local independent researchers have shared information with the Narragansett Tribal Preservation Office representatives for interpretation. Much of the information presented on this kiosk and the several stand-alone informational panels along this portion of the TTT has been vetted through that Office.



Regional Native American Lifeways 

• Tribal 
• Territories 
• Diet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Native Americans lived as tribes based on kinship. Each tribe was headed by a chieftain or sachem, who occasionally was a woman. Tribal leadership was usually hereditary through the mother’s line. Each tribe’s territories – for fishing, hunting, berry picking, nut gathering, crop fields, etc. – were defined by a river drainage system or other topographical feature. The lands were held in common although the chief would a lot to each family their area to grow crops, fish or hunt. According to white settlers this areas Native Americans ate a well balanced diet. Their small settlements were near their crop fields where they would grow corn, beans and squash, as well as, pumpkins and melons. By clearing trees they maintained berry patches. They maintained grassy areas to attract deer and built fish wiers on streams like the Nashoba brook. 



Native American Spiritual Beliefs 

• Algonquin 
• Great Spirit 
• Burial Customs 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Algonquian speaking people are one of the oldest recognized ethnic groups across the United States including this area. They shared cultural, as well as, linguistic traits. Their stone or earthen structures bear striking resemblances. They built an expression of their traditional beliefs in stone; balancing and bonding with the spirits of the Earth, Sky and Underworld. The concept of a primary creator may be a million years old. In the Northeast, it was called Kichtan, meaning Great Spirit. Their belief system impelled them to maintain reverence for all living things. Burial customs varied widely. A body could be placed with the head facing southwest; others have been found in a fetal position. Some group burials were arranged like spokes of a wheel. Cremations were common and reburials might be bundled. 



Princess Pine Stone Pile Cluster 

• Linearly arranged 
• Summer and Winter solstice 
• Observation Post 
• Seep or Spring 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of the stone piles at the Princess Pine site are arranged linearly. Some have been constructed on ground; others on glacial erratic boulders. In comparison to the other sites this is unusual but the site is also different with a slope leveling to a boggy area. A stone enclosure surrounds the site. It is comprised of one straight stone row; perpendicular to the slope and a second curving row connecting to the first at its highest elevation. The straight stone row aligns with the sun’s summer and winter solstice set. A purposely constructed bulge at the axis would have served as an observation post. The seep or spring at the slope’s bottom suggests that this site was of ceremonial significance; a fresh water source for possible rituals.



Stone Chamber Roof Slab Quarry 

• Unusual Outcrop 
 

• Similar Composition 
 

• Transport Down River? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This outcrop of jagged vertical boulders may be the source of rock slabs that form the roof of the stone chamber. The seven rectangular slabs at the chamber are irregular in size, show no evidence of shaping with metal tools and by their size imply a nearby source. Three of the stones showed signs of weathering. These features suggested an outcrop of sedimentary rock as a source. During the chamber restoration project volunteers stumbled upon this rocky outcrop of vertical slabs. Some of the original teeth are missing, others lie on the ground where they fell. The stone in this outcrop matches that in the roof slabs. Such large stones could have been moved on log rollers to the brook’s marshland. During the winter the remaining journey could have been completed over ice. No historical documents have been found that attest to who the original chamber builders were but their presence speaks to the builder’s ingenuity in using local sources and building feats without the advantage of today’s technology. 



Wheeler Mill Sites 

• Thomas Wheeler early 1730’s 
• Wheeler dam rebuilt over Blood 

Family dam 
• Two Mills 

• Grist Mill 
• Saw Mill 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In front of the Wheeler Lane parking lot there is a restored stone foundation of an early 18th century farmstead, with adjacent mill complex to the northeast. The farmstead was in full operation in 1732 by Thomas Wheeler Jr. The original dam near this site was likely built by the Blood family between 1722 and 1730. Wheeler re-built his dam over that original construction. The purpose of the settlement seems to have been to operate a grist mill and a saw mill. The location is most suitable for developing a mill complex. The natural topography of the streambed and its gently up-sloping stream banks made it possible to configure a canal to supply water sluices and gates built slightly downstream such that a height of fall was sufficient to power two mills.



Mill Masonry 

• Stone lined ditch and berm canal 
• Masonry gate at lower end 
• Two sluiceways brought water to 

wheels 
• Tub Wheel enclosure has been located 
• Grist mill foundation behind tub wheel 
• Vertical housing at 10’ drop 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the dam to the mill location a stone lined ditch and earthern berm were built. A masonry gate was put in place at the lower end of the stone lined ditch. The existing stone work indicates that two sluiceways were in place to support the two different mills. A tub wheel enclosure has been found at the site with a grist mill foundation just behind it. The vertical drop over the contiguous bedrock provides the 10’ drop needed to turn the wheel.



Pipsissewa Stone Pile Site 

20 plus stone piles 
 
Originates in natural embedded 
boulder field 
 
Bedrock outcrop/sharp right angles 
 
Evidence of wedge gouges 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pipsissewa site may show cultural overlap in it’s usage. There are 2 to 3 dozen stones scattered randomly over a fairly level 2-3 acre area. Additionally, there are several stone walls of Native American style that don’t seem to have a function. Two of these walls, parallel to each other, are perpendicular to the horizon point where the Pleides rise on August 13th. Near the central focus of a significant area of naturally embedded boulders is a medium sized outcrop where two flat vertical faces are perpendicular to eachother. These faces were created by the removal of large stone slabs. The quarrying was done either with a metal chisel or wooden stakes. Native Americans did quarry stone with such tools in the early Colonial era but don’t seem to have had a use for slabs of such size. Metal chisels were much desired by Native Americans. There is no evidence of the ‘plug and feather’ technique of quarrying used by Colonists in the earliest years.



Pencil Factory Site 

• Pencil Factory Site 
Ebenezer Woods 
Existing 4 sided kiosk 

 



Work Going Forward 

• Trail routes 
• Panel Infill 
• Robbin’s Mill Dam 
• Observation Platform 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dam had two gates; one to regulate the height of the water in the pond; one to allow water into the canal both to allow flow through mill races to turn wheels and in case of the saw mill to allow logs collected in the pond to be floated down the canal to the saw mill platform.
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