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The following updated comments are offered by the Acton Community Housing Corporation in regard to 
the proposed 40B at 31, 39 and 45 Martin St. These should be incorporated into the official comments 
from the Board of Selectmen to be sent to MassHousing as part of the 30 day comment period required 
by MassHousing. An amended application has been submitted to MassHousing due to a ruling by DHCD 
that eliminates the two group homes originally proposed. MassHousing held a site visit on August 29 
which was attended by a variety of board members and town officials.  Mike Busby of MHFA attended 
the meeting and commented that the 30 day comment period is underway. The Town received the 
original Martin Street application from MassHousing on June 22, 2016.  We expect to see the amended 
application this week.   
 
The ACHC met with developer Mark Gallagher on March 21, April 11 and August 22. At the April 11 
meeting, two members of the Board of Selectmen were present but did not formally participate in the 
discussion. At the April 11 meeting, the ACHC voted to support the project to allow it to move along to 
the next step with the condition that we would have comments again further along in the process.  In 
addition, Mr. Gallagher met with the abutting neighborhood on 2 occasions and has been extremely 
receptive to their concerns and suggestions. 
 
The amended proposal has a slightly revised unit configuration. There will be a total of 32 housing units 
of which 8 will be affordable units and 24 will be market priced units. There will be units in 4 duplexes, 2 
or 3 existing homes and the balance new construction single family homes. 
 
COMMENT #1:  25% affordable count 
 
First-time-homeownership by income eligible households is the heart and soul of the ACHC’s program. 
We are pleased that there will be 8 affordable units to be sold to households earning less than 80% of 
the Area Median Income. A mix of unit sizes will be sold with the units scattered throughout the site, 
some in duplexes and some single family homes. 
 
COMMENT #2:  DRAINAGE, WETLANDS AND FLOOD PLAIN  
 
The neighborhood has expressed concern about the flooding history and drainage issues with this site 
and its proximity to Fort Pond Brook.  The Town should plan to give close scrutiny to the proposed 
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drainage system design and consider asking the ZBA to request a Peer Review of the Engineering and 
Drainage plans. 
 
COMMENT #3:  RETENTION OF EXISTING HOUSES 
 
There are three existing dwellings on the site. The current plan proposes to move all three homes from 
their current location to Martin St. frontage to extend the street scape of Martin St. This was requested 
by the neighborhood. It appears that one of the existing homes is in poor condition and may not survive 
a move. The other two will be moved to Martin Street frontage, one with a 2 car garage added and one 
without a garage. We support the efforts to rehab and reuse these units.  We would also encourage the 
developer to revisit the plan to move the houses and perhaps keep the 2 houses in best condition in 
their current location and build the development around them while demolishing the other. 
 
COMMENT #4:  HANDICAPPED UNITS 
 
On page 9, the number of handicapped units is listed as 4, including 2 market and 2 affordable.  It is our 
understanding that these units will be “barrier free” with full first floor living provided.  We fully support 
the provision of handicapped units. 
 
COMMENT #5:  NAME OF DEVELOPMENT 
 
We propose a more creative name for the development perhaps soliciting a name from the 
neighborhood. New England Village Subdivision sounds much too bureaucratic for such an historic 
location. 
 
 
We applaud the willingness of the developer Mark Gallagher to work with the Town and the 
neighborhood.  He will incur extra expense in the moving and retaining of the existing houses and 
should be complimented for those efforts. While no neighborhood is ever happy about any kind of 
development moving next door, it is hoped there will continue to be a constructive dialogue with the 
group. 
 


