
Christine Joyce

From: Dore’ Hunter
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2005 10:39 AM
To: Manager Department; Frank Joyner
Subject: Re: Request for Georgia Whitney Fund use for Creeley Award readingevent

Don,

Please put this request for use of the Georgia Whitney Fund on the Consent Agenda for
the 25 February SOS meeting.

Dore’ Hunter from Fort Myers, FL
Selectman, Town of Anton, MA
Tel: 978-263~O882

Fax: 978—263--9230
Email: DoreHunter@aol .com
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Acton Memorial Library
486 Main Street, Acton, MA 01120
(978) 264-964119642 TDD 635-0072

Mr. F. DoréHunter,Chairman
Townof ActonBoardof Selectmen
472Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Attachments: 1. Biographyof C. D. Wright
2.2005CreeleyAwardPoetryReadingExpensesandFundRaisingBudget
3. Approval of expenditurefrom theGeorgiaWhitneyFund

DearDoré,

Yousignedtheprodamationissuedby theBoardof SelectmendesignatingApril 11,2001as
“RobertCreeleyDay,” initiating aseriesof readingsbringing outstandingpoetsto Acton to
celebrateNationalPoetryMonth.Thefifth annualRobertCreeleyAwardreadingis now
scheduledfor May 5. Again anoutstandingpoet,C. D. Wright, (abrief biographyis attached)
hasagreedto cometo Actonto accepttheawardandreadfrom her works.RobertCreeleywill
alsoreturnto presenttheaward.

Theestimatedexpensesthis yearareaboutthesameas lastyear,at $3,250(anitemizedlist is
attached).As in pastyears,we areaskingfor contributionsfrom theFriendsof theActon
Libraries,the AML FoundationandCommunityEducation.Lastyearwe alsorequestedand
receivedfundingfrom the GeorgiaWhitneyFund,which wasestablishedto supportjustsuch
events,andwantto do soagainthisyear.

TheTown Financedepartmenthassaidthat thisfund nowhasapproximately$21,600of
accumulatedearnings,whichcanbeusedto fundcultural events.Wewould like to askthe
AdvisoryBoardof thisfund,viz., theBoardof Selectmen,Superintendentof Schoolsarid the
Principalof thehigh school,to approveanexpenditureof $1,750to beusedin supportof the
2005CreeleyAward event.

Thepoetryseriescontinuestobe successful,with the CreeleyAwardreadingbeingamongthe
foremostculturaleventsin thearea.Eachyearit hasbeenattendedby morethan200people,and
eachyeartheaward-winningpoethasspentlime in theHigh School,providinganopportunity
for someof Acton’s studentsto meetandhearapoetof greatrenown.I hopeyou will agreethat
theeventis of greatvalueto the schoolsandthecommunityandwill approvethe requested
expenditurefrom theGeorgiaWhitneyFund.

Si9cerely,

Fr Joyner,T stee
ActonMemorialLibrary

February18, 2005



Approval of Expenditure from Georgia K Whitney Fund

Thewill whichestablishedtheGeorgiaE. WhitneyFund,namedanadvisoryboard

consistingof themembersof theBoardof Selectmen,theSuperintendentof Schoolsand

thePrincipalof thehigh school. This boardis to review andconsiderrequestsfor

expendituresfrom thefundfor eventsof aculturalandeducationalnaturefor thebenefit

ofthecitizensof Acton andthestudentsof theActonschools.

Theundersignedhavereviewedsucharequestfor $1,750to be expendedto supportthe

2005RobertCreeleyDaypoetryreadingto be held in theActon TownHall, room 204,

on May5, 2005, andapprovethis request.

F. DoréHunter, Chairman

TownofActon Boardof Selectmen

William Ryan, Superintendent

Acton& Acton-BoxboroughSchools

StevenDonovan,Principal

Acton-BoxboroughHigh School
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C.D. Wright
Poet

__________ ProfessorofEnglish
BrownUniversi~’
Providence,RhodeIsland
Age: 55

CD. Wright is an accomplished writer, the author of

tenvolumesofpoetry, andan editorfor Lost Roads

Publishers No singledescriptionaduquatehcaptures

Wright’s work; sheis anexperimentalwriter, a

tit Southernwriter, andasociallycommittedwriter, yet
shecontinuouslyreinventsherselfwith eachnew

volume. Thetrajectoryandgrowthofherachievement
asapoetcanbe seenin S)ee/Awey(2001).a selection

ofherverseoverthelast twenty years. In this
volume,Wrightexperimentswith stanza,syntax,and

line andwritesin avarietyof styles— prosepoems.short lyrics, andprose
narratives. Thepoemsthemselvesmovefrom thepersonalto thosefrom One
BigSe/f(2003).wherethepersonaeoriginatefrom Wnghfsconversationswith
pnsonersin the Lotasiana state prison system. Despite her frequent use of

experimentalstructures,hermodeof expressionis clearandaccessible,andher
poem’ is rootedin thelandscapeandpeopleof herchildhoodin Arkansas,
oftenengagingissuesof social importance.Wright is aprolific poetwhose
wide-rangingoeuvreincludescollaborativeprojectswith the phorographer
DeborahLusterandthecompositionandpublicationoftwo stateliteraiy

_________ maps:oneof hernativestateof Arkansas.theother ofheradoptedstate,
RhodeIsland.wheresheteachesandresides.

______________ C.D. Wright receivedaBA. (1971)from theUniversity of Memphis andan
M.F.A. (1976) fromtheUniversityof Arkansas.Wrightwasalecturerin
poetry(1979-1981)atSanFranciscoState Universityprior tojoiningthe
faculty of Brown Universityin 1983. Shehasheldvisiting faculty positions
at theBurrenSchool ofArt, Ireland(1996), andtheUniversity of Iowa
(1997), andtheUniversityof Cincinnati(2004): sheis currentlytheIsraeli.
KapsteinProfessorof EnglishatBrown. Her manypublishedworks include

Fi,rther.4c,4’enrureswith You (1986)..Ju.vt Whi.vIle (1993),andDeepstepCome
Shining(1998),andherpoemshaveappearedin numerousanthologies.
Wright is acontributorofpoetry, essays,andreviewsto suchpublicationsas

P/onghsheresandTheNewYorker.
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2005 CreeleyAwardPoetryReading
Estimated Expensesand Fund RaisingBudget

Event Costs:

Honorarium $2,000
CreeleyAward 500 (usedby award recipient to select

booksfor the library)
Lodging for C. D. Wright 200
Lodging for Robert Creeley 200
Publicity 25
ChairRental 225
Food, papergoods,etc. 100

Total $3,250

Fund Raising Plan:

PossibleResources: 2004 2005
Contribution Request

AML Foundation $ 500 $ 500
Friends of the Acton Libraries 350* 500*
CommunityEducation 500 500
Acton/BoxboroughCultural Council 300
GeorgiaWhitneyFund 1,500 1,750

Total $3,150 $3,250

* Friendsof theActonLibrarieshavealsocontributedto thefall poetryreading.


