Kim DelNigro

From: owner-mpoinfo@ourultra.ctps.org on behalf of Jared Fijalkowski [j_fijalkowski@ctps.org]
Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 2:09 PM

To: mpoinfo@ctps.org

Subject: MPO January Open House - You're Invited!
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** See attached for the press release and flyer for

the Boston Region MPO's upcoming Open House! **
+* Read the attached TRANSREPORT insert to learn about JOURNEY to 2030 and to provide your
input! **

How Is Your Mobility in the Boston Region?
Can You Get Where You Need to Go?
Your input will help guide the new long-range transportation plan for the Boston Region'!

You are invited to the

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization’s

Open House

to discuss the development of

JOURNEY TO 2030: The Transportation Plan of the Boston Region MPO

Tuesday, January 17, 2006
12:00-2:00 PM and 5:00-7:00 PM

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Boston, Massachusetts

Discussions will be held on mobility and on system modernization and preservation, with a
focus on: Mobility Management System Suburban Transit Opportunities Studies Examining
Mobility Unified Planning Work Program Transportation Improvement Program MBTA Capital
Investment Program

This MPO Open House is an opportunity for members of the public to share views on the
transportation issues in the region and learn about ongoing work to identify existing
mobility needs and to preserve and modernize the transportation system. It is the second
in a series of bimonthly open houses to inform the public about JOURNEY TO 2030 and to
solicit input from the public on Plan topics.

There will be two identical sessions, one at lunchtime and one in the evening. MPO members
and staff will be in attendance to listen to your ideas and answer your questions. If you
cannot attend the January 17 Open House, you can visit the Web site, www.bostonmpo.org, to
find current information and share your ideas.

If you have questions or comments, please contact Jared Fijalkowski, Boston Region MPO, by
phone at (617) 973-7092 or by e-mail at j_fijalkowski€ctps.org.
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Contact: Jared Fijalkowski
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
Telephone: (617) 973-7092, E-mail: j_fijalkowski@ctps.org

How Is Your Mobility in the Boston Region?

Can You Get Where You Need to Go?
Share your views at the Boston Region MPO’s Open House

Your ideas and comments about the future of transportation in eastern Massachusetts are needed now! They will pro-
vide important input for the long-range planning now underway for the region, as the Boston Region Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) develops its new Transportation Plan, JOURNEY TO 2030.

The MPO is holding an Open House where people can share their views on mobility in the Boston region and learn
about ongoing work to improve mobility and to preserve and modernize the transportation system. The Open House
will be held on:

Tuesday, January 17, 2006

MPO Conference Room

Suite 2150, State Transportation Building

10 Park Plaza, Boston

Two identical sessions will be held: from 12:00 to 2:00 PM and from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. MPO members and staff will be
in attendance to listen to your ideas. If you cannot attend the January 17 Open House, you can visit the MPO Web
site, www.bostonmpo.org, to find current information and share your ideas.

This is the second in a series of bimonthly open houses to inform the public about, and garner input for, the region’s
Transportation Plan. JOURNEY 10 2030 will lay out the MPO’s vision for transportation in the region, and public
input is its cornerstone. The topics for discussion at the Open House will be mobility and system preservation and
modernization, focusing on the Mobility Management System, suburban transit opportunities, studies examining
mobility, the Unified Planning Work Program, the Transportation Improvement Program, and the MBTA Capital
Investment Program.

Over the next several months, the MPO will be looking for more ideas and viewpoints on topics such as transporta-
tion needs in the region, regional equity, the environment, safety and security, transportation and land use, and eco-
nomic development and freight.

If you have questions about the Open House or comments to submit in advance, contact:
Jared Fijalkowski
Boston Region MPO
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116
(617) 973-7092; (617) 973-7089 (TTY); (617) 973-8855 (fax); or j_fijalkowski@ctps.org. For more information on
the Transportation Plan or to participate in the latest Transportation Plan survey, visit the MPO Web site,
www.bostonmpo.org.

The MPO is a forum for cooperative transportation decision-making. It programs funding for regional transportation
planning and for transit and highway projects in the 101-municipality metropolitan Boston region. The voting mem-
bers of the MPO are five state-level agencies, two regional agencies, and seven municipalities.
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HOW IS YOUR MOBILITY IN THE BOSTON REGION?
CAN YOU GET WHERE YOU NEED TO GO?

Your input will help guide the new long-range transportation plan for the Boston region!

You are invited to the
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization’s

to discuss the development of JOURNEY 1O 2030:
The Transportation Plan of the Boston Region MPO

Tuesday, January 17, 2006
12:00-2:00 pm and 5:00-7:00 PM

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
State Transportation Building

10 Park Plaza, Boston, Massachusetts

Discussions will be held on mobility and on system modernization and preservation, with a focus on:

* Mobility Management System

e Suburban Transit Opportunities

e Studies Examining Mobility

¢ Unified Planning Work Program

¢ Transportation Improvement Program
* MBTA Capital Investment Program

This MPO Open House is an opportunity for members of the public to share views on the transportation
issues in the region and learn about ongoing work to identify existing mobility needs and to preserve and
modernize the transportation system. It is the second in a series of bimonthly open houses to inform the
public about JOURNEY T0 2030 and to solicit input from the public on Plan topics.

There will be two identical sessions, one at midday and one in the evening. MPO members and staff will
be in attendance to listen to your ideas and answer your questions. If you cannot attend the January 17
Open House, you can visit the MPO Web site, www.bostonmpo.org, to find current information and share
your ideas.

If you have questions or comments, please contact Jared Fijalkowski, Boston Region MPO, by phone at
(617) 973-7092 or by e-mail at j_fijalkowski@ctps.org.
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MOBILITY MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM

Monitoring the Transportation
System

A key activity of the MPO is the Mot
ity Management Systemn program, whi
monitors the performance of the region’s

frzmspwrm‘ﬂ(m system. I‘,X'{'t’ﬂr&!‘»‘@ (}Lf}?(l are

collected on an ongoing basis and are

analyzed using mobility performance
measures to identify the facilities and

services in greatest need of improvement.
Roadway Monitoring

Travel time information is collected on

1,277 centerline-miles of major arterials
and limited-access highways. Roadway
performance is measured in terms of
travel speeds and delays, which are com-
plemented by additional measures, such

as average daily traffic and crashes.
Transit Monitoring

MPO staff perform ongoing monitoring

of MBTA services, including direct obser-

vation of schedule adherence and passen-
ger loads. These data are fed into the

hiennial MBTA service-planning process
and are also used in corridor and subarea

public transporration studies.

Monitoring Other
Transportation Systems

# Periodic surveys are conducted at park-
and-ride lots at transit stations. Perfor-
mance is measured in terms of
use, and the time of day ar which lots
fill up.

¢ On a quarterly basis, travel time runs
are conducted on the 1-93 high-
oecupancy-vehicle (HOV) lanes.
Periodically, occupancy counts are also
taken. Performance is messured in
terms of the rravel time saved com-

sared to general-purpose-lane travel.

* The Mobility Management System
also investigates ways to n—fnl'x::ufa,cs
transportation-demand-management
activities and improve bicycle and

pedestrian facilities.
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Studying the Transportation
System

The annual Unified Planning Work Pro-
gram {UPWP) is another imporrant tool
that the

MPO atilizes to understand and

improve mohility in rf’se region. The
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s Transportation Improvement Study for
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M:

jor Roadways in Downtown Salem

* South Shore Subregional Area Study
* Route 2/Alewife Brook Parkway Traffic
Suudy

In addition, the MPO seeks input
through its public workshops, its munici-
pal seminars, and outreach ro the Metro-
politan Area Planning Council’s subre-
gional groups. Examples of mobility stud-
ies resulting from these ourreach mecha-

nisms are:

e Belmont/Lexington/Waltham Study

» Regionwide Suburban Mohility Study,
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e 1405 Circumferential Transit Study
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SUBURBAN MOBILITY

Providing New Options for
Transportation
The Boston Region MPO's Suburbun

Mobility Program provides funding that

is used for bus and v
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Eligible applicants include local and
regional public entitics, recognized Trans-
portation Management Associations serv-

ing the region, and other approved non-
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profit entities capable of implementing

such projects.
This program has provided funds for:

e Cape Ann Transportation Authoriry,
for
and Ipswich

a summer shutrle service in E

SSEX

& 128 Business Council, to operate a

shuttle sery
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Regional Transportarion Center and

husine and multi-unic housing in

Woburn, Burlington, and Lexington

® Town of Framing
LIFT 9 service

am, to operate the

o Worcester Regional Transit Authority,

to operate a rider-regues

oriented service o locations in Marl-
horough and Southborough
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priovivy on the preservation and modernizarion of the existing

The MPO places o

rransportation system. because 1o do so is:

SOUND MANAGEMENT

Past investment in transportotion facilities in the Boston region resulted in a system

that people and businesses rely on every day. [t must be kept in a stare of good repair.
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COST-EFFECTIVE

SMART GROWTH

pment where existing transportation facilities can provide access

Congentrating devel

e sustainable development pattern.

Promotes a my

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

o MPOYs Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a five-vear
el 7

The Boston Re

intermodal program of fec

ally funded transportation improvements. The TP imple-
“the region’s current Transportation Plan—and will implement

ments the priorities
those of the JOURNEY 10
that reflect the policies of the MPO.

2030 Transportarion Plan—by giving priority to projects

nance, and ransit capital improvement projects.

THE BostoN REGION MPO ER;DGE PrOGRAM

MassHighway inventories bridge structural data for 1,431 MassHighway and
municipally owned bridges in the Boston region. Using a bridge manage-

ment system to prioritize repairs to bridges, MassHighway works with the
MPO to fund projects that meet the region’s most urgent bridge needs.

Condition of Bridges in the Boston Region

Structurally Deficient
12%

The current TIP includes nearly $200 million in bridge repair investments to
be implemented over three years.
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WHAT Do You THINK?

What investment choices should the MPO make in order to improve the transportation system!

Keep UpP-TO-DATE

] YES! 1 would like to receive additional information about events, documents, or meetings related to

the Transportation Plan. (Please provide contact information below. ]

1 YES! I am interested in inviting the MPO to learn about my organization’s transportation needs and

views. (Please provide contact information beloaw. )

Name

Address

City

State Zip code

(Please provide your e-mail address if you would prefer to receive information electronically.)

E-mail address

i
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