Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc.
P.0O. Box 666, 97 Great Rd. #6 = Acton, MA » 01720
Phone: (978) 263-3666 « Fax: (978) 635-0218
Email: actonsurvevi@diverizon.net

March 6, 2007

Board of Selectmen
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Re: Bravo — 288 Main Street
Site Plan Special Permit 7/11/06-409
6270

Dear Board Members:

The purpose of this letter is to reiterate and expand on the data presented in our letter of
December 29, 2006 concerning Town Staff’s recommendation that the sidewalk along the
frontage of Mr. Bravo’s house be reconstructed so that it consists of Portland cement
concrete and vertical granite curbing.

For a Special Permit, Zoning Bylaw 10.3.6.9 requires the installation of sidewalks along
the entire frontage of a lot to accommodate the safe movement of pedestrians and
bicyclists and requires sidewalks to be designed and constructed according to the
standards established by the Town’s Subdivision Rules and Regulations.

A sidewalk constructed by
the Town exists along the
full frontage and the section
in front of Mr. Bravo’s
house provides for the safe
passage of pedestrians and
is constructed of the
materials specified by the
Subdivision Rules and
Regulations. This sidewalk
conforms to the cross-
section allowed by the
Planning Board adjacent to
subdivision roads and
Town streets at other
locations.




Page 2 of 3

Further to the East of Mr. Bravo’s property, the sidewalk has been “dipped” to allow

stormwater runoff to pass across it and down a bank to wetlands. Th
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To the West and near the Route 111 intersection, signs, utility poles and guide cables
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The Planning Department indicated that the Massachusetts Highway Department
recommends that vertical curbing be installed where sidewalk pavement is not offset
from the edge of traveled way by a grass strip. We know of no written recommendation
to this affect.

1t should be noted that the bituminous berm in front of Mr. Bravo’s residence is not 45
degree Cape Cod Berm and has a face closer to vertical.

The Town recently constructed
bituminous concrete sidewalks
with sloped granite curbing
along Concord Road. Concord
Road is a heavily traveled road
with a narrower width of
pavement than section of Main
Street in front of Mr. Bravo’s
house and based on visual
observations, traffic speeds are
higher on Concord Road.

We would be remiss if we did not recommend that the crosswalks that cross Concord
Road at angles greater than 90 degrees [in the direction of pedestrian traffic] be changed
so that pedestrians must turn at a right angle to traffic prior to crossing the road. This
would make pedestrians and especially children on bicycles aware of on coming cars and
in turn make drivers aware that persons are about to enter a crosswalk

In summary, the Town’s Rules and Regulations do not require the replacement of the
sidewalk in front of Mr. Bravo’s residence. Ifthe Board should mandate that the
sidewalk and curbing are to be replaced or a sum of money equivalent to their
replacement cost be donated to the Town, Mr. Bravo may chose to reconstruct the
sidewalk in front of his house.

Very truly yours,
Mark T. Donohoe, PE
< < -
For:

Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc.

cc: Edward Bravo.
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