
TOWN OF ACTON

Building Department

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICA TION

To: Board of Selectmen Date: April 19, 2005

From: Carry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner

Subject: Site Plan Special Permit #04/3O/O4~39S.A&~_....~
19 Railroad Street (Foster)

Mr. Gurtler, is before the Board to present plans for the rear addition of the main existing
building. The Board originally granted permission for the addition of two new residential buildängs.
The original plan did not have architectural plans of the addition. The Board conditioned the
approval so that when Mr. Gurtler did have plans of the addition he would submit those plans for
the Board approval.

I took the liberty of requesting comments of the Historic District Commission. Those
comments are attached. Under Acton Zoning Bylaw § 10.4.3.9 the Board must find that the site
improvements are related harmoniously to the terrain and the scale and architecture of existing
buildings in the village. The proposed buildings and structures shall be compatible with their
surroundings with respect to: height, façade facing the street; rhythm of solid surfaces and
openings; spacing of buildings or structures; roof slopes; and scale.



March23, 2Q05

(By E-Mail)

Boardof Selectmen
Town Hall
472Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Tothe Board:

At its meetingson February7, 2005 andMarch21,2005, the Acton Historic District Commission
(“HDC”) reviewedinitial draftdrawings(2/7) anda revisedsetof drawings(3/21) for a proposedaddition
to the westsideof the historic buildingat 19 RailroadStreet. Building CommissionerGarryRhodes
providedthe HDC with the revisedsetafterour March

7
thmeeting,alongwith areqpestthatthe HDC

providecommentsto the Board. Mr. Gurtlerattendedour February
7

thmeetingandbroughtthe initial
drawings. The exterioraspectsof the proposedaddition arethe samein the initial andreviseddrawings.

At the Februarymeeting,Mr. Gurtler saidthe Site PlanSpecialPermitfor two multi-unit buildings
proposedfor the rearpart of thepropertyhasbeenapproved,andthat he alsowishesto enlargethe
existingbuilding, which in the mid~19th_centurywasthe AmericanHouseHotel. He proposesa 12’-wide,
full-heightadditionthatwould runthe lengthof the westside.

Mr. Gurtlershouldtakethis expansionopportunityto returnthe building closerto its earlierappearance
throughrestoringthe sidingto clapboard,andusingwood insteadof syntheticshutters.Mr. Gurtlersaid,
however,that he plansto matchthe existingdetails,which is confirmedby the lackof changesto the
exteriorportionof the reviseddrawings. The addition shouldbe set backup to I’ or so, especiallyfrom
the existingfront elevation,which would helppreservethe scaleandproportionsof the existingfront
facade. We alsonotedthatdetailssuchas cornerboardson the front façadeatthepoint wherethe addition
beginsmightbe usedto setthe new sectionoff from the old. Also, the drawingsshowamuchhigher
proportionof wall surfaceto windowsthanon the presentwestelevation. This will give theadditiona
moremodernappearancethanthe existingbuilding. To curethis, eachproposeddoublewindow should
be convertedto two singlewindowsspacedappropriately.Also, the shuttersshownon the proposed
doublewindowsmakeno architecturalsense,becausetheywould only covera portionofthe windowsif
the shutterswereclosed.

On2/7, wemadeandreiteratethe following designrecommendations.The westwall shouldhavemore
openings,andhavesingleseparatedwindows, ratherthandoubleunits. If shuttersareused,they shouldbe
sizedproperly to the window. The addition shouldbe setbackfrom thesouth(street)façade,and
probably fromthe north,as well, to helpthe roof connectionsin back. Traditionalmaterialsarepreferable.

Sincerely,

Brian Bendig,

Historic District Commission
cc: Mike Gurtler

GarryRhodes,Acton Building Commissioner
Historic District Commission
(All ccs by e-mail)



To: Boardof Selectmen

In accordancewith the conditionsof my Site PlanSpecialPermitapplicationfor 19
RailroadSt, I amherebysubmitting floor plansandelevationsof theadditionfor your
review.
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