From: CERO_NOI@MassMail.state.ma.us
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2016 10:52 AM
To: dalbrecht@borregosolar.com
Cc: cero_noi@state.ma.us; Conservation Commission; cero_noi@state.ma.us
Subject: MassDEP NOI File Number
	 COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS


	EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS


	DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

	CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE


	8 NEW BOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01606 508-792-7650


	Date: 04/20/2016

	Municipality ACTON



	
	RE: NOTIFICATION OF WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT FILE NUMBER
The Department of Environmental Protection has received a Notice of Intent filed in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. c. 131, §40):

Applicant
BORREGO SOLAR SYSTEMS, INC.

Address
55 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE, SUITE 102,LOWELL MA 01851

Locus
127 STOW STREET , ACTON MA 01720

Owner
 

Address
 

This project has been assigned the following file # :   CE   085-1195
ISSUANCE OF A FILE NUMBER INDICATES ONLY COMPLETENESS OF SUBMITTAL, NOT APPROVAL OF APPLICATION

Although a file # is being issued, please note the following:

Temporary improvements of the access road where it passes through resource areas (C34-B12 and B14-B28) should be quantified and restoration specifications should be provided. The use of temporary fill and/or swamp maps may require 401 Water Quality Certification. The NOI states that the proposed work in Acton is limited to the constructions of the interconnection route, however the Site Plans depict panels, electrical equipment, an access road and tree clearing within Acton. MassDEP notes that accurate CN values may not have been chosen for the hydrology calculations for this project. The calculations show that the majority of the project will convert a "dirt road" cover type to "meadow." If much of the site can be characterized as dirt road, Class A/Meadow conditions may be difficult to establish. No specifications for depth of topsoil and seed mix are provided for the area beneath the array. A seed mix comprised of a diverse mixture of native herbaceous species is recommended. For the purposes of calculating post-development peak runoff, the solar panels should be considered to be impervious surfaces (CN 98 -unconnected), particularly where they are aligned perpendicular to the slopes. Many solar arrays in Massachusetts experience erosion problems during construction. Phasing of the project, LID measures, extra erosion control measures and frequent monitoring are recommended to prevent erosion problems, particularly where panel rows are perpendicular to the slope and in steeper portions of the project. Erosion controls should be sited at the limit of work (clearing) rather than the limit of the solar array.

Regards,

for MassDEP,
(508)-767-2722
Judith.Schmitz@state.ma.us


	


