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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts 01720
Telephone (978) 264-9636
Fax (978) 264-9630
planning@acton-ma.gov

Planning Department

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION
To: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager Date:  January 31, 2006
From: Roland Bartl, AICP, Town Planner / . / g

Subject: Special Use Permit Application #12/29/05-406, 140 Main Street

Mill Comer, LLC proposes to convert into 6 residential units the 1870’s church that until recently
was home to Action Music. The site is in the South Acton Village (SAV) district. The Zoning Bylaw
requires a special permit for this under Section 3, Table of Principal Uses, footnote (2). Generally,
the number of dwelling units in one building is limited to 4 in the SAV district, but “the Board of
Selectmen may by special permit allow more than four dwelling units per multifamily dwelling”. This
phrase was added very recently; see 2004 Annual Town Meeting, Article 39.

Some may lament the loss of yet another business space to residential use. Before joining that
chorus, it seems important to remember that SAV is not a prime business location. For businesses
to succeed there, the village needs a great deal more residential use within its proper. This

conversion is one more step in this direction that gives the remaining businesses a stronger
customer base.

The applicant proposes to upgrade and restore the building, keep its original appearance largely
intact — and perhaps improve on it, better define the parking lot and driveway entrance, and
improve landscaping. All in all, a good looking project.

| have no further comment.

cc.  Gamy Rhodes
“Planning Board
 ranning board

I\planning'site pland08, 140 main st.doc



December 21, 2005

Use Description and Project Narrative

MILL CORNER
140 Main Street
Acton, MA

140 Main Street is an 8,000 square foot, three and one half story stick style building. Built in
1877-8 as a Church, the building currently houses a music store and music school. It sitson a
triangular, sloping site and is bordered by Main and Central Streets in the South Acton Village.

The applicant is seeking approval from the Board of Selectmen of a special permit for six
dwelling units, as is allowed by zoning. While the site may be suitable for a higher density of
residential use, the applicant has elected to restore the structure. Significant architectural
features will be maintained or recreated, original window locations will be re-established, and
new dormers and entrances will be designed appropriately.

The site will accommodate twelve off street parking spaces (2 per dwelling unit) and the
proposed design actually increases green space and reduces impervious surfaces by

approximately 1000 square feet. The residential use is not expected to generate, store, or
dispose of Hazardous Materials, or Wastes.

The project will include connection to the Town’s sewer system along Main Street, and trash
will be contained within a screened dumpster located in the parking area. Site dramnage design

will remain unchanged since run-off will actually be reduced by virtue of less impervious
coverage.

The project proposes the removal of an existing boiler shed located on the north side of the
building, which currently represents a footprint of 176 square feet. The addition of two small
porches (residential entries) on the same side of the building will comprise 164 square,
resulting in a minor reduction of the building’s overall footprint. In a comparison of the net
floor area per Acton Zoning. ‘ihe existing FAR of the buz}dmg does not change asa resuk 0§ ﬁae
vroject. Proposed u@"“’rém* { will not effect the existing buildi
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