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Residentsinterestedin servingon a Town Board, Committeeor Commissionare askedto completethis
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Have you previously been a member of a Board, Committee or Commission(either in Acton or
elsewhere)?If so, pleaselist the Boardnameandyour approximatedatesof service: _____________
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SusanMitcheli-Hardt

SpringHill Farm
328 PopeRoad

Acton, Mass.01720

April 27, 2005

DearActon Boardof Selectmen:

I stronglyrecommendSusanKennedyto beappointedto an AssociatePositionon the
Town of Acton PlanningBoard.

I haveknown Sue for at least16 yearswhentwo of ourchildrenwerein kindergarten
togetheratMcCarthyTowneElementarySchool. At thattime little did we know that
severalyearslaterwhenthe demandsof motherhoodabated,thatwe would bothemerge
as communityactivistsin differentyetcompatibleareas.

I becameawareof Suein her “new” personaas thesuccessfulcampaignmanagerfor
both StateSenatorPamResorand StateRepresentativeJamieEldridge. Herpeople
skills, communicationskills, organizationalskills, anddatabasemanagementskills are
impressive.I wasprivilegedto bea campaignvolunteeron an occasionalbasis under
Sue’ssupervision

We re-connectedat PlanningBoardMeetingsat a time whenwe werebothcuriousto see
how varioustown boardsfunction. Throughthis exposuresheindependentlyincreased
herknowledgeaboutplanninganddiscoveredakeeninterestfor thesubjectandits
practicalapplicationin thecommunity.

As an outgrowthof thatinterestshetooktheopportunityto becomea memberoftheEast
Acton Village PlanningCommitteeasit wasan excitingchanceto write a village plan.
Shemastereda numberofplanningcomplexitiessuchas learninghow to explainFloor
Area Ratiosto a laypersonaswell asTransferof DevelopmentRights, an important
planningtool that we areoptimistic will eventuallybeusedin EastActon Village to
protectthe environmenton theNashobaBrook sideof GreatRd.

Sueworkedwell with her fellow committeemembersbecauseherviews werefair and
balanced,andshewasalwayswilling to listento theotherside. Partly as aresult of her
efforts, theEastActon Village Planwas approvedunanimouslyatTown Meetingone
yearago.

Most recentlySuewasa PrecinctCaptainfor the successfulTogetherfor Acton
campaignto voteyesfor theoverrideofProposition2 1/2. ThePrecinctCaptainis
responsiblefor coordinatingtheeffortsofapproximatelya dozenvolunteersandkeeping



themmotivatedto makecallsand log theresultsin to thedatabase,which is laterusedto
makephonecallson electionday. Coordinatingthis type ofeffort is an importantreason
thecampaignwassuccessful.

As you cansee,Suehasalong andsuccessfulhistoryofworking tirelesslyon behalfof
thetown. Shewould be adedicatedworkhorseon theTownof Acton PlanningBoard
and will servehercommunityproud.

Sincerely,

SusanMitchell-Hardt


