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Kristen Guichard

From: Scott Hayes <scott@foresite1.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2016 12:57 PM
To: Kristen Guichard
Cc: Roland Bartl; Robert Hummel; Louis Levine; salpanetta1@verizon.net
Subject: Re: Sal's Auto
Attachments: 1925_ZBA_4-28-16.pdf

Hi Kristen, 
 
Letter for Sal's SP application attached.  Sorry for the delay. 
 
 
Scott Hayes, PE 
Principal 
 
FORESITE Engineering 
16 Gleasondale Road, Suite 1-1 
Stow, Massachusetts 01775 
 
Phone (978) 461-2350 
Fax (978) 841-4102 
Email scott@foresite1.com 
 
On Thu, Apr 28, 2016 at 11:51 AM, Kristen Guichard <kguichard@acton-ma.gov> wrote: 

Thank you! 

  

From: Scott Hayes [mailto:scott@foresite1.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2016 11:51 AM 
To: Kristen Guichard 
Cc: Roland Bartl; Robert Hummel; Louis Levine 
Subject: Re: Sal's Auto 

  

Still working, I will have it to you by 12:30 

 
 

Scott Hayes, PE 

Principal 

  

FORESITE Engineering 

16 Gleasondale Road, Suite 1-1 

Stow, Massachusetts 01775 

  

Phone (978) 461-2350 

Fax (978) 841-4102 

Email scott@foresite1.com 

  

On Thu, Apr 28, 2016 at 11:47 AM, Kristen Guichard <kguichard@acton-ma.gov> wrote: 

Hi Scott, 

  

How is this coming along? We will need something by 1PM in order to prepare our departmental recommendations in time.  If not we may be 
recommending a continuance as it will not make sense to hold the meeting without this information.  

 
Thank you, 

Kristen 

  

Kristen Guichard, AICP 



 
 
 
 

April 27, 2016 
 
Acton Zoning Board of Appeals 
Acton Town Hall 
472 Main Street 
Acton, Massachusetts 01720 
 
RE:  Application for Special Permit  
 5 Willow Street - Sal’s Auto & Truck Repair 
 
Dear Board Members, 
 
Our client, ATTENAP Realty Trust, has requested that we provide the following 
information as it relates to their application for a Special Permit from the Zoning 
Board of Appeals to reconstruct two structurally failing buildings on the same 
foundation footprints as the existing failing buildings at 5 Willow Street (locus parcels 
shown on Acton Assessors Maps as Map F2B Parcels 32, 37 & 41).  A metal building 
on the south side of the property is non-conforming for side yard setback and within 
the Floodway Fringe is proposed to be rebuilt.  A wood building on the north side of 
the property, partially within the Floodway Fringe, is proposed to be rebuilt. 
 
Section 4.1.8 defines uses that are allowed within the Floodway Fringe by Special 
Permit if the Board finds that: 
 
4.1.8.1.a. the proposed USE does not significantly conflict with the purposes of 

this section (4.1.8) 
  

The existing and proposed uses of the reconstructed buildings will be 
substantially the same.  

 
4.1.8.1.b. at least 98% of the Natural Flood Storage Volume of the Flood Plain 

on the site is preserved without the use of compensatory storage 
techniques and disturbance of the natural characteristics of the Flood 
Plain on the site is kept to a minimum. 

  
 To the extent practicable, the existing foundations are to be utilized and 
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reinforced or reconstructed as necessary to be suitable to support the new 
buildings.  Existing lowest floor and door sill elevations are to remain the 
same and there is no change to the Natural Flood Storage Volume of the 
Flood Plain proposed. 

 
4.1.8.1.c. the elevation of the Lowest Floor level including basement of any new 

or substantially improved residential STRUCTURE is at or above 
the Base Flood or floodproofed to above the Base Flood. 

 
 Not applicable. No new or substantially improved residential structures are 

proposed. 
 
4.1.8.1.d. the elevation of the Lowest Floor including basement of any new or 

substantially improved non-residential STRUCTURE is at or above 
the Base Flood or floodproofed to above the Base Flood. 

 
 It would not be practical to raise the Lowest Floors of the buildings to at or 

above the Base Flood Elevation as it would set the Lowest Floors of these 
structures substantially higher than they currently exist (2.5 ft or more 
above existing grade).  If the floors were set at or above the Base Flood 
elevation, additional filling of Base Flood volume would be required to 
create suitable access driveways to these elevated garage floors.  The 
applicant therefore proposes to maintain the existing building floor 
elevations within the Base Flood and opts to floodproof the repaired or 
rebuilt foundations to above the Base Flood elevation to satisfy this 
requirement. 

 
4.1.8.e. the elevation of the lowest point of any new vehicular or pedestrian 

ACCESS from a STREET to any BUILDING, including garages, 
used for human occupancy is at or above the Base Flood. 

 
 No new vehicular or pedestrian ACCESS from a STREET to any Building 

is proposed.  Proposed buildings will have the same pedestrian and 
vehicular access points as the existing buildings being replaced. 

 
4.1.8.f. any new construction or Substantial Improvements are constructed 

with flood resistant materials and methods and anchored to prevent 
flotation and lateral movement. 

 
 The applicant agrees to this requirement. 



4.1.8.g. any new or reconstructed utilities such as water or sewer mains, septic 
and drainage systems, fuel storage facilities, gas electric or other 
utilities, are anchored to prevent flotation and designed to avoid 
impairment during the Base Flood 

 
 The applicant agrees to this requirement. 
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, as the reconstruction of these buildings on the same 
footprints, and to the extent practicable, on the same foundations (or on replacement 
foundations with the same locations and elevations), there will be no change to Base 
Flood storage volume on the site from current conditions. 
 
If the Board should have any questions regarding this matter or require any additional 
information to act on this Special Permit application, please do not hesitate to contact 
our office. 
 
 

Respectfully, 
FORESITE Engineering Associates, Inc. 

 
 
 

By: Scott P. Hayes, P.E. 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cc: ATTENAP Realty Trust 
     Attorney Louis Levine 
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Assistant Town Planner 

Town of Acton  

472 Main Street 

Acton, MA 01720 

P: 978-929-6631    

  

  

  

From: Scott Hayes [mailto:scott@foresite1.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2016 8:06 AM 
To: Kristen Guichard 
Subject: Sal's Auto 

  

Hi Kristen, 

  

I did not finish my letter for Sal's yesterday, am out in the field for a few hours this morning, will finish and get it to you late morning.  I apologize 
for the delay, very busy this week. 

  

Scott Hayes, PE 

Principal 

  

FORESITE Engineering 

16 Gleasondale Road, Suite 1-1 

Stow, Massachusetts 01775 

  

Phone (978) 461-2350 

Fax (978) 841-4102 

Email scott@foresite1.com 

  

 


