


ACTON PLANNING BOARD 
APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT 
FOR 77 GREAT ROAD 
APPLICANT: JOHN REICHHELD, JR., REICHHELD TING ORTHODONTICS 
 
ATTACHMENT A 
 
The application is for AWNING SIGNS for two businesses located on the second floor at 77 
Great Road, Reichheld Ting Orthodontics and William Law, D.M.D. 
 
5. Indicate the subsection(s) of the BYLAW Section 7.13 for which the PERMIT is sought: 
 
The application is for AWNING SIGNS located on the second floor. Section 7.7.4.4 allows a 
WALL SIGN, but not an AWNING SIGN for “a business occupying a floor other than the first 
floor of a BUILDING.” Hence a Special Permit is required under section 7.13.1.3: “A SIGN in a 
location or in a position not otherwise permitted…” 
 
The AWNING SIGNS for the front of the building have a DISPLAY AREA of 20 square feet, 
which is more than the 12 square foot limitation for AWNING SIGNS in Section 7.7.6. Hence a 
Special Permit is required under Section 7.13.1.2: “SIGNS with dimensions in excess of those 
permitted under Sections 7.7 …”  
 
The AWNING SIGN for the rear of the building is a Secondary EXTERIOR SIGN has a 
DISPLAY AREA of 9.5 square feet, which is more than the 6 square foot limitation for a 
Secondary EXTERIOR SIGN in Section 7.7.7. Hence a Special Permit is required under Section 
7.13.1.2: “SIGNS with dimensions in excess of those permitted under Sections 7.7 …” 
 
ZONING BYLAW COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 
 
The signs for which a permit is sought meet the other relevant sections of the Bylaw, as follows: 
 
Zoning Compliance statement 
 
7.7.6 AWNING SIGNS  
The Awning Signs proposed for front of building for both RTO and Law meet all requirements 
except for 12 square foot limitation. The proposed awnings project 2’, less than the 3’ limitation. 
 
7.7.7 Secondary EXTERIOR SIGNS  
RTO has direct entrance into rear of building so qualifies for a Secondary sign.  
 
7.13.1.2(b) The proposed Awning Signs have a Display Area less than twice the otherwise 
permitted maximum Display Area (for the front, 20 sq ft is less than twice the 12 square foot 
limitation in 7.7.5; and for the rear, 9.5 square feet is less than twice the 6 square foot limitation 
in 7.7.7. 
 
7.13.2.1 The proposed Awning Signs are consistent with the intent of the bylaw as outlined in 
Section 7.1 and subsections 7.1.1 - 7.1.8. 
 
 



The proposed Awning Signs are consistent with Sections 7.13.2.2 - 7.13.2.8 of the Bylaw 
As shown on the attached design sketches and elevations, the proposed Awning Signs have been 
designed to relate to the architectural features of the building, matching exactly the width of the 
second floor protruding window bays on the front of the building, with the height of the face of 
the awning scaled appropriately to the width, and matching the width of the small set of two 
windows on the rear of the building closest in proximity to the rear entrance to the building. The 
proposed Awning Signs also match the size and design of the existing awning sign for “Be Well 
and Beyond” on the facade of the building. Although apparently this awning did not go through 
the proper permitting process, its appearance seems to be consistent with signs in the area. The 
graphics on the proposed Awning Signs are more subdued and restrained than the existing 
awning signs on the facade. The material proposed is high quality Sunbrella awning fabric that 
should retain its color and integrity over time. 
 
7.13.2.9 No alternate solutions under the otherwise applicable standards and available options 
under the bylaw 
The Law and RTO offices are located on the second floor of 77 Great Road. There is no 
provision on the first floor of the building for signage visible to patrons in the parking lot 
approaching the building. RTO is located in the rear of the building, but the majority of patients 
enter the building from the front, so Law has agreed to allow RTO to place an awning on one of 
their window bays facing the front. To reduce congestion in the parking lot, RTO encourages 
patients to park in the rear; the modest secondary sign awning proposed by the rear entrance 
serves to reinforce this encouragement. 
 
SPECIAL PERMITS RULES & REGULATIONS for SIGNS, PLANNING BOARD 
 
We respectfully request a waiver (under Section 1.5 of your Rules & Regulations for Signs) of 
the requirement under Section 3.5.2 for a profile plan of the Building and its architectural 
features, including other existing Sign(s). The enclosed 4 pages of renderings of the signs and 
photographs of the existing signs on site clearly show the building, how the proposed awnings 
will appear, their consistency with existing signage, and their minimal projection (24”, well 
under the 3’ limit of the Bylaw). We trust the Board will find this adequate to determine that the 
proposed Awning Signs meet the intent and purpose of the Bylaw and the Rules & Regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
Application Materials prepared by David A. Freedman, graphic designer for Reichheld Ting Orthodontics 
df301@comcast.net   978.318.0820 



Jan 12, 2015Reichheld Ting Orthodontics & William Law, DMD – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Proposed Awnings

Locus Plan at minimum of one mile diameter, North is up

Detail of Locus Plan

Sign Location Plan
77 Great Road
Showing general location of the
two offices in the building

L   = proposed Awning Sign
         for William Law, DMD
R   = proposed Awning Sign
         (building front) for
         Reichheld Ting Orthodontics
R2 = proposed Awning Sign
         (building rear) for
         Reichheld Ting Orthodontics



24”

24”

20”

Two awnings for front of building, including rigid aluminum frame support structures and installation

One awning for back of building, including rigid aluminum frame support structure and installation

Three-color imprint (white, rto yellow (PMS 122), rto purple (PMS 2597)) on teal (Sunbrella Persian Green) awning

Three-color imprint (white, rto yellow (PMS 122), rto purple (PMS 2597)) on teal (Sunbrella Persian Green) awning

Two-color imprint (white, gray (close match to Pantone 7546U) on Sunbrella Sunflower Yellow awning
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Reichheld Ting Orthodontics & William Law, DMD – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Proposed Awnings



(above) Elevation showing proposed locations of awnings on front of 77 Great Road.  Law and Reichheld Ting Orthodontics offices are on 2d floor.

Jan 12, 2015

Page 2 of 4

Reichheld Ting Orthodontics & William Law, DMD – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Proposed Awnings, building front
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Reichheld Ting Orthodontics & William Law, DMD – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Existing awnings, building front

Right side of front facade at 77 Great Road showing “Be Well and Beyond” awning on second floor above
“Acton Vacuum and Appliance” awning. 

Awnings proposed for Law and Reichheld Ting Orthodontics are same size and projection, and will be supported by 
the same type of simple aluminum frame structure as the existing awning for “Be Well & Beyond.”



(above and below) Elevation showing proposed location of Secondary Sign awning on rear of 77 Great Road.
Reichheld Ting Orthodontics office faces the rear of the building.  
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Reichheld Ting Orthodontics & William Law, DMD – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Proposed Awning for RTO, building rear



Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA  001720

Telephone (978) 929-6621

Fax (978) 929-6340

Brian McMullen

Assessor

Locus: 77 Great Road

Parcel: G5-20

Parcel ID LOCATION Owner Co-Owner Mailing Address City ST Zip

G4-122 94 GREAT RD BURSAW JEFFREY W  27 MILLBROOK LANE BOLTON, MA 01740

G4-50 97-105 GREAT RD WETHERBEE PLAZA LLC  6 PROCTOR STREET ACTON, MA 01720

G4-93 93 GREAT RD 93 GREAT PROPERTIES LLC  PO BOX 2350 ACTON, MA 01720

G4-94 83 GREAT RD EAST ACTON LAND INC  69 GREAT RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-12 24 POPE RD REAR COTE JENNIFER COTE GREGORY Y 24 POPE RD REAR ACTON, MA 01720

G5-13 28 POPE RD THE DOUGLAS P BURUM LIVING TRUST 28 POPE RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-15 18 POPE RD 18 POPE RD LLC  PO BOX 2350 ACTON, MA 01720

G5-16 24 POPE RD COTE JENNIFER COTE GREGORY Y 24 POPE RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-2 8 BRAEBROOK RD SCHNEIDER ROBERT J SCHNEIDER BARBARA 8  BRABROOK RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-21 29 POPE RD HAMWEY CAROL A  29 POPE RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-28 25 POPE RD KELLY DAVID P KELLY MARIAM SARI 25 POPE ROAD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-3 6 BRAEBROOK RD CHABAD CENTER OF ACTON INC  6 BRAEBROOK RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-34 69 GREAT RD EAST ACTON LAND INC  69 GREAT RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-34-1 75 GREAT RD ACTON-ELM REALTY CORP  PO BOX 2350 ACTON, MA 01720

G5-35 2 MYRTLE DR SAVAGE ALFRED F SAVAGE MARGARET 2  MYRTLE DR ACTON, MA 01720

G5-4 4 BRAEBROOK RD CHAPIN JR HENRY T CHAPIN LINDA R 4 BRAEBROOK ROAD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-42 7 POPE RD NELSON HORNE MARINA E NELSON ELIOT 7 POPE RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-46 63 GREAT RD ROSENFIELD ALAN ET AL TR FIELDCOM REALTY TRUST PO BOX 2307 WOBURN, MA 01888

G5-50 61 GREAT RD BRAUNFELS II LLC  313 LITTLETON RD WESTFORD, MA 01886

G5-57 60 GREAT RD 60 GREAT ROAD LLC  60 GREAT RD ACTON, MA 01720

G5-72-3 1-9 BAYBERRY RD MORAN ROBERT & FRIZZELL A BAYBERRY REALTY TRUST P.O. BOX 394 BEDFORD, MA 01730

G5-8 83 GREAT RD REAR EAST ACTON LAND INC  83 GREAT RD REAR ACTON, MA 01720

G5-8-2 69 GREAT RD BESIDE EAST ACTON LAND INC  69 GREAT RD BESIDE ACTON, MA 01720

Abutters and owners of land directly opposite on any public or private street or way and abutters to the abutters within three hundred feet of the 

property line all as they appear on the most recent applicable tax list.



Brian McMullen

Assessor

Locus: 77 Great Road

Parcel: G5-20

Parcel ID LOCATION Owner Co-Owner Mailing Address City ST Zip

HEARING NOTICES FOR ALL SPECIAL PERMITS MUST BE SENT TO THE

PLANNING BOARD, TOWN HALL IN THE FOLLOWING TOWNS:

Boxborough, MA 01729       Maynard, MA  01754          Concord, MA  01742        Littleton, MA  01460

Carlisle, MA 01741              Stow, MA  01775               Westford, MA  01886       Sudbury, MA  01776

Kelly Schorr

Acton Assessors Office 1/15/2015
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