
Community Workshop - Asa Parlin House

Wednesday, June 13

7:30 pm at Acton Town Hall, Faulkner Room

FACT SHEET

Property acquisition
• Purchased by the Town in 1996 for $300,000
• Portion of the property used to expand library

parking lot
• Used briefly as an office and then for storage

- No funds spent on building maintenance
• Conditions and reuse study performed in 1998

- No action taken
• CPA funds ($20,000) approved unanimously at

2011 Town Meeting for reuse feasibility study

Building history
• First occupied at current site in 1861
• Portion of the building dates to late 18th century
• House may have been moved to the site
• Original structure consisted of one room
• Style — vernacular house with Greek Revival elements

Cultural history
• Occupied by Asa Parlin from 1870

- Merchant and descendant of an Acton founding father
• Occupied by Asaph Parlin (son?) in early 1900s

- Caretaker at Woodlawn Cemetery

Significance
• Example of an increasingly rare vernacular dwelling in its historic location
• Contributing element to Woodbury Lane and Acton Centre Historic District
• Serves as a buffer along the lane, holding the village character
• Associated with one of Acton’s early settlers

Disposition options
• Raze
• Relocate
• Rehabilitate - remove 20th century additions and renovate for Town meeting space
• Reuse — explore other alternatives

Next steps
• Conduct conditions assessment and feasibility study
• Present findings/recommendations to CPC
• CPC will determine whether to release balance of funding for demolition of non

historic additions and stabilization of building
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