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March 6, 2007

BoardofSelectmen
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Re: Bravo — 288 Main Street
SitePlanSpecialPermit 7/11/06-409
6270

DearBoardMembers:

Thepurposeofthis letteris to reiterateandexpandon thedatapresentedin our letterof
December29, 2006concerningTown Staff’s recommendationthat thesidewalkalongthe
frontageofMr. Bravo’shousebe reconstructedsothat it consistsofPortlandcement
concreteandverticalgranitecurbing.

For aSpecialPermit,ZoningBylaw 10.3.6.9requiresthe installationofsidewalksalong
theentirefrontageof a lot to accommodatethesafemovementofpedestriansand
bicyclistsandrequiressidewalksto be designedandconstructedaccordingto the
standardsestablishedby theTown’s SubdivisionRulesandRegulations.

A sidewalkconstructedby
theTown existsalongthe
flail frontageandthesection
in front of Mr. Bravo’s
houseprovidesfor thesafe
passageofpedestriansand
is constructedofthe
materialsspecifiedby the
SubdivisionRulesand
Regulations. This sidewalk
conformsto thecross-
sectionallowedby the
PlanningBoard adjacentto
subdivisionroadsand
Townstreetsat other
locations.
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Furtherto theEastofMr. Bravo’sproperty,thesidewalkhasbeen“dipped” to allow
stormwaterrunoffto passacrossit anddowna bankto wetlands. This areais shown
below.
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To theWestandneartheRouteiii intersection,signs,utility polesandguidecables
inhibit themovementofpedestriansalongthesidewalk. This areais shownbelow.
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ThePlanningDepartmentindicatedthat theMassachusettsHighwayDepartment
recommendsthatverticalcurbingbe installedwheresidewalkpavementis not offset
from theedgeoftraveledwayby agrassstrip. We knowofno writtenrecommendation
to this affect.

It shouldbe notedthatthebituminousbermin front ofMr. Bravo’s residenceis not 45
degreeCapeCod Bermandhasa facecloserto vertical.

TheTownrecentlyconstructed
bituminousconcretesidewalks
with slopedgranitecurbing
alongConcordRoad.Concord
Roadis aheavilytraveledroad
with anarrowerwidth of
pavementthansectionofMain
Streetin front ofMr. Bravo’s
houseandbasedon visual
observations,traffic speedsare
higheron ConcordRoad.

We would be remissif we did not recommendthat thecrosswalksthat crossConcord
Roadat anglesgreaterthan90 degrees[in thedirectionofpedestriantraffic] bechanged
so that pedestriansmustturn at a right angleto traffic prior to crossingtheroad.This
would makepedestriansand especiallychildrenon bicyclesawareofon comingcarsand
in turn makedriversawarethat personsareaboutto enteracrosswalk

In summary,theTown’s RulesandRegulationsdo not requirethereplacementofthe
sidewalkin front ofMr. Bravo’sresidence.If theBoardshouldmandatethat the
sidewalkandcurbingarcto be replacedor asumof moneyequivalentto their
replacementcostbedonatedto theTown, Mr. Bravo maychoseto reconstructthe
sidewalkin front ofhis house.
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Verytruly yours,
Mark T. Donohoe,PE

For:
Acton Survey& Engineering,Inc.

cc: EdwardBravo.


