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     TOWN OF ACTON 
     472 Main Street 

     Acton, Massachusetts, 01720 
     Telephone (978) 929-6630 

     Fax (978) 929-6333 
 

 
Engineering Department 
 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION 
 
To:   Board of Selectmen Date: July 15, 2016 
 
From:    Engineering Department   

 
Subject:     282 Main Street Sewer Privilege Fee Calculation  

 
 
 
Engineering Department has received a request from the developer of 282 Main Street to calculate 
the Sewer Privilege Fee for the proposed 6 units’ development. Below is our calculation.  
 

The plan proposes 6 units with 3-bedrooms each.  The existing property has been 
assessed 1 “Sewer Betterment Unit” (SBU) which has an outstanding balance of $6,974.14 
for the initial betterment.  The additional 5 homes, with 3-bedrooms each, would require an 
additional Privilege Fee equal to 5 SBUs at $12,311.52 per SBU.  An additional privilege 
fee of $61,557.6, plus the outstanding balance, equals a total payment of $68,531.74 to 
connect to the sewer.  This fee must be paid prior to issuing any building permits.   

 
The Board of Selectmen, acting as the Sewer Commissioners, has the authority to waive or 
reduce the privilege fee if a project is in the public interest.  We’ve attached a memo 
outlining the Sewer Commissioner Policy for fee relief.  At a minimum, the outstanding 
balance of $6,974.14 for the initial betterment must be paid prior to the building permits. 
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SEWER COMMISSIONER POLICY
2010-01

PURPOSE

Thepurposeofthis documentis to providetheSewerCommissionerswith a consistent
andfair mechanismto utilize whenconsideringrequestsfor relieffrom theSewer
AssessmentBylaw D-1O 5-b.This sectionreadsasfollows:

b. TheSewerCommissionersmayestablishreasonablefeespursuantto G.L. c. 83,
§ 17, to covercostsofconstructionofcommonsewersandotherfacilities
requiredto servelandpreviouslyassesseda sewerbettermentbasedon its
existinguseand/orits existingzoningpotentialwheresuchlandis later
developedand/orsubdividedfor moreintensiveuse(suchasthrougha
comprehensivepermitunderG.L. c. 40B,azoningchange,a subdivision,an
approvalnot requiredplan, or othermeans).Thisfeeshallbecalculatedbased
on the numberofSewerAssessmentUnitsattributableto the intens~fIeduseofthe
landminusthe numberofSewerAssessmentUnits originally assessedto the land,
andmaybe adjustedbysuchotherfactorsasthe SewerCommissioners,by
regulationpromulgatedpursuantto this bylaw, determineto be appropriate.This
feeshallbepaidbeforeanysewerconnectionpermitor buildingpermit is issued
for theintens~/Ieduseor, a sewerconnectionpermitor buildingpermitis not
requiredfor the intensifieduse,beforethat useis commencedTheSewer
Commissionersmay, by regulationpromulgatedpursuantto this bylaw, divide
thisfeeamongthelandinvolved

POLICY

WhentheSewerCommissionersreceivea requestfrom anapplicantfor relieffrom
paymentofaprivilegefeeprior to the issuanceofa sewerconnectionpermitora
building permittheyshall takethefollowing underconsideration:

1. Is the intensifieduserequiringtheprivilegefeeaLocal Initiative Projector
similar typeofprojectassupportedby theActonZoningBylaw asspecifiedin
section4.4.?

2. Is the intensifieduserequiringtheprivilegefeeprovidingapublicbenefit;suchas
affordablehousing,historicprotection,openspaceorotherbenefitasinterpreted
by theSewerCommissioners?

3. Is theapplicantrequestingtherelief agreeingto payanInterestRatefor the
InterestPeriodstartingupontheissuanceof asewerconnectionpermit orbuilding
permit (whicheveris issuedfirst) to thedateofthe issuanceofanOccupancy
Permit?

4. Is theapplicantrequestingtherelief in goodstandingwith theTownin thatno
taxesor feesareoutstandingaseitheran individual orasacorporateentity?



Shouldthe SewerCommissionersfind thattherequestfor reliefmeetsall oftheabove
conditions,therequirementfor paymentoftheprivilegefeepriorto issuanceofa sewer
connectionpermitorabuildingpermitmaybechangedto paymentpriorto the issuance
ofanoccupancypermit.

Definitions

Local Initiative Project— Consistentwith theComprehensivePermitPolicy,AppendixD,
asadoptedby theBoardofSelectmenandPlanningBoard,April 2006.

InterestRate- $15.00permonthperprivilege feeunit duringtheinterestperiod

InterestPeriod— Thestartoftheperiodshallbethe first dayofthemonthwhena sewer
connectionpermitorabuildingpermit is issued(nomatterwhich daythepermitis
actuallyissued)andshallcontinueto the lastdayofthemonthwhenanoccupancypermit
is issued.
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