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The purpose of the Nuisance Ordinance is 

to eliminate nuisances in the City of 

Worcester. Nuisances, such as dilapidated 

buildings, overgrowth, debris, trash, 

stagnant pools of water, properties having 

defective weather protection and vacant or 

abandoned buildings cause and contribute 

to blight within neighborhoods and 

commercial areas of the city, and adversely 

affect the property values for adjacent and 

surrounding properties. These nuisances on 

property also impair public health & safety. 

→ General: All property, whether occupied or 
vacant, must be maintained in good repair and 
in a safe and sanitary condition. 

→ Overgrowth: All property shall be 
maintained free of vegetation over twelve 
inches (12”) in height that is or may be 
infested with rodents, vermin or other animals, 
conceal pools of stagnant water or create a fire 
safety hazard. Properties must also be free 
from overgrown, decayed, dead or hazardous 
trees, shrubs or any other vegetation that 
poses a hazard to the health and safety of any 
person in the vicinity of the property. 

→ Structures: All structures, including any 
buildings, fences or storage sheds must be 
maintained in a structurally sound condition 
and in good repair, including proper weather 
protection and waterproofing, and shall be 
maintained in a condition so as not to cause or 
contribute to creation of a fire safety hazard. 
All property shall be maintained free of 
extensive peeling, flaking or chipped paint. 

→ Trash: All property shall be maintained in a 
clean and sanitary manner and free from the 
accumulation of litter, rubbish, trash or other 
debris, except in closed receptacles intended 
for such use. 

→ Pools of Stagnant Water: All property shall 
be maintained to prohibit the formation of 
stagnant pools of water, which may affect 
adversely the public health by attracting and 
harboring mosquitoes and other insects. 

If these property standards are violated, 
the Department of Inspectional Services 
will order the owner of the property to 
remove the nuisance within ten (10) days. 
 
If the owner fails to remove these 
nuisances within that time frame, each 
day on which the violation continues will 
be considered a separate offense, and 
any person in violation shall be subject to 
fines as follows: 
First Violation:   $50 
Second Violation: $100 
Third Violation:  $200 
Fourth (and all subsequent violations): 
   $300 
 
Failure to pay these fines in a timely 
manner can result in court action for the 
owner of the property. 
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