ACTON PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of Meeting
January 11, 2005
Acton Memorial Library

Planning Board members Ms. Lauren Rosenzweig (Crairmmarm),MrHart

Millett, Mr. Greg Niemyski, Mr. William King, and associates Mr. Edmund Starzec and Ms. Ruth
Martin were in attendance. Aiso present was Town Planner Mr. Roland Bartl. Ms. Stacy Rogers,
Mr. Chris Schaffer, and Mr. Gary Sullivan were unable to attend. :

Ms. Rosenzweig called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

i,

V.

V.

Citizens Concerns

There were no citizen concerns.

Announcement: Mr. Hart Millett announced his resignation from the Planning Board effective
with the close of this meeting. Ms. Rosenzweig thanked Mr. Millett for his service on the
Board. The two associate members agreed to consult about which one might be able to step
up to a full membership,

Consent Agenda
a. Minutes of 11/14/04 were amended, and then approved as amended.
b. The Board established a bond amount of $73,500 for Sweeney Farm Lane subdivision.

Reports
CPC: The CPC is continuing its interviews with CPA projects proponents (Bartl).

OLEC: No recent meeting.

MAGIC: There will be a special MAGIC breakfast meeting scheduled for Monday, 1/21 at
9:00 AM at Cary Memorial Hall, 1605 Mass. Ave. in Lexington {King).

EDC: EDC members are working to sort out priorities for the new year (Rosenzweig).
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) for the CWRMP: No report.

Acton Community Housing Corporation {ACHC) Presentation — 28 Willow St. /214

Central St. Project

Nancy Tavernier, ACHC Chair, and Ryan Bettez, ACHC Vice Chair, presented an update and

preliminary plan options for an affordable housing project that the ACHC is working on in West

Acton. Ms. Tavernier and Mr. Bettez briefed the Board on basic information regarding the site

and the project:

» The Town took the property for non-payment of taxes and subsequently performed an
environmental remediation. The site is now cleaned up and suitable for housing.

» The ACHC is looking to build up to four units on the site, some of them affordable.

* The proposed density is allowed by Acton’s Village Residential zoning.

...e...The ACHC has received CPA funds and a State.grant to work on site investigations, -

preliminary planning, exploration of various development options, and feasibility study.
» The Board of Selectmen supports the effort but seeks to recapture the remediation cost.
Discussion, which involved some abutters that were present, touched on proposed density,
estimated project cost, numbers of affordable units, public bid requirements, prevailing wage
requirements, parking for vehicles, and yard areas.

Joint L etters from Planning Board and Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) to the

Board of Selectmen
Ms. Rosenzweig and Ms. Ann Sussman, TAC Chair, co-drafted two letters to the Board of
Selectmen as a follow-up to the meeting of the two groups on 12/14/04; one letter concerning
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South Acton Commuter issues, the other concerning the location of a traffic signal on Great
Road. ‘

Board members discussed the draft letters. After making several changes the Board voted to
send the letters to the Board of Selectmen as revised, with the understanding that Ms,
Rosenzweig will make the final edits after consulting with Ms. Sussman.

VI. Zoning Articles for the Annual Town Meeting
Mr. Bartl provided an overview of two potential zoning articles — a housekeeping article and an
article to reasonably regulate amateur radio towers. Mr. Niemyski suggested breaking the
large housekeeping article into several smaller articles. The Board voted to proceed with both
items to a public hearing on 2/22/04. :

VIl. Goals Discussion ,

a. Housing Plan Implementation should be done this year with efforts to draft zoning bylaw
changes and to work with the Board of Selectmen and the ACHC to develop a 40B
sirategy for the Town. ‘

b. Storm Water Drainage — Mr. Bartl reported that the Planning Department has begun work
on a comparison of local requirements with State and Federal standards; where'local
requirements would have to change for consistency with State/Federal standards; and the
pros and cons of making such changes.

c. Kelley’s Corner — Althcugh some members of the Board of Selectmen at the recent joint
meeting encouraged that this effort be revisited, the Board agreed that it will not be done
this year.

The meeting adjourned at +/-9:30 p.m.
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