
Katie Green 

The Historical Commission met on February 18th. They had a presentation from Stamski 
McNarry on the proposed development at 7 Great Road for which the BOS approved a site plan 
special permit at our last meeting. The builders will need to come before the Historical 
Commission for demolition permits as they are removing and/or moving structures on 
properties listed on the town's cultural resources list. The Commission also discussed Concord's 
proposed water treatment plant for Nagog Pond and the implications of the lack of an 
archeological survey on the proposed building site. The Commission also discussed the 
Morrison Farm house as well as the CPA Study Committee. They also had a conversation about 
40B projects relative to projects with historical houses.  

The Acton Nursing Services Task Force met on February 23rd. I was able to attend the first part 
of the meeting where they discussed some recent Finance Committee comments on the ANS 
and looked at recent financial information. The first two quarters of FY16 are showing a deficit 
of just under $80k. The third postcard in the postcard mailing series was recently sent out. 
Heather York, the Nursing Director, said she heard from two patients specifically that they 
chose ANS because of the postcard and that they didn't know about the service until they 
received the recent mailings. Florence Ross detailed the various ANS branded materials that the 
Friends of ANS purchased to give out at town meeting and other events. The Task Force also 
discussed other on going marketing efforts including their work to put together lists of 
providers in the area to send personalized information and packets on the ANS to in an attempt 
to get more providers to refer their patients to ANS.  

I left the ANS meeting early to attend the Finance Committee meeting to support the Town 
Manager and Finance Director as they presented the BOS's recommended FY17 budget. I 
stayed at the Finance Committee meeting for their discussion of the ongoing level of reserve 
use and their proposal for a compromise ALG plan. After much back and forth and mixed 
opinions from the Committee members, the Fin Com voted to bring back to ALG a plan for the 
town to cut $200k from their operating budget, to apply the "savings" from the town and 
recent school district budget cuts to completely eliminate the use of any of the unused tax levy 
($985k) and to apply the remaining "savings" to reducing the use of reserves. They also want to 
see the reserve use listed as $1.3M for FY18 and FY19 in the ALG plan and are ok showing the 
resulting deficits for those years.  

The Acton Leadership Group met on February 25th. We discussed the Fin Com's proposed 
compromise plan and had a long discussion about reserve use in the outer years. Marie 
proposed that we show $1.9M in reserve use in FY18 and $1.3M in FY19 to indicate a more 
gradual reduction in reserve use. ALG members will bring that proposal back to their 
committees for discussion.  

The Acton Memorial Library Board of Trustees met on February 25th. The coffee machine has 
been installed in the solarium and the new library cafe should be open soon. The Trustees 
agreed to host a small launch party when the cafe opens. The Trustees voted to approve the 
purchase of new RFID gates to fit the configuration of the new front entrance, which will 
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hopefully be installed soon. I also learned that the library collects approximately $40k in fines 
per year, all of which is turned back to the town's general fund! The Trustees also discussed 
plans for their upcoming volunteer recognition event and for a jazz trio performance that will 
be held in the library on March 20th at 3pm.  

The Recreation Commission met on March 1st. The Department recently received two 
complaints about the prices at NARA beach and about dog waste on the playground at NARA 
which the Commission members discussed. The Commission voted to approve a memo to the 
Board of Selectmen recommending that we renew the signage policy at Veterans and Miracle 
Fields. The Board  will have to review and approve the policy. The Department is still working 
on finalizing the NARA Master Plan and Cathy circulated a copy of the latest draft. She also 
shared copies of the Department's Spring/Summer 2016 program brochure which everyone 
hopefully received in the mail.  

The Historical Commission met again on March 2nd. They had demolition hearings on 
properties at 236 Central Street and 296/298 Central Street. In each case, they voted not to 
apply a demolition delay bylaw after much discussion and in consideration of the current state 
of all three buildings. They again discussed the archeological study at Nagog Pond and Barry 
Elkin shared his concerns that the recent ruling from MEPA only requires the Town of Concord 
to complete a "paper only" study. The Commission is going to look into the issue further and 
reach out the MA Historical Commission.  
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Janet K Adachi 
 
Acton Boxborough Cultural Commission:  Have missed numerous meetings due to scheduling 
conflicts.  Annual grantees reception will be Friday, 4/1; annual foreign-film series will be 
Fridays, 4/29-5/20. 
 
Acton Community Housing Corporation, Monday, 2/22:  Missed meeting due to Selectmen 
meeting at same time.  Discussion and recommendation of small-scale Chapter 40B 
proposals that will come before Selectmen in near future.   
 
Acton Water District, Monday, 2/22:  Missed meeting due to Selectmen meeting at same 
time.  Discussion of Concord request for Knox Trail hookup to Water District, and meeting 
with Town Manager and Selectmen chairman about Nagog Pond water rights; update about 
Nuclear Metals site.  
 
Design Review Board:  Have missed several meetings due to scheduling conflicts or, most 
recently and unfortunately, due to having incorrect meeting date in calendar.   
  
Finance Committee, Tuesday, 2/23:  Presentations about Community Preservation Act 
project proposals; FY17 municipal budget; collective bargaining agreement (Police 
Department).  Discussion of Committee's position on proposed compromise (relative to 
Committee's FY17 Point of View positions on reserves use, among other things) that Acton 
Leadership Group will be discussing with respect to FY17 budget. 
 
Kelley's Corner proposal for 2016 Town Meeting, Wednesday, 2/24:  Meeting with Planning 
Director Roland Bartl and Planning Department. 
 
Minuteman Regional Vocational District – Final tally on member-town Special Town Meeting 
votes on amended regional agreement and withdrawal from Minuteman District: 
 

 
      

Amended  
Agree.     Withdraw       

Member   STM   Aye Nay   Aye Nay   Comments 
Acton   2/2   X             
Arlington   1/25   X             
Belmont   2/22   X           Weather-postponed from 2/8 
Bolton   2/22   X           Weather-postponed from 2/8 
Boxborough   2/24   X     X       
Carlisle   2/9   X     X       
Concord   2/4   X             
Dover   2/22   X       X   Weather-postponed from 2/8 
Lancaster   2/9   X             
Lexington   2/22   X           Weather-postponed from 2/8 
Lincoln   2/23   X     X       
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Needham   2/10   X             
Stow   2/1   X             
Sudbury   2/9   X     X       
Wayland   2/11   X     X       
Weston   2/24   X     X     Weather-postponed from 2/8 
                      
Total:       16 0   6 1     

 
 
Regionalization Finance Oversight Subcommittee, Thursday, 3/3:  Meeting in preparation for 
annual Town Meeting, at which RFOS typically provides update. 
 
Water Resources Advisory Committee, Tuesday, 2/23:  Missed this meeting, which was at 
same time as Finance Committee meeting.  Continued discussion of proposed 
recommendations to Selectmen regarding committee's future role.  Committee has invited 
Land Use/Economic Development Director Matthew Selby to 3/22 meeting.   
 
495/Metrowest Partnership, Tuesday, 3/1, at Sanofi Genzyme, Framingham:  
1) Quarterly Board of Directors meeting:  Update about pending new Environmental 
Protection Agency stormwater regulations:  now expected out mid-March; not clear if will be 
co-issued by EPA and MA Department of Environmental Protection; Thelma Murphy of EPA 
will speak to Partnership in May. 
2) Meet-Governor's-Cabinet event featuring Jay Ash, MA Secretary of Housing and Economic 
Development.  Land Use/Economic Development Officer Matthew Selby also attended.   
 
Community Activities 
Douglas School Read-Aloud Day, Friday, 2/26:  Always lots of fun. This year's theme outer 
space ("Blast-off" into reading).  As in past years, purchased and donated books.   3 different 
books for 3 classes, Grade 1 and 2 kindergarten.  Learned some interesting facts about space 
and space travel that had forgotten or never knew. 
 
Court of Honor, Saturday, 2/27:  For Alejandro Zambrano and Liam Jones at Methodist 
Church.  Eagle Scout projects were, respectively, building new roof for Pencil Factory 
information kiosk, and expanding disabled-accessible trail at Arboretum.   
 
Acton and Boxborough Diversity Coalition, Wednesday, 2/24:  Stepped down as co-
chairman.  Formation of subcommittees to explore possible involvement in ongoing 
Massmouth storytelling at West Acton Village or another community-conversation project; 
and to plan international food festival at Acton Congregational Church.   
 
 



Selectmen Reports 3-7-2016 Franny Osman 
 
Transportation Advisory Committee Feb. 10 
 
We discussed the role TAC has in both public transit and bicycling issues and plan to 
come to the Selectmen with our thoughts on a bicycling committee. I updated the 
committee on the Cross Acton Transit bus and the decisions Doug Halley has had to 
make about routing. One member of the committee surveyed his Briarbrook 
neighborhood on their interest in a fixed route that reaches NARA, and will present the 
results soon. 
 
CrossTown Connect Feb. 11 
 
We heard more on our budget and about the Community Transit grant applications 
Doug Halley has written and the slow status of the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
grant that Transit Management Associations like ours are due to receive. Of interest to 
me among the topics discussed were the possibility of getting used vehicles from our 
Regional Transit Authorities, and a plan to sit down with both Lowell Regional Transit 
Authority and Montachusetts Regional Transit Authority to discuss the sharing of 
resources. 
 
I went to a Fitchburg Rail Meeting at Can-Am Machinery in Fitchburg at noon on Feb. 
11. At that meeting, attendees from Montachusett Area Regional Transit and cities and 
towns out on the Fitchburg Rail line expected to ask the MBTA for an added reverse 
commute trip in the early morning. Instead, it was announced that earlier that day 
communications between Mayor Di Natale of Fitchburg and Lieutenant Govr. Karen 
Polito and Corey Lynch at the MBTA had led to the addition of that train. There was thus 
more of a celebratory atmosphere. 
 
Open Space Committee Feb. 12 
 Lots of visitors came, particularly interested in the 276 Central St. property (next 
to Mount Hope Cemetery) which was discussed in Executive Session afterward; the 
Concord Nagog Pond solar panel issue (which we decided could be discussed in more 
detail in March due to time limitations, but which I, at least, concurred is an Open Space 
issue); and the Hadley Magoon land on Piper Lane. On the latter, we voted to get a new 
appraisal of both the land and the land with house, an appraisal which isn’t dependent 
on any speculation such as about a 40b. We decided to table the discussion of changing 
our charter so the Board of Selectman member was not a member but a liaison, opening 
up a spot for another member. 
 Since this meeting, there has been more news on the 276 Central St. property 
including an effort by neighbors to get others to donate to Acton Conservation Trust for 
participation in the cost of the land. Open Space will vote on this on Mar. 11. 
 



Feb. 22 Senior Center Study Committee met and is pursuing a leasing option, having put 
the Arlington St. site to rest.  This decision was made at a Wed. Feb. 17 meeting. 
 
Feb 22 North South Rail Link Working Group met in Boston. Our local presentation, 
with Gov. Mike Dukakis and Brad Bellows presenting, will be on April 12 at the TV 
Station in Acton. There are regional and core Boston effects of the Rail Link potential 
link. At this meeting, we focused on the Boston effects of the Central Artery Project, 
seeing a presentation by Tom O’Brien about recent development around North Station. 
 
Feb. 25 I attended the Safety Net meeting, organized by Laura Ducharme. Habitat for 
Humanity presented. 
 
Feb. 25, there was the monthly Lowell Regional Transit Authority meeting. My 1/102 ( 
< 1%) Rider/Labor rep position on the board will soon pass on to someone from the next 
alphabetical town, as will the similar disability rep position. Mike Gowing continues to 
represent Acton on this board.  
 
Feb. 26 there was a well-attended forum at the Senior Center about the need for a 
senior center and the plan to go to Town Meeting for a vote to put out a Request for 
Proposals for a location to lease. There were many interesting comments from the 
audience. I will publish my notes from the forum through the Senior Center Study 
Committee. 
 
March 2 The High School’s competition play, Monsters, about Mary Shelley who wrote 
Frankenstin, was excellent. They are moving on to semifinals in the state competition. 
 
March 3 is Minuteman Advisory Group for Interlocal Coordination (MAGIC). After this is 
submitted. 
 
Ongoing meetings: During this month, I had frequent telephone meetings about Open 
Space issues, a meeting with the Town Manager re: Senior Center plans, and a meeting 
with Doug Halley and incoming School Committee Chair Eileen Zhang about after school 
transportation issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chingsung Chang 
EDC did not meet due to lack of quorum.  A small group of EDC members is talking to Selby 
soon so we can move the re-charter forward. 
 
HDC and BoA met, nothing to report. 



Peter J. Berry 

Planning Board:  Held its public hearing on March 24 to solicit public input on proposed zoning changes, 
including zoning amendments for the Kelley's Corner Overlay District, amendments to the accessory 
apt.  zoning bylaw, and a change in the definition of family. The Board members voted unanimously to 
recommend the changes as proposed. 
 
Community Preservation Committee:  Voted on the final recommendations to present to ATM for 
funding projects from the FY'15 Community Preservation Fund. Voted to recommend committing 
$400,000 from the FY' 15 fund balance towards the purchase of property located at 176 Central Street.   
 
Green Advisory Board:  Board now has an expanded charge to advise the Town and schools about 
broader environmental sustainability issues, as opposed to just energy savings. Board meets on March 7 
to consider recommendations about the proposed Concord solar array at Nagog Pond. Board will also be 
considering advice on PAYT and energy aggregation.  
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