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TOWN OF ACTON 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION 

 
Date:  July 30, 2015 

 
To: Steven Ledoux, Town Manager 
 
From: Department of Public Works 
 
Re: Transfer Station / Recycling Facility – Compost Bins – Fee Recommendation 

 
 

The Highway Department is putting together a new program to divert food and other 
compostable materials from our waste stream.  One part of this program is to promote 
composting at home instead of disposing it at the Town facility.  We have selected two types of 
home compost bins, a kitchen scrap bucket and compostable bags that can line the scrap 
bucket.  We acquired the bins and the scrap bucket through a statewide contract.  It is our goal 
to sell these items at a reduced rate which would cover the Town’s cost to purchase them.  We 
have listed the units and the proposing pricing.   
 

 Earth Machine Compost Bin  (Proposed Price $50) 
 

           
 

 New Age Compost Bin   (Proposed Price $60) 
 

           
 

 Kitchen Scrap Bucket   (Proposed Price $8) 
 

           
 

 Compostable Bags - 2.5 gallon size (Proposed Price $4 per 30 bag roll) 

           
 
We are requesting that the Board approve these prices.  If you have any questions, comments 
or concerns, please let me know.  
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ib
ere

am
as

m
any

different w
ays

to
m

a!e
co

m
p

o
stasth

erearep
eo

p
lew

h
o

d
o

it.
T

he
follow

ing
guidelines

w
ill

get you
started, butsoon

your
ow

n
experience

w
ill

help
you

tailor
a

m
ethod

that best fits
your

needs.

ii.
B

uild
or

purchase
a

com
postbin.

E
nclosed

com
post piles

keep
out pests,

hold
heat and

m
oisture

in,and
have

a
neat

appearance.
C

heck
to

see
if

your
com

m
unity

has
a

com
posting

bin
&

sthbuion
w

ogram
, or

order
from

a. garden
catalogue,

nursery
or

hardw
are

store.
O

r,
bins

can
be

sim
ply

m
ade

of
w

ire,
w

ood.
pallets,

co
n
aete

blocks,
even

garbage
cans

w
ith

drainage
boles

drilled
in

them
.

In
urban

areas,
rodent-resistant

com
post bins

—
having

a
secure

cover
and

floor
and

openings
no

w
ider

than
one-half

inch
—

m
ust

be
used.

2
.

Set
up

the
bin

in
a

convenient,
shady

area
w

ith
good

drainage.
A

pile
that

is
about

three
feet

square
and

three
feethigh

w
ill

help
m

aintain
the

heat
generated

by
the

axuposfing
organism

s
throughout

the
w

inter.
A

lthough
a

sm
aller

pile
m

ay
not retain

heat,
it w

ill
com

post

3
S

tart
the

pile
w

ith
a

layer of
coarse

m
aterial

such
as

corn
stalks

to
build

in
air

passages.
A

dd
alternating

layers
of

“brow
n”

and
‘green”

m
aterials

w
ith

a
shovelful

of
soil

on
top

o
f

each
layer.

S
hredding

leaves
or

running
over

them
w

ith
a

law
n

m
ow

er
w

ill
shorten

the
com

posting
tim

e.
B

e
sure

to
bury

food
scraps

in
the

center
of

the
pile.

4.
A

dd
w

ater
as

you
build

the
pile

if
the

m
aterials

are
dry.

5
.

A
s

dine
goes

on, keep
oxygen

available
to

the
com

postaitters
by

fluffing
the

pile
w

ith
a

hoe
or

com
post tu

n
in

g
tool

each
tim

e
you

add
m

aterial.
A

can
p
k
tetim

in
g
o
fth

ep
ile—

so
th

e
top

becom
es

the
b
o
tto

m
—

in
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and
fall

should
result in

finished
com

post w
ithin

a
year.

M
ore

frequent
fluffing

w
ill

shorten
the

com
posting

tim
e.
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lippings
•
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S
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•
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ine

N
eedles

thicken, rabbit)
P

aperlC
ardboard

•
F

oodW
astes(fruit&

•
W

o
o
d

th
ip

s
vegetables,

coffee
•

S
aw

D
ust

grounds,
tea

bags,
egg

shells)
•
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eed

W
h
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re

to
G

et
M

o
re

In
fo

rm
atio

rt

In
cooperation

w
ith

the
M

assachusetts
D

E
P

,
the

State
of

C
onnecticut has

produced
a

video
entitled

T
urning

Y
our

S
poils

to
S

oils,
w

hich
is

available
in

m
ost

local
libraries

in
M

assachusetts.
D

E
l’s

S
olid

W
aste

M
anagem

ent P
rogram

also
provides

technical
assistance

arid
reference

m
aterials

on
com

posfing
and

can
be

reached
at

(617)
292-5834.
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p
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p
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le.

T
u

rn
sp

o
ils

In
to

so
iL

.

h
o

m
e

C
om

posting
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guide
for
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C
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than
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E
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T
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O
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oston,M
A
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1993.
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rinted
on
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paper.
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of the
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.
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508-998-3111
•

Fax;
508-995-8895
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NPL 390 Kitchen Collector 
The ORBIS Kitchen Collector is designed for convenient kitchen 
food scrap collection.  The contemporary designs fits in any 
décor, and is a mess-free, odor-free, and easy-to-use scrap pail 
that is easily transported from the counter to your outdoor com-
post pile or curbside container.

MESS-FREE, ODOR-FREE

• Smooth interior walls for ease of cleaning 
• Wide opening for convenient, no-mess food disposal
• Wide base creates stable surface for bin
• Bag clip for disposable bin liners
• Snap latch lid with double rim seal eliminates odors
• Solid lid option keeps food odors in the container
• One-hand dumping using the bottom finger grip and handle
• Takes apart easily for cleaning

EASY-TO-USE

• Easy-tilt handle for easy one-hand transport 
• Compact design fits in cabinet, under sink or on counter top
• Hinged lid facilitates easy opening
• Dishwasher safe
• 90 degree lid stop for easy loading

Convenient, Mess-Free Food Scrap Collection

Product ID:  NPL390
L x W x H with Handle  12.9" x 8.0" x 9.32"
    32.8cm x 20.4cm x 23.7cm
L x W x H without Handle 12.3" x 8.0" x 9.32"
    31.3cm x 20.4cm x 23.7cm
Capacity:   1.85 gallons
    7 liters
Weight:   1.16 pounds/0.526 kg 
Durability:   To minus 20oC
Hot Stamp size:  4" W x 3" H
    10.1cm x 7.6cm
Shipping configuration:  26 per carton
    13,520 per 53' trailer
Material:   Manufactured in HDPE
Warranty:   5 years

ORBIS Corporation 
(Formerly Norseman Environmental)
Corporate Headquarters
1055 Corporate Center Drive
Oconomowoc, WI 53066  USA

Phone 262-560-5000
Fax 262-560-5841
www.orbiscorporation.com

Wide container opening Vented lid option Lid Stop

S U S T A I N A B L E   S O L U T I O N S

OTHER FEATURES

• Vented lid option promotes moisture evaporation
• Color options available

Pictured: Solid Lid Option




