
From: Peter J. Berry
To: Board of Selectmen
Subject: Fwd: Morrison Farm Idea
Date: Friday, October 07, 2016 10:38:37 AM

FYI - Lisa, please add to the package for Morrison Farm in the 2016 file. 

Peter J. Berry
39 Faulkner Hill Road
Acton, MA 01720
(508) 423-0467 (c)
(978) 264-0265 (h)
pjberry@comcast.net

Begin forwarded message:

From: Bob Condon <bcondon11@yahoo.com>
Date: October 7, 2016 at 10:11:00 EDT
To: Peter Berry <pjberry@comcast.net>
Subject: Morrison Farm Idea
Reply-To: Bob Condon <bcondon11@yahoo.com>

Peter,

Thanks for passing this along.

I think that the Morrison Property is a resource that he town can rally
around.

My idea is quite simple:

Use the farm, as a farm, as an educational center and as a place to
gather food for low income folks.

1. We would need to hire a professional farm manager to manage
helpers,

2. We would model the program after Gaining Ground in Concord which
has volunteers come in and help out.

Use Volunteers and some farm staff to maintain property
Some product would be sold to cover the expenses 
The rest of the food could go to low income/food pantry

3. Education 
An important key to the program is that our children learn how food is
grown, the work involved and that it
does not just come from the local super market

From the Farm education standpoint,
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1. I would recommend doing INDIAN SISTERS plantin which is planting
corn, beans and squash. The corn stalk 
provides a pole for the beans to climb and the squash replenished
nutrients back to the soil.(an acre in  size)

2. I would plant in the current methods for 20 acres. This would educate
the success of current methods over 
when the twon was first established

3. I would later build Hyperbonic growing building using advanced, state
of the art growing. 

If possible and a full time farm manager is hired, then chickens could be
added to the mix. Chickens are used for both 
fertilizer, they each significant bugs in the field which eliminates any sort
of chemical treatment and are an extensive egg 
producer for customers/ pantry.

These three education point could be a rallying point for educators in
Acton. Having all ages volunteer for a day
promotes volunteerism within town.

I would build a simple classroom and prep building. The class room
allows teachers to teach, and the students can use benches for 
prepping whatever they are doing.  There would be an adjoining room
that is used for farm hands and volunteers to prep food for the farm
stand.

SO HOW DO WE DO THIS?

1. Remove 25 of the 39 acres of trees. When the farm was created, there
were no trees. We should have some 
near the west end of the property. I would have any good size tree to be
milled, turned into lumber for any building 
we would like to do (prep building/ classroom, Garage for equipment,
Hyperbonic building)

2. Create an inexpensive irrigation system that would draw water from
the pond. This would allow, even with extensive drought to 
reduce the risk of low plant volume.

3. The house could be used as a place of rest but also enhance the
kitchen so that baking/cooking could be done. This could be a link to 
Minuteman's programs. I am thinking in line with low income folks/
elderly that can not prepare vegetables like squash, would be prepared
and could be delivered through either community supper or food pantry.

4. We may need to share some equipment when removing trees and
performing heavy work. I am thinking using hackhow, Michigan loader
when 
the town does not have it in use. 

5. a few pieces of equipment would need to be either purchase or work



with other local farmers for heavier equipemt. Several farms in Stow
share equipment to keep the cost minimal.

5. Items like Tree stumps would be ground on site initially for bark
mulching. Root mulch is dark and lasts for decades.

Peter, 

This could be a wonderful center for people to come to. Seniors, school
kids, adults can all volunteer and give back. Gaining Ground has
a vibrant program which produces a lot of food for pantries.

I have thought about the Morrison property to use the property to our
fullest. Having the farm return to its history just seems the correct thing
to do .

As a tax payer, I do not want to hear, "Knock it down" and put in yet
another soccer field, I doubt the house is worth to renovate for a family
to live in. Let that happen on Martin street so the family gets a NEW
house and not something that needs to be fixed up.

There are SO many ideas that we can open the peroperty to, but making
it an education WORKING farm makes me excited!

Thanks

Bob Condon 
978-549-9491


