
From: Peter J. Berry
To: Carolyn Kiely
Cc: Board of Selectmen
Subject: Re: For Selectmen Chair Katie Green
Date: Monday, October 03, 2016 2:57:20 PM

Lisa:  Please add to the packet for the agenda Wed. night re: the discussion about
Jeff Roelofs. 

Also, I did not see the one day liquor license listed on the agenda. Consent?

Peter J. Berry
39 Faulkner Hill Road
Acton, MA 01720
(508) 423-0467 (c)
(978) 264-0265 ( h)
Pjberry@comcast.net

On Sep 28, 2016, at 23:33, Carolyn Kiely <cmkiely@msn.com> wrote:

For Acton Board of Selectmen Chair Peter Berry:

Dear Chairman Berry:

When I read this past week's Letter-to-the-Editor of the Beacon entitled
"Proud After Water Hearing," I was reminded of a letter that I sent to
Past Selectmen Chair Katie Green on the subject of Acton's lawyer.  My
January letter to Ms. Green follows.  

My concern, as expressed in January, still exists today.  You are holding a
hearing on Acton's zoning bylaw, yet you have a solo-practitioner
environmental attorney as your legal counsel. This is a ZONING
hearing.  Any decision that you make must withstand legal scrutiny, and
therefore, as I suggested below in January, a top-notch zoning lawyer
would be a truly welcome addition to Acton's legal team.  

You will see in the letter (below) that I request a brief meeting with
Acton's Town Manager to discuss my concerns.  I did meet with Mr.
Ledoux and he respectfully heard my concerns.  

Thank you for reviewing my January inputs below and for considering my
request.  
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From:  Carolyn Kiely

Carolyn M. Kiely, Esq.
11 Parkland Lane
Acton, MA 01720

From: Carolyn Kiely <cmkiely@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2016 11:42 AM
To: bos@acton-ma.gov
Subject: For Selectmen Chair Katie Green
 
RE:  Concord's lawyer on the Nagog Pond project

Hi Ms. Green:

Thank you for your time, attention, and detail at last night's Selectmen
hearing on the Nagog Pond water project.  I am the lady from Quail
Ridge that was one of the original prepared speakers.  

I understand that you are busy.  However, I am very concerned last night
after hearing that John Shay is Concord's attorney for the Nagog Pond
project.  In my opinion, Mr. Shay is one of the top 5-or-so environmental
attorneys in the state, and his firm wrote (with Epsilon Associates of
Maynard) Concord's own Feasibility Study for this project back in 2013.
 Therefore, Mr. Shay has had knowledge of the Concord project for as
much as 3 years (if not more).  Mr. Shay is probably costing Concord
somewhere between $500 and $600/hour -- that's the fee he commands
because of his expertise. And, he has a law firm behind him, most likely
with someone who is expert on zoning.

Acton's lawyer was just hired on Friday, has no background on this
project, isn't a zoning lawyer, and is a solo practitioner with one part-
time assistant. He is a capable environmental lawyer - I am not
questioning that.  

I am worried that Acton will be out-lawyered.  At this point, I don't think
an environmental attorney is what is needed.  The questions are all
zoning-related questions -- not environmental law questions.  In my
opinion, what is needed is a top-notch zoning lawyer who can answer, off
the top of his head, the zoning questions.  In the end, whatever the
Selectmen decide, the way it is written up needs to be in such a way that
it will survive an appeal. That requires a zoning lawyer who can advise
you and the other Selectmen on the way to write your decision in such a
way that it meets all requirements.  That's not an environmental lawyer.  

I have also called the Town Manager's office and requested ten minutes
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of his time to discuss this concern with him as well.  Feel free to forward
this email on to him (I don't have his email address).  

I am available to talk to you if you wish and discuss my concerns more
specifically with you.  Feel free to contact me at my home at the number
below, or on my cell phone at 978-505-2716.  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Kiely

PS - - fabulous job with the Girl Scouts!!  That was a wonderful way to
demonstrate the workings of town government, and more specifically, for
the girls to see government in action!  You may have some future
politicians in the room!!  

Carolyn Kiely
11 Parkland Lane
Acton, MA 01720
978-287-4808




