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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts 01720
Telephone (978) 264-9636
Fax (978) 264-9630
planning@acton-ma.gov

Planning Department

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

To: Don P. Johnson, Town Manager Date:  Apnil 20, 2006
From: Roland Bartl, AICP, Town Planner ;é /(
Subject: Davis Place Comprehensive Permit — 159 Prospect Street

The Pianning Department has reviewed the preliminary plan for the Davis Place Comprehensive
Permit project at 159 Prospect Street for 8 residential units. The site is located within a %2 mile of
Kelley's Corner, close to the school complex, is zoned Residence 2 (R-2), and is in the
Groundwater Protection District Zone 4. The project density and location are consistent with the
Acton Master Plan and Acton’s draft comprehensive permit policy that seek to increase residential
densities within and near Acton's villages and the Kelley’s Comer commercial district. The project
design and scale do not detract from the neighborhood character and incorporate some of the
design elements discussed in the draft comprehensive permit policy. However, if a formal
application is submitted for this project, staff will need to evaluate more closely the following
issues to determine whether the project is entirely consistent with the Acton Master Plan and draft
comprehensive permit policy:

1.  The drainage basin location is inappropriate. The Mass. Ave. / Prospect St. intersection
is fairly busy and is one of the gateways into Kelley's Corner. The draft comprehensive
permit policy states: "buildings should be oriented toward the street or around a
courtyard, or they should respond to a prominent site feature, such as a comer location®
(emphasis added);

The ability for vehicles to exit Units 5 or 6 if vehicles are parked in the driveways;
Walkway connections to Mass Ave. and Prospect Street;

The income levels that the project serves;

The location of the affordable units and the number of bedrooms in each;
Architectural details;

The preservation of existing trees and vegetation;

Low maintenance and low water iandscaping.
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To: Doug Halley,
Town Engineer; Dean Chart

Resources Director; Robert Craig, Fire Chief
From: Garry A. Rhodes, Building Commissioner
Subject: Davis Place, 159 Prospect Street
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D' AGOSTINE, LEVINE, ParrA & NeTBURN, P.C. 568 Main Street | P.0. Box 2223 | Acton, MA 01720

Attorneys at Law tel 978.263.777;
fax 978.264.4868
Louis N. Levine
F. Alex Parra
Cathy $. Netburn
Lisa Bergemann April 10, 20006
Maryann Cash Cassidy ) Of Counsel
Julian J. D'Agostine
BY HAND DELIVERY

Garry A. Rhodes
Building Commissioner
Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

RE:  Davis Place, 159 Prospect Street s s

Dear Gary:

Per our conversation, attached please find preliminary site plan, clevations, and floor plan for the
above Local Initiative Program (LIP) 40B Project.

The LIP application for this project has been approved by Acton Community Housing
Corporation and 1s scheduled to be considered by the Board of Selectmen at their April 24™ meeting.

It is my understanding that Tom Tidman has been to the site and Sue Sullivan, the project’s
engineer, has discussed drainage issues with Bruce Stamski. The major waivers and/or variances, 1f not
all, that will be requested will be for density, set back, and construction within 75 feet of the wetlands. I

believe the attached plan delineates the exact nature of each of these walvers/variances.

Nancy Tavemier has suggested that we submit these preliminary plans to you 50 that staff can
review and advise the Board of Selectmen if they have any comments prior to the April 24" meeting.

If you need any further information or have any questions please advise.

Thanking you for your anticipated courtesies and consideration.

Very truly vours,
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