THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2007

Board not convinced
bylaw needs change

By Patricia Bertaccio

Staft Writer

, ACTON — While residents
want cell tower bylaws to pro-
hibit the construction of facil-
mes near homes and schools,

Phanming Board members aren't
convinced a change is war-
ranted. .

.~ Atthe board’s Feb. 13 meet-
ing, residents from the New-
town Road Arlington Street
area said their petition to
change the town's bylaws grew
from concerns about students’
safety and aesthetics.

Sidney Johnsien, of

Guaboag Road, was the neigh-

borhood's spokesperson that

evening and said the effort was
mat to eliminate wireless facil-
mes bt to limit them.

* “It's-a clear and presert dan-
ger for kids to get themselves
zapped,” Johnston said, refer-
ring to restricting cell towers
enschool property. “We're pro-
tecting kids from danger so an
unattractive nuisance goes

Johnston was joined by Will
Tuffin and Jim Monahan, both
of Arington Street. Part of their
petition, which was sighed by
15 residents, proposed form-
ing a committee to address cell
facilities.

- Federal regulations allow
panies to trump fown bylaws
if a gap in coverage is found.
The Federal Communications
Act of 1996 also prohibits
health concerns as a reason for
prevent cell towers from being
buiit

" Christopher Schafiner, the
Planning Board's vice-chair-
man, worried when the bylaw
changes went to Town Meet-
ing, that people would cite
health concerns, which would
irtvaiidate the town's call for
changes in the law.

“1 like the idea of a town
cbmmittee for the issue,”
Séhaffner said. “Ii's an issue
that's not studied but I think
there's roora for improvement
jin the bylaw amendments].”

Johnsm ardded that the fed-
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" eral Enwvironmental Protection

Agency and the Federal Com-
munications Comumission said
cell tower radiation was dan-
gerous if exposure to the facil,
ity was fewer than 100 feet avway.
He said, for this reason, John-
ston and the neighborhood res-
idexns did not believe health con-
cerns were an issue as cell tow-

€78 in town are required tobe at

least 350 feet from abutters,
Will Tuffin said he spoke
‘with town planners from eight
surrounding towns including
Concord and Carlisle. The pro-

_ posed regalation changes were

based on laws inlocal
municipalities, according to
Tuffin. The proposed amend-

Jess facilities must be set back
at least 1,000 feet from school,
residential and town Jand.
Greg Niemyski, the board’s
chairman, and other members
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‘Nashoba Valley Medical Center
is committed to providing the
women of our community with
the highest quality care available.
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