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0 Property



The South Acton Woolen Mill, at 51 River Street, was constructed c¢. 1845 as a sash-and-blind
factory. The business lasted for a short time, and the mill became associated with the textile
business. During the Civil War, blankets were reportedly made at this location to be shipped
to our soldiers. At a later time, wool shoddy was produced here and it became known as the

Shoddy Mill. The building burned in 1951. (Wetherbee collection.)







Historical significance

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners g1ayed in Tocal or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Located in South Acton, the first center of Acton and the area that is reflective
of the industrialization due to the eighteenth and nineteenth century mills and
the 1844 railroad, this industrial property is located at the site of the mid
19th century shoddy mill which was first built in 1845. By the 1860s the Holmes
Woolen Company was here. Later J,A., Bowen was the proprietor of the wool
extracting company which in 1890 became the South Acton Woolen Company, This
company operated until the 1930s. In 1951 the buildings burned and this
industrial building was constructed in 1957.
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Recent History of Industrial Use

Lazaro Paving acquired property in 1982 (some records
indicate use since 1975)

Based paving operations at site for decades

Lazaro no longer operates on the site; has rented space
to contractors

Rezoned from Industrial to South Acton Village in 1995

History of neighborhood complaints of use of the
property (truck traffic, noise pollution, hours of
operation)
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Existing Conditions

LEGEND:

UTILITY NOTE:

DERGROUND UTILITIES SHOWN HERE WERE COMPILED
AVAILABLE RECOS

CHAPTER 370., ACTS MASS. WE ASSUME HO RESPONSIBILITY
FOR_ DAMAGES INCURRED AS A RESULT OF UTILTIES OMITTED OR
INACCURATELY PLANNING FUTURE CONNECTIONS, THE

RIATE_PUBLIC UTILITY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
CONSULTED. DIG SAFE TELE. NO. 1-888-344-7233.

RECORD OWNER

RIVER STREET NOMINEE TRUST
RICHARD C. LAZARD, TRUSTEE
53 RVER STREET

ACTON, WA

REFERENCE
MIDDLESEX REGISTRY OF DEEDS
SOUTH ICT

DEED BOOK 26950 PAGE 466
PLAN 1954 OF 1949

NOTE

THE ENTIRETY OF THE PROPERTY IS WITHIN
THE RVERFRONT AREA OF FORT POND BROOK.
ZONING DISTRICT

SOUTH ACTON VILLAGE

DATUM

NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929.
BENCHMARK SET: SEE PUAN.

PLAN OF LAND
N

ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS
(MIDDLESEX COUNTY)

FOR: RIVER STREET NOMINEE TRUST
SCALE: 1"=40" NOVEMBER 25, 2015
STAMSKI AND MCNARY, INC.

B0 HARRIS STREET ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS
ENQINEERING — PLANMING — SURVE YING

o 20 40 80 120 160 FT

(3672PRESENTATION.dwg) 53 RIVER STREET  SM-3672




Existing Conditions

7.26 acres
Fort Pond Brook flows through center of property

Associated Riverfront Area, floodplain, bordering
vegetated wetlands

Historic dam and raceway that once powered mill
Block storage building on river bank

Stone blocks storage bins, miscellaneous debris
Oil tanks inside block building

21E completed in 2010
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CONCEPTUAL
SITE PLAN
IN

ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS

MIN NR

- n (MIDDLESEX COUNTY)
UTILITY NOTE: LEGEND: MIN FRONT YARD 10 T 10 €T PROVIDED *+ 48 SPACES
ST LEGEND: e e Fa FOR: LAZARO

ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SHOWN HERE WERE COMPILED MIN SIOE & REAR 10 FT 0 FT
ACCORDING TO AVAILABLE RECORD PLANS FROM Vi M4 NOW OR FORMERLY MIN OPEN SPACE [ >0 SCALE: 1"=20" AUGUST 22, 2008
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DESICNING, EXCAVATING, BLASTING. INSTALLING, BACKFILLING. ZONING DISTRIGT o M WIN' BULDING HEXGHT o > STAMSKI AND MCNARY, INC.
GRADI ENT RESTORATION OR REPAIRING. ALL e o UTLITY POLE B0 HARRIS STREET ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS
BT B o YD LG SOUTH ACTON VILLAGE w5 WATER GATE TOTAL SITE AREA 207708 5 =
CHAPTER 370., ACTS OF 1963 MASS. WE ASSUME NO RESPONSIBILITY — »—— WATER SERVICE (BURIED) ~ AREA OF WETLAND & FLOCDPLAN 77 & o i ) 80 50 11
FOR DAMAGES INCURRED AS A RESULT OF UTILTIES OMITTED OR EXISTING CONTOUR DEVELCPARLE BIE MEA. (DA} Caowrie- i i ol e —
INACCURATELY SHOWN. BEFORE PLANNING FUTURE CONNECTIONS, THE EXISTING CONTOUR P LS BT RSN G
APPROPRIATE PUBLIC UTILITY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT MUST BE === EDGE OF WETLANDS - AND OHE SPACE N DRVEWAY (3672 Site CincB.dwg) 53 River Street SM-3672
CONSULTED. DIG SAFE TELE. NO. 1-8B8-344-7233. T EDGE OF BROOK SEET1 0k




Town’s Preliminary Plan

_F'clsnual Riverwalk
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Development Area

Approximately 26,000 sf
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Town’s Preliminar

26,000 st lease area for affordable housing

Partner with AHA and ACHC to construct 12 senior
affordable accessible rental units

Building to be designed to look like original mill

Approximately 5,000 sf building footprint, 2-3 stories
for 13,200 sf total

Create a riverside park with crushed stone pathway to
accessible flower gardens, pollinator meadow, shade

trees and accessible fishing platform/observation
deck, ADA park benches, ADA picnic tables



Town’s Preliminary Plan

Breach the dam for safety purposes and restore the
natural stream flow

—

Demolish stone block building and salt shed
Remove debris and remediate any contaminated soil
Remove invasive plants, restore disturbed wetlands

Add interpretive signage about historic use of property
as colonial mill site and South Acton in general

Construct river walk through flood plain after dam is

breached
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Funding Sources for acquisition

$875,000 purchase price
$13,000 site assessment (phase 1and 2)
$20,000 for legal expenses

$200,000 gift from ACHC
$375,000 request from CPC from Open Space set aside

$300,000 request to bond CPC funds for Historic
Preservation

Site assessment and legal from General Fund



Next Steps

Board of Selectmen sign P&S on September 19
Town Meeting vote on October 5

Due diligence period through end of year
Closing first week of January



53 River Street

* Thank you for your support
* Questions?
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