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Open Space Committee 
 
     October 6, 2016 
Mr. Peter Berry, Chair 
Town of Acton Board of Selectmen 
Acton Town Hall 
472 Main Street 
Acton, MA  01720 
 
RE: Morrison Farm House Lot 
 
Dear Chairman Berry: 
 
Morrison Farm is truly one of the premier open space parcels in the Town of Acton.  Although 
not of the areal extent of our larger conservation parcels, this property has an aura of peace and 
quiet that is the equal of even our largest holdings.  In addition, the current use of the property 
as community gardens preserves the historic farming character of the property.  Indeed, 
Morrison Farm has an uninterrupted history of farming dating to the days before Isaac Davis, 
possibly making it the oldest continuously farmed land in the town, if not the county. 
 
The Open Space Committee understands that you, your fellow Selectmen, and many past 
Selectmen, have struggled with the issue as to the use of the Morrison Farm house and sheds.  
While the Open Space Committee reserves any opinion as to the disposition of the house and 
sheds, we do have very serious concerns with the concept of carving the house lot out of the 
property.  Unfortunately, doing so would create a series of additional problems and cause 
irreparable detriment to the character of the Morrison Farm landscape.  Principal among these 
is the fact that doing so would require the creation of a new entrance to the Morrison Farm 
property, with the associated loss of additional acreage to driveway and parking lot pavement.  
This new entrance would then be in addition to the existing house entrance and to the proposed 
23-space Ice House Pond parking lot to be constructed immediately downhill from the property.  
Together the new and existing entrances would result in the now wooded frontage of Concord 
Road turning into a series of driveways and parking lots.   
 
Ultimately, the house and sheds are new additions to the long history of the Morrison Farm 
property.  Sacrificing additional Morrison Farm open space acreage for the sole purpose of 
carving off the house lot goes directly against the goals of opens space protection as identified 
in the Town of Acton Open Space and Recreation Plan.   
 
We would note that after many years of study, the Morrison Farm Committee voted unanimously 
to remove the house.  While, as stated above, we reserve any opinion as to the disposition of 
the house, we would agree with the general consensus that the preservation of the Morrison 
Farm property should come well before the preservation of one of its more recent tenants. 
 



 

We thank you for your consideration of the above, and for your fine work and dedication to the 
wellbeing of the Town of Acton. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 

Andrew D. Magee 
 
Andrew D. Magee  
Chair, Town of Acton Open Space Committee 


