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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts, 01720
Telephone {978) 264-9612
Fax (978) 264-9630

Don P. Johnson
Town Manager

March 8, 2007

Mr. Derrick Golden

Remedial Project Manager

USEPA Region 1

One Congress Street — Mail Code HBO
Boston, MA 02203-001

Re: Review Comments on Grace Landfill Area Groundwater Pre-Design Work Plan

Officials of the Town of Acton (the “Town™) have reviewed the February 1, 2007 Draft
Northeast Area Groundwater Pre-Design Work Plan (the “NEGWP”) for the W. R. Grace
Superfund Site, Acton, Massachusetts (“the Site”). On behalf of the Town’s Board of
Selectmen, we have prepared the following comments:

1. General Comment

Generally the Town supports the approach described in the LFGWP. The Town is
particularly supportive of Grace’s effort to use the Pre-Design Work Plan as a means to
accelerate the project towards final remedial implementation. The comments below are questions
seeking clarification on several points of the plan.

2. Section 2.2 Extraction Well Installation

The Town recommends that Grace incorporate a technical meeting with regulators and
stakeholders after the data from the new bedrock monitoring wells is available. The purpose of
the meeting would be for Grace to present its proposal for the extraction wells installation details
and the rationale for its proposal. This would be an opportunity for Grace to obtain concurrence
from the parties on this important aspect of the project without slowing the process by
incorporating a more formal plan submittal and approval process.

3. Section 4 Metals Removal System Treatability Testing

Please present additional details regarding the polymer proposed for use in the treatment
stream. Is this a material typically used in treatment works and known to be environmentally
benign?



DRAFT

ction 4 M Removal Tr ility Testin

Are water samples protected from exposure to the ambient air during handling and testing?
If not, how is this exposure to oxygen factored into the test results?

5. Section 4.2 Pilot Test

Please describe in greater detail the analysis to be conducted in the determination of whether
conducting a pilot test would be beneficial.

6. Section 4.3 Treatability Test Reporting

Please explain the rationale behind not conducting data validation on data prepared during
this work. Would a more imited data validation process, such as is now incorporated in the
MCP, be workable?

7. General Standards of Practice

The Town recommends that the relevant standards of practice under the Massachusetts
Contingency Plan (the “MCP”) and its guidance be followed in the planning and implementation
of the pilot study.

Yours truly,

Don P. johnson
Town Manager
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Dave Buckley, MADEP
Stephen Anderson, Town Counsel, Anderson & Kreiger
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Jane Ceraso, Acton Water District



