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NAGOG POND

Chapter 201 of the Acts of 188l to
authorize the Town of Concord to

increase its water supply.
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TOWN QFCBHCGRB YOU CAN LOOK,
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY butyou'dbetternot
e - = - touch. That's the

basic rule ofhehav-
tor for Actonians
when it comes to
enjoying the pic-
ture-postoard beauty of Nagog Pond in the
fall - oranviime. Asinvitingasthecoolpond
waters mav seem, especially on those record-
hot summer days that we recently experi-
enced, there’s no swimmin’, no beatin’, no
fishin'-and no drinkin’ - allowed. Aboutthe

onlvthing Actonians can doisquickly admire -

the breathiaking view as they drive along
Great Road near the Littleton border in north-
west Acton.

ir'sbeen that way for more than a hundred

vears, thanks to Chapter 201 of the Acts of
1884 of the Massachusetts legislature. which
granted the town of Concord theright to “take
and hold” the waters of Nagog Pond as a
drinking water sepply. The act, while not
denying access to the pond’s waters by Acton
or Littleton {well over half of the pond is in
Littleton}, effectively quashed both towns’
chancaes of ever using Nagog Pond as either s
public water supply or recreational site.
{Acton is not unique in having another
town's water supply within its limits. For
instance, the Cambridge reservoir on Route 2
is actuallv located in Lincoln and Waltham.)
Actonian Charles E. Orcutt, attorney for
the Acton Water District for the last twenty
years, betisves the legislation originally was
passed so that the state prison in Congord

ACTON DIGESY

could be supplied with water. “They needed
to supply water to the prison, and this was
clearly the way to do it,” Orcutt said. Orcutt
alsospeculated that Concord, a hundred years
older and a much more established town
than Acton, had more political clout with the
state legislature at the time and therefore was
able to push the law through. And Acton
apparentiyvoiced no objections to Concord’s
plan.

Acton has long rejected Nagog Pond as a
source of drinking water anyway. When the
town first was exploring public water sup-
plies in the late 1800's, it found the pond’s
water level too low to support a gravity-based
distribution system, and excavaling and
building a pumping station were deemed too
cosily. “For these reasons, attention was

ALTOH DIGESTY

directed to a ground water source for supply-
ingthetown,” according toan entrvin Acton’s
1895 Report of the Commitiee an Water Sup-
ply. Meanwhile, Concord proceeded to buy
up land on the pond’s shores and invested
millions of dollars in a distribution network.
Today, Concord owns about sixty percent ofa
band of land around the pond. with widths
varving from fiftv to several hundred feet. The
tastacquisitionoflessthanan acreoffNashoha
Road was in 1986. A brown cotiage that was
sitting on the land was then torn down. A
Concord-owned pumping station of red brick
is located on Great Road near the state-owned
railroad spurthat crosses Route 2A just east of
the Route 27 intersection.

The state prison at the Concord Retary on
Route 2 - and the rest of Concord - has gotten

The waters of Nugog Pond
off Greaf Road near the
Litteton Border in Acton
stand calm today. The
scenery is all that Acton
residents can enjoy of the
two hundred eighty nine-
acre, thirty four-foot deep
pond. Concord has had
exclusive righis to use the
pond as g drinking water
source since 1884.
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iIn this photegraph, foken in
the late 1800°s, there is a
recreational boat on Nagog
Pond and Great Road is a
dirt stretch. The pond was a
popular recreational spot
until the 1930°s when the
discovery of a drowning
victim’s body allegedly put
an end to boating, swim-

ming and fishing. The

house on the hill today is

home for Boundaries
Therapy Center at 518

Great Road. The house in
the woods on the pond’s

shore currently is a
private residence.
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its water. Currently, Nagog Pond yields an
average of one million gallons of water per
day and supplies up to forty percent of
Concord’s water annually, according to Ha-
rold Storrs, Concord’s Director of Commu-
nity Services. The rest of Concord’s water
supply comes from five welis.

Acton’s long-standing policy of focusing
on ground water wells continues today. With
its new, $325,000, W.R. Grace & Company-
financed water treatment plant now on line
just off School Strest in South Acton, Acton
will have nine active wells supplying up to
four million gallons of water per day. accord-
ing to John MacLeod, Acton Water Digtrict
Manager. “Our master plan should allow us
to meet Acton’s Water demand through the
year 2020, assuming growth projections stay
in line.” MacLeod said.

In spite of vear-round restrictions on out-
door water use and the chemical contamina-
tion in recent vears of three Acton wells by
what was a battery division of W.R. Grace in
South Acton, there is no seriocus talk about
Acton’s tryving to increase its water supply by
regaining control of Nagog Pond. That would
be impractical and costly, MacLeod said,
because the 1884 act would require Acton
not only to compensate Concord for its capi-
tal investment in the Nagog system. but also

to locate a suitable alternative water supply
for Concord.

There is the matter of taste as well, “You
can run into problems when vou mix pond
water with weil water,” MacLeod explained.
“In the summer, the warmer pond water can
cause minerals to flake off the pipes in the
distribution system, and you end up with
bad-tasting water.” Concord residents have
been known to complain about the taste of
their waler. Storrs admitted. “Nagog is a
shaliow surface water supply, and it has a
musty taste at fimes. But the water is pure
and safe for drinking purposes,” he said.

The pumping of well water instead of
pond water is the general rule of thumb in
Massachusetts. According to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality and Engi-
neering {DEQE} estimates. only twenty five
percent of the state's drinking water comes
from surface sources such as ponds. Surface
waters generally are more vulnerable to pol-
lution, a DEQE spokesperson said, especiaily
if the bodies of water are near major roads.

Dioes the use of salt to melt winter snow
and ice on Route ZA, which nudges the shore
of Nagog Pond for 1,500 feet. affect the qual-
ity of the water? “There’s no doubt about
that,” MacLeod szid. “In fact, there's an
effort under way to have the state declare that

ACTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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sirip a low-salt area.”

Though never tapped for drinking water
by Acton. Nagog Pond for many vears en-
joyed a fine reputation locally as a popular
recreational spot. Known as Lake Nagog
during the 1800’s, the pond used to atiract
large numbers of water enthusiasts. many of
whom stayed in summer cottages that once
stood on its shores. For swimmers, boaters,
duck hunters and fishermen. the pond was a
natural paradise. Today. several relatively
new private homes facing Nashoba Road west
of the pond back up nearly to its shores, and
a small residential development of sight lots,
Breezy Point, is planned for nearby Breezy
Point Road four fo five-hundred feet east of
Nagog Pond. Another ten-lot subdivision off
Nagog Hill Road - two with shore-front fuot-
age - also is in the early planning stages.

Nestled among stately pines, maples and
oaks, Nagog Pond covers two hundred eighty
nine acres and boasts four miles of shoreline
along its perimeter. Its average depth is twenty
feet, fairly shallow as ponds go, with a maxi-
rmurn depth of thirty four feet. The pond is fed
by underground springs and has a relatively
small, one hundred ten-acre watershed.

The name “Nagog” appears to be a vari-
ation of “Magog,” a word that meant “water”
0 the Nashoba Indians who once roamed
this area. An 1878 historical document calls
the body of water “Magog,” while records
dating back to 1669 clearly refer to “nagog
pond.” The latter spelling obviously pre-
vatled.

Nagog Pond is one of about eight hundred
bodies of water in Massachusetts classified
as “great ponds” under state law. A great
pond is any naturally formed pond covering
more than ten acres. Since the 1640°s, great
ponds have been considered public prop-
erty, oper for swimming, beating, fishing
and hunting. Of the eight hundred great
ponds, however, only one hundred and
twenty six are in fact readily accessible to the
public, according to the Massachusetts Pub-
lic Access Board. And sixtythree great ponds,
including Nagog, are off-limits to all of these
activities because they are used as public
water supplies.

Some Actonians apparently would like to-

again see Nagog Pond used as a recreational
site. On warm sunny days, it’s not unusual
for peopie who Hive or werk near the pond to
eat tunch atop a slab of granite overlooking
the water. Nagog Pond Road, which runs on
ane side of the pond, often is glutted with
tunchtime joggers and strollers. It's nosecret
that swimmers cooasionally ignore the list of
“Do MNots” painted on a black-on-white,
wonden sign on Route 24, and succumb o
the tempting waters.

“There's really no place even to go sailing
in Acton,” said Acton Selectman Nancy Tav-
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ernier. "1 think that
would be a compatible
use of the pond without
denving Concord its
drinking water.” Water
District Manager Mac-
Leod agreed that the
pond would be an ex-
cellent addition to
Acton’s recreational
resources. “Iwould iike
toseeitas a recreational
facility,” he said. “Tjust
don’'t think Concord
would agree to it.”

Because ofstrict state
regulations governing
the use of public water
supplies, it is likely that
both Concord and DEQE
would have to agree io
any arrangement with
Acton to use Nagog
Pond forboating or other
recreational  activities..
That prospect seems
dimn. “"Opening up the
pond that way seriously
threatens the purity of
the water,” said Con-
cord’s Storrs. “You'd
have to have the area
heavily policed at all
times.” Storrs added
that limited boating was
permitted on Nagog
Pondintheearly 1930's,
but a drowning put an
endtoit. “Youcanimag-
ine the uproar when a
dead body was found in
a public water supply.” . il
he said. KYLE BAJAKIAN

Acton and/or Littieton also would be re-
quired bv law to pay Concord for surrounding
land that would be needed tc create a public
access to the water. Parking, zoning and other
thorny issues probably would be major ob-
stacles to negotiations. “lt wouldn'tbeimpos-
sible.” Tavernier said. “But it's not something
we're pursuing.”

Unless Concord chooses to abandon Na-
gog Pond as a water supply or Acton mobi-
lizes & wholehearted effort 1o gain control of
the pond's waters, there will continue to be
no swimmin’, no boatin’, no fishin’ and no
drinkin' allowed for Actonians. But at least
we can look at Nagog Pond in its red. gold-
and-orange fall splendor. And if vou really
wani totake a dip, tis onlv ashort drive down
Great Road 1o Route 126 and another “great
pond”, the one Henry David Thoreau wrote
about.

You know. the one in Concorid. e

A lunchtime jogger takes
advantage of the shade
provided by tewering trees
that line Nashoba Rood on
the western shore of Nugog
Pond.

FALL 1988 & 29





