FY10 Transportation Reauthorization High Priority Projects Submission Form
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT)
I.  General Information

Organization Name and Address:

Local Contact Information (Please include contact name, title, mailing address, phone, fax and e-mail.):

Roland Bartl, AICP

Planning Director

Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

Phone: 978-264-9636

Fax: 978-264-9630

rbartl@acton-ma.gov
Washington Contact Information (If your organization contracts with an individual who represents you in Washington, DC, please include contact name, title, organization, mailing address, phone, fax and e-mail.  Otherwise, please list “N/A”.):

N/A

Municipality and County (List the municipality and county of the recipient for the project.  Please note that this may be different than the city listed in the organization’s mailing address.):

Town of Acton (as lead community for the project) with the Towns of Westford, Carlisle, Concord and Sudbury in Middlesex County
II.   Project Description

Project Summary (Please provide a one sentence summary of the project.  For example, “The requested funding will be used for …”):  
The requested funding will be used to advance the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT) through property acquisition, design and construction.  
Project Description (Please provide a brief description of the project.  Please limit to 250 words or less but clearly articulate how funds will be used to achieve project goals.):  
The BFRT is a proposed multi-use trail through the communities of Lowell, Chelmsford, Westford, Carlisle, Acton, Concord, Sudbury, and Framingham in Massachusetts -- following the 25-mile route of the old New Haven Railroad Framingham and Lowell line.  The right-of-way from Westford south to just north of Route 20 in Sudbury is owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is under the care and control of the Executive Office of Transportation and Construction (EOTC).  CSX Corporation owns the right-of-way from just north of Route 20 in Sudbury through Framingham.  CSX filed for abandonment in June 2001 with the federal Surface Transportation Board (STB).  Through the STB process, CSX and Sudbury have entered into formal negotiations for Town purchase of this parcel.  
Construction of Phase 1 of the BFRT will be complete in August of 2009.  The HPP funding being requested will be used to complete the final design and construction of Phases 2A and 2C of the BFRT (approximately 8 miles of the BFRT through Westford, Carlisle, Acton and Concord) and the acquisition of approximately 1.2 miles of CSX right-of-way for Phase 3 of the project in Sudbury.  

The BFRT will be open to non-motorized uses such as cycling, jogging, walking, skiing, rollerblading and equestrian use.  The BFRT will provide important links both locally and regionally.  It has been identified in the Statewide Massachusetts Bicycle Transportation Plan and the MAPC Regional Bicycle Plan.  
Local Benefit (Please provide a short description of the project’s benefit to Massachusetts.  Please limit to 100 words or less.):  
When completed in its entirety, the BFRT will connect Lowell to Framingham.  The trail will provide an alternative to motorized transportation by providing an exclusively non-motorized link between the communities of Lowell and Framingham.  Spurs will be provided to local shopping areas, businesses, restaurants, work places, schools, parks, recreation facilities and historic attractions along the trail.  Parking areas will be provided for trail users.  There are 3 MBTA commuter rail stations along this trail that are part of 3 different commuter rail lines (Lowell, Fitchburg, and Worcester).  
Jobs Created (As best as can be determined, please estimate the number of jobs that the requested funding would create.):  
The funding would create approximately 75 to 100 construction jobs.
Other  (Please provide any additional information about the project that you believe is important to include.):  
The BFRT has been divided into several phases since it spans eight communities.  Phase 1 (6.8 miles in Lowell, Chelmsford, and Westford) is currently under construction and is expected to be complete in August 2009.  Phase 2 of the BFRT has been broken into Phase 2A (4.8 miles through Westford, Carlisle and Acton), Phase 2B (0.67 miles through Concord which is part of the Concord Rotary Design and not part of this application), Phase 2C (3.0 miles through Concord from Commonwealth Avenue to the Sudbury Town Line) and Phase 2D (5.0 miles through Sudbury).  The Preliminary (25%) Design has been approved for Phase 2A of the BFRT.  The Preliminary (25%) Design has been submitted for Phase 2C of the BFRT and the public hearing is being scheduled.  A Feasibility Study has been completed for Phase 2D.  Phase 3 is a 4.6 mile extension through Sudbury and Framingham with approximately 1.2 miles in Sudbury and 3.4 miles in Framingham.  A Feasibility Study has been completed for this segment of the trail.  Both Sudbury and Framingham are working to acquire the right-of-way for the construction of Phase 3 of the BFRT.  The Town of Framingham is submitting a separate HPP form through Congressman Markey for the right of way acquisition costs, design and construction of the BFRT through their community.  
To date, approximately $4,700,000.00 in federal funds have been contributed to the design and construction of Phase 1.  The communities of Westford, Carlisle and Acton have contributed $282,500.00 towards preliminary design.  The community of Concord has contributed $240,000.00 towards preliminary design.  The Town of Sudbury has contributed $170,000.00 for planning studies.  
The Town of Sudbury recently received $3,200,000.00 from the Department of the Interior Appropriations Bill for the construction of the Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) Visitor’s Center in Sudbury.  Construction of the Center will be complete in July of this year.  They expect between 50,000 and 100,000 visitors to the Center each year.  The BFRT as proposed will go through the center of Sudbury.  The Town of Sudbury installed a path along Hudson Road from the center of Sudbury to the NWR.  Trail users could utilize this existing path to access the NWR and Puffer Pond for fishing and wildlife observation.  The NWR has an additional $2,000,000.00 in federal funds which they are utilizing for entrance way improvements, paths within the refuge and parking.  In addition, the Department of the Interior has indicated that certain paths within the NWR will be open for bicycle use.  This will provide a connection with the proposed Assabet River Rail Trail that has access to the NWR at the Maynard/Stow town line.  
III.  Community Support

The Transportation Committee requires at least one letter of support for the project from the state Department of Transportation or affected local government or governmental agency.  

Please attach the letter. 
VI.  Specific Transportation Questions

What type of eligible project under Title 23 (Highways) or Chapter 53 of Title 49 (Public Transit) of the U.S. Code is the project request?  Please the appropriate descriptions. 
· Bicycle/Pedestrian project

· Located on a Federal-aid highway?  
· Yes/No – 
No, it is located on an abandoned railbed.
Did the Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, or State Department of Transportation, 
 or public transit agency confirm that the project is eligible under Title 23 (Highways) or Chapter 53 of Title 49 (Public Transit) of the United States Code?

· Yes / NO
Yes, the project is eligible under Title 23 based on Section VII.D.6 of The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users. 

· If yes, which entity confirmed the project eligibility?
· Federal Highway Administration
April Marchese, Director

Office of Natural and Human Environment
Phone:  202-366-6724

· According to the entity, is the project eligible under Title 23, Title 49, or both Titles 23 and title 49?
· Title 23 (Highways)

Please identify the state, regional, or local governmental entity that is an eligible recipient of the funds.

· Highways
Massachusetts Highway Department
Please identify the specific segment or activity for which project funding is requested.  The request must finance at least 80 percent of the total estimated cost of the specific segment or activity by either (1) the amount requested by the Member; or (2) the amount requested by the Member and other specifically designated Federal, state, local, or private funding sources.
· Project description (include the specific terminus points of the project or activity, as appropriate; include drop-down menu of activity choices; may select more than 1 activity;  activities include: construct, plan, design, engineer, conduct environmental review, acquire right-of-way, conduct alternatives analysis, research, develop, demonstrate, deploy, reconstruct, rehabilitate, replace, retrofit, install, mitigate, implement, realign)

The project includes the final design and construction of Phase 2A of the BFRT through the Towns of Acton, Carlisle and Westford.  Phase 2A begins in Westford at the Phase 1 terminus just north of Route 225.  Phase 2A follows former Penn Central/Old Colony Railroad Right-of-Way and has a length of approximately 0.13 miles in Westford before crossing into Carlisle where it has a length of approximately 0.16 miles.  The trail then enters Acton and crosses Route 27 and the driveway to the Nashoba Sportsman’s Club before reaching the North Acton Recreational Area (NARA).  A connection to the NARA parking lot is proposed.  Heading southerly from NARA, the trail crosses Main Street (Route 27), Great Road (Route 2A/119), Brook Street, Concord Road and Wetherbee Street before terminating behind the Acton Indoor Sports property.  There are six existing railroad trestle crossings that will be reused with modifications and one new grade separated crossing over Route 2A/119.  The total length of the trail in Acton is approximately 4.58 miles. The total length of Phase 2A is approximately 4.88 miles.  
The project also includes the final design and construction of Phase 2C of the BFRT which incorporates approximately 3.0 miles through Concord from Commonwealth Avenue to the Sudbury Town Line.  The trail in Concord crosses Commonwealth Avenue, Main Street, Old Marlboro Road, Williams Road, and Powder Mill Road.  There is one existing railroad trestle crossing that will be reused with modifications, a new bridge over the Assabet River and a new tunnel under Powder Mill Road on Phase 2C of the BFRT.
The project also includes right-of-way acquisition for the Sudbury portion of Phase 3 which includes 1.2 miles from just north of Route 20 to the Framingham town line.  The railroad corridor is owned by the CSX Corporation and is 66 feet wide, 6,733.5 feet long, and contains 9.76 acres.  A negotiated value of $700,000.00 has been discussed, however no Purchase and Sale Agreement has been signed to date.  Sudbury’s 2001 Master Plan, titled “Sustainable Sudbury”, specifically has acquisition of the CSX corridor as a goal for water supply protection, open space, and passive recreational use.  The corridor is in close proximity and groundwater flow direction to five of the Town’s drinking water supply wells.  Acquisition of the CSX rail corridor will eliminate a major source of potential groundwater pollution in Zones I, II, and III of these five wells clustered south of Rt. 20.  The Town’s 2009 Open Space and Recreation Plan lists the parcel as a high priority for acquisition for open space and recreation.  The land adjacent to the corridor passes through mostly wetland, floodplain, and riverfront areas.  The rail bed is located on raised fill through these wetland resources.  Lack of maintenance has the potential to create erosion and sedimentation into these wetland resources in Zones I, II, and III of the five nearby wells.  Potential culvert blockages could impact water quality and quantity.

The Town of Framingham is submitting a separate HPP form through Congressman Markey for right of way acquisition, design and construction funds for the remaining 3.4 miles of Phase 3.
· Total estimated cost (please write out in numeral form (e.g., $2,000,000, not $2 million))

$17,500,000.00 
· Request amount (please write out in numeral form (e.g., $1,600,000, not $1.6 million))

$17,500,000.00 
· Percentage of total estimated cost – 100%
(If the percentage is less than 80 percent, the Member must identify other specifically designated Federal, state, local, or private funding sources that, combined with the Member request, equal at least 80 percent.)

· Source 



Amount of Funding

If you are requesting funding for a specific segment or activity, please describe the overall project of which this segment/activity is a part.
· Project description (please limit your response to 3-4 sentences; up to 500 characters)

The BFRT is a proposed multi-use trail through the communities of Lowell, Chelmsford, Westford, Carlisle, Acton, Concord, Sudbury, and Framingham in Massachusetts -- following the 25-mile route of the old New Haven Railroad Framingham & Lowell line.  Phase 1 through Lowell, Chelmsford and a portion of Westford is currently under construction and expected to be completed in August 2009.  
· Total estimated cost 

The total estimated cost for the property acquisition, design and construction of the 25 mile BFRT will be approximately $41,000,000.00.
Is the project included in the State’s Long-Range Transportation Plan?

· The State does not have a Long Range Transportation Plan, however, it has been identified in the Statewide Massachusetts Bicycle Transportation Plan and the MAPC Regional Bicycle Plan.  
· Please provide the date of approval of the most recent version of the plan and the title of the plan.
· Date of approval – September 2008
· Title of the plan – Massachusetts Bicycle Transportation Plan
Is the project included in the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and/or State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)?
· Yes, the BFRT (Phases 2A, 2C and 2D) through the communities of Acton, Carlisle, Westford, Concord and Sudbury was included on the TIP and the STIP.
· Please provide the date of approval of the most recent version of the program(s), and the title of the program(s).
· Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

· Date of approval – August 17, 2006
· Title of the Program – Transportation Improvement Program and Air Quality Conformity Determination Fiscal Years 2007 – 2010
· State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)

· Date of approval – October 2007
· Title of the Program – Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Transportation Improvement Plan FFY 2008 - 2011
Please describe the current status of the project and the expected schedule for its completion.

· Current status

· Federal-aid Highway (Please circle one)
· In Planning – Phases 2D and 3
· In Environmental Review

· In Final Design – Phases 2A and 2C; Phase 2B (by others)
· In Right-of-Way Acquisition – Phases 2A, 2C, 2D and 3
· Under Construction – Phase 1 (by others)
· What is the expected date of completion of the project for which you are requesting funding? (Drop-down menu of choices fiscal year 2010 through 2020) 2015
Does the project have regional or national significance? (A project of regional and national significance is typically a high-cost transportation infrastructure facility that often includes multiple levels of government, agencies, modes of transportation, and transportation goals and planning processes that are not easily addressed or funded within existing surface transportation program categories.  These projects have national and/or regional benefits, including improving economic productivity by facilitating international trade, relieving congestion, and improving transportation safety by facilitating passenger and freight movement.)
· Yes

· Please describe the regional or national significance of the project.  Please limit your response to 3-4 sentences (up to 500 characters).
When complete, the project will span eight communities including Lowell, Chelmsford, Westford, Carlisle, Acton, Concord, Sudbury and Framingham.  The project spans two planning agencies – Northern Middlesex Council of Governments and Metropolitan Area Planning Council and two MassHighway Districts – District 3 and District 4.
Describe the safety, economic development, mobility, and environmental benefits associated with completion of the project. 
· Safety Benefits

· Please describe the safety benefits.  Please limit your response to 2-3 sentences (500 characters).
The project will provide an alternative, off road transportation corridor along the abandoned rail bed decreasing the possibility of vehicle/pedestrian conflicts with automobiles and trucks.  With fewer vehicle trips, there will be healthier air, reduced energy consumption and less traffic congestion.  Recent studies have shown that making communities more bike/pedestrian friendly can make a significant contribution to decreasing overall greenhouse gas emissions.  The transportation sector is a major source of U.S. carbon emissions.  Motorized transportation is responsible for one-third of U.S. CO2 emissions, and is the fastest growing major source in the U.S. economy.  Further, private automobiles are responsible for 62 percent of transportation-related CO2 emissions (EPA 2006).
· Economic Development Benefits

· Please describe the economic development benefits.  Please limit your response to 2-3 sentences (500 characters).

Multi-use trails, according to the National Association of Homebuilders Study, are the number one amenity potential homeowners cite when they are looking at moving into a new community.  The BFRT will provide the eight communities with a valuable amenity which will translate into increased housing values and increased tax revenue.  It will also contribute significantly to the local businesses in the area and attract visitors from both near and far who will facilitate job growth in tourism-related opportunities such as restaurants, local stores and lodging.  The BFRT will provide spurs to East Acton Village District, plazas along Great Road, Ice House Pond, Morrison Farm, Wetherbee Conservation Land, Veterans Memorial Field and North Acton Recreation Area (NARA), West Concord Village, the MBTA Commuter Rail Station, schools and natural resource areas.  
· Mobility Benefits

· Please describe the mobility benefits.  Please limit your response to 2-3 sentences (500 characters).
With short trips under three miles representing nearly half of all trips, walking and biking are poised to bring healthy, clean transportation to communities around the country.  When offered a real choice through the provision of walking and biking infrastructure, people will choose to walk and bike to avoid being stuck in traffic.  The BFRT would enhance mobility options through eight communities by linking three different MBTA Commuter Rail Lines and will promote cycling and walking as viable modes of transport for errands and other trips with zero emissions.

· Environmental Benefits

· Please describe the environmental benefits.  Please limit your response to 2-3 sentences (500 characters).
When complete, the BFRT will serve to preserve 25 miles of open space in addition to preserving the natural landscape there today.  The BFRT will provide needed links between fragmented habitats and protect the plant and animal species present today.  The BFRT will improve air quality by protecting the plants that naturally create oxygen and filter out air pollutants such as ozone, sulfur dioxide, carbon dioxide and airborne particles of heavy metals.  The trail will also provide watershed benefits by serving as a natural buffer zone to absorb and filter rain water runoff before it enters the surrounding waters and prevent erosion and sedimentation from entering the surrounding resource areas.  The BFRT will also improve air quality and reduce emissions as people choose to bike rather than drive to their destinations.

2. Has the project previously received any Federal funding?
· No.  Phases 2A, 2C, 2D and 3 have not received any federal funding to date.  Phase 1 received approximately $4,700,000.00 in federal funds for the design and construction through the TIP process.
· surface transportation authorization act(s)

· Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) (P.L.109-59)

· Section


Project Number 

· Amount of Funding
Amount Obligated 

· Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21) (P.L. 105-178)

· Section


Project Number 

· Amount of Funding
Amount Obligated 

· National Highway System Designation Act of 1995 (NHS Act) (P.L. 104-59)

· Section


Project Number 

· Amount of Funding
Amount Obligated 

· Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) (P.L. 102-240)

· Section


Project Number 

· Amount of Funding
Amount Obligated 

· appropriations act(s)

· Public Law Name

· Public Law Number

· Section 


Project Number 

· Amount of Funding

Amount Obligated 

· other legislation

· Public Law Name

· Public Law Number

· Section




Project Number

· Amount of Funding


Amount Obligated

· No

Has the project received any prior funding from a State, local, or private source?

· Yes
· Source:  Towns of Westford, Carlisle, Acton, Concord and Sudbury
· Amount of Funding:  $692,500.00 
· Amount Obligated:  $692,500.00
Please provide the proposed legislative text (in no more than 250 characters) of the project as you would like it to appear in the bill.  (Please note that project line items carry the force of law, and can only be amended through subsequent public laws.  If Congressional intent (as established through answers listed on this form, or in letters to the Committee) is different from the legislative text, the entity administering the project is required to adhere to the statutory language.)

Funding for property acquisitions, engineering design and construction to complete the 25-mile Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT) in the eight Massachusetts communities of Lowell, Chelmsford, Westford, Carlisle, Acton, Concord, Sudbury and Framingham which have a combined population of nearly 285,000 residents.  The BFRT follows the route of the old New Haven Railroad Framingham and Lowell line.  The trail connects to three different MBTA commuter rail lines including the Lowell line at 101 Thorndike Street in Lowell, the Fitchburg line at Commonwealth Avenue and Main Street in West Concord and the Framingham/Worcester line at Irving Street and Concord Street in Framingham.  It passes by employment centers, numerous parks, recreation facilities, businesses and schools.  Construction of the trail will reduce automobile travel therby resulting in emissions reduction.  The BFRT will be a paved path to serve cyclists, wheelchair riders, pedestrians, roller-bladers and other non-motorized transportation users.  
� All references to “State Departments of Transportation” include Washington, DC, and Territories.
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