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Planning Department

MEMORANDUM
To: Planning Board Date:  August 15, 2016
From: Robert Hummel, Assistant Town Planner m
Subject: Zoning Bylaw - Signs

Background
The Planning Department inventoried Sign Special Permits approved by the Planning Board since 2011.

During that time, 40 different signs were permitted under the Sign Special Permit process. Within those
requests were a total of 72 special permit deviations from the requirements of by-right Sections 7.4, 7.7
and 7.8. Most sign requests are permitted without modifications and at the maximum dimensions allowed
under Section 7.13.

# of Wall Signs 20 Display Area 17
# of Freestanding Signs | 12 Location 16
# of Awning Signs 5 Greater # of Signs 14
# of Projecting Signs 3 Height 13
Total Signs 40 Width 7
Illumination 3
Landscaping 2
Misc. 1
Total Requests 73

The recommended zoning changes would create larger maximum requirements that can be
administratively approved through the Planning Department. These changes will also look to reduce the
number of Sign Special Permits requests reducing a burden on local business owners. The
recommendations would also eliminate specific Planning Board waivers while keeping the Sign Special
Permit in place for a few circumstances.
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