Acton 2020 Committee 10/21/2011 – Notes on Goal 3 discussion

Sidewalk committee history: reviewed the history and thinking behind the priority list.

Money comes from appropriations, and from developers. 

CPA funds probably can't be used for sidewalks. Some towns do, but so far the Town's CPC has not gone that way. 

An exception: sidewalks built as the same time as part of a larger project that is CPC eligible.   

Add action item to explore the possibility of doing more with CPC and sidewalks. 

Maybe we need to increase the sidewalk contributions from developers? 

TAC definitely is responsible for biking and biking issues. TAC  needs some bike fans on their committee to help move this forward. 

Connect the two rail trails with a good bikeable route.  

Prioritize paths that connect neighborhoods.  

Betterment fees to pay for sidewalks?  Challenging politically. Bicycle-friendly requirements for developments and businesses – bike racks? – zoning changes.  Accessibility issue to get from sidewalks to businesses – usually requires  going over the same route as cars, not safe. 

No little lane to get to Goward field or the library – bikers and walkers go through the parking lot – scary & not safe.   

Complete streets & complete design that includes pedestrians/bikes/strollers/wheelchairs. 

Some times banks have community investment funds, that might be used for pedestrian and bike improvements.

2001 report – most intersections were already at level F. 80% of the traffic at rush hour does NOT originate in Acton.

Reducing traffic through Acton.  How about using right of ways in unused railways as actual trains again. ARRT and BFRT as multi-use corridors, to have both a train system AND a bike path.  Or put fixed rail on 495?  The issue is the circumferential transport. Action for town would be to approach the MPO, and get the conversation started now before BFRT goes further

Take control of Rte 2A  and slow it down so that more through-drivers use Rte 2 / Rte 495 instead?

Reuse existing transportation corridors to connect (especially) circumferential towns, to help reduce the big through-car-travel. 

Encourage carpooling would help 

Increasing the parking for Acton residents at the train station would encourage more people to ride the rail. But road structure there doesn't support the traffic for more people. How about incentives for carpooling like cheaper parking? 

Engaging developers and businesses in helping to fund transport to & from train station. 

Is rail Shuttle in there? Make it more explicit. In first item under 3.2?  

Consider forming a new RTA – neighboring towns agree we are underserved by existing RTAs – we  are at the edges of all of their service areas. 

3.4 make links to business communication stuff under goal 7. 

