Acton 2020 Committee 10/21/2011 – Notes on Goal 5 discussion

(will NOT include discussion on affordable housing/housing for low to moderate income folks as this was discussed on 9-28-11)

Link together the transport items (teens, disabled, senior) & objective 3.2.

Link to Kelly's corner strategy from all ages section, with respect to kids. 

Lisa noting her experience of anti-Chinese sentiment in town, and how depressing that is. What can be done? 

Ages – link to playground. 

Link between item re: new older folks who don't speak English as a native language and supporting all ages. 

And many more links & glue between these sections and all other goals, esp. 3,4,5.

Make sure we include pre-school kids as an underserved population in the 'serve all ages' section. 

Town Social Worker: Poor Singles are often isolated. Rent and transport costs are so high, that they are typically spending most time on meeting economic necessities. “Agencies”? Not so much. There's are town social worker. Assistance for poor folks is NOT in Acton – folks gave to go to Lowell for one thing, Worcester for another, Framingham for others.  We are at the edges (or outside) of most catchment areas. More stuff in to town mailings. Maybe stuff on cable? Info going out via churches, and library.  More public awareness or funding on “Safety Net” a new growing and cohesive group of staff and volunteers and committee members and citizen groups to deal with unmet needs of town.  Third Thursday of each month.  More info on the town website. 

Link to the goal about consolidating and simplifying 

Inclusive community space?  Maybe free or cost reduced for those that need it. 

Add CoA to responsibility list. 

Reminder: folks don't want to see themselves as 'needy'. We all need connections. 

Dispatchers of vans and the drivers also serve as an informal communicator about individual needs. 

Fixed route public transit also helps ends isolation. 

How to counter-act prejudice? Education. No Place For Hate committee. Some of it caused by lack of interaction. Some of this is made stronger in economic hard times. Reminder: in Phase I, we found many folks who were proud of the diversity in town, and new residents of various backgrounds reporting that they felt welcome.

Encourage: cultural activities that connect people of different cultures.  

Educational values difference? Concerns about pressure-cooker education, and the perception that Asian families are reinforcing that or making it worse? School committee is wrestling with this now.   

Education in the schools. Facing History and Ourselves in the High School. 8Th grade has a good educational stuff on China and India. But how to address the specific differences (or perceptions of differences) in communities living in Acton now. 

Indian community does gather for festivals, but it's in paid space, and space for large crowds is expensive. Community Center fits in here.

We have lost our “ADA compliance transition plan”. We used to be required to do this for federal requirements. Find it or recreate it.  Municipal Properties? Spaces for public meetings. Time for open Meeting records request for ADA transition plan to move the issue along?

Biggest problem is in schools. Elementary schools. 

Making town kid leagues be inclusive. Little League uses town facilities, so town could require that leagues using fields have an inclusion policy. 

Model: open Door theater is explicitly exclusive. And not all theaters do that. So maybe we encourage the creation of a league that explicitly encourages wide participation.  There might be legal requirements.

Accessibility for playgrounds. 

