
 
ACTON CONSERVATION TRUST Ω 
GAEBEL CR MONITORING REPORT   

 
1. Property name:  Gaebel land CR 
 
2. Location (street address): 6 Piper Road (Rear), Acton  
 
3. Date of inspection:  April 28, 2016 
 
4. Date of last CR inspection: June 30, 2015, July 9, 2015 
 
5. Size in acres: 5.24 acres  
 
6. Year conservation restriction recorded:  12/22/14  
 
7. Owner name:  Town of Acton  
 
8. Owner address:  472 Main St., Acton, MA  01720  
 
9. Length of present ownership (years, months): Purchased Feb. 2009; 7 years. 
 
10. Is owner the grantor? Yes  
 
11. Did the owner of the property accompany you on the inspection?    

Yes.  Fran Portante, Town of Acton CR Coordinator, represented the Town 
 

12. Identify how notice of visit was given or permission obtained 
 
Susan Mitchell-Hardt, Acton Conservation Trust (ACT) scheduled the inspection with 
Fran Portante, Town of Acton CR Coordinator, Dave Hardt, (ACT), and Sue Kennedy for 
a mutually convenient time to inspect the boundaries.  
 
13. Details of the inspection 

 
We began the inspection at the Town owned access point at 6 Piper Road, Parcel A.   We 
identified the site of the two stone bounds on the eastern margin of parcel A.  The 
northern stone bound projects 4”-5” above the ground and is surrounded by poison ivy.  
The second stone bound was buried by a large mound of dirt.  Using an iron bar and 
shovel Dave Hardt was able to locate the bound, expose and paint it.  We surrounded it 
with rocks.  Continuing west along parcel A we observed that the western end that was 
heavily covered with Virginia Creeper last year had been nicely cleared by the trail 
stewards.  We identified a spike in the pavement adjacent to the garage.  It had been 
painted gray, and we re-painted it orange.   We observed new orange stakes on each side 
of the asphalt.  The Town’s intention is to jackhammer out the asphalt and build a stone 
wall with extension to naturalize the CR.  The northern border of parcel A is a stone wall, 



which starts about 60 feet from Piper Road.  
 
The stone wall corner forming the northwest bound of parcel A was located as was the 
stone bound across the trail at the northeast corner of the garage on parcel A.  We did not 
find the stone bound inside the disassembled formerly intersecting stone walls as the 
overgrowth and collapsed wall obscured it.  We observed raspberry bushes, multiflora 
rose, and asters.  We continued north and found the stone bound near the wood pile; 
further north we arrived at the trail leading to 12 Piper Road. We did not observe yard 
waste this year as in previous years.  
 
We continued north to the stone bound painted white on the border with 16 Piper Road.  
We  passed the stake with orange flag and continued to the unmarked corner of the 
property.  At the stone wall we turned northwest past a gap in the stone wall.  We 
observed lily of the valley on the CR’d land.  We continued along this wall to the iron 
pipe boundary marker at the northwest corner near a large tree. 
 
Next we traversed south along the unmarked western boundary of the CR.  If the abutting 
parcel is sold for development, boundary markers will be imperative.  We observed vinca 
growing on the CR’d land as well as barberry, American yew, and euonymus.  We also 
saw money plant and blooming myrtle near the trail.   
 
We continued until we reached the iron pipe at the corner in a hilly area.  We walked 
Southeast to the square granite marker; we turned northeast to the corner formed by 
another stone bound just below the cistern on the hill.  We continued southeast to the 
spike in the asphalt and continued southeast and returned to the start at the Town-owned 
easement.     
 
(Note to the Conservation Commission  regarding their CR on parcel C, owned by the 
Watson’s at 6 Piper Road.:  We observed the owners at 6 Piper Road put in black chain 
link fence along the length of the CR’d Parcel C.  The Conservation Commission, as 
holders of the CR, may want to follow up with the landowner to discuss what is and isn’t 
permitted on CR’d land.) 
 
14. Present use of restricted property:  Conservation, passive recreation.  
 
15. Note any possible violations of the terms of the conservation restriction  

 
There had been concern that the board fence along the northern margin of parcel A may 
be on parcel A.  On closer observation it appears that it’s not on the CR’d land.  We did 
not see any violations. 
 
16. Present use of abutting properties:  Residential, and 184 acres of town owned 

conservation land. 
 
17. Describe examples of uses permitted by the terms of the restriction which have taken 

place since the last inspection:  Passive recreation  



 
18. Describe any rare or unusual plant or sign thereof:  Lady slipper, though not seen this 

time. 
 
19. Additional remarks (particularly as to the present condition of the property).  

 
• The southern stone bound on Parcel A needs to be raised.   
• The western boundary is long and unmarked.  At present it is not possible to 

exactly determine where the line is, and we recommend the placement of at least 
one or two monuments along this bound.  

• There is evidence of invasive plants such as Glossy Buckthorn, Virginia Creeper, 
bittersweet, multiflora rose, lily of the valley, euonymus, vinca etc. which will 
take over if not removed. 

 
20. Names of monitoring team members:   
 
Dave Hardt (Acton Conservation Trust), Susan Mitchell-Hardt (ACT), Fran Portante 
(Town CR Coordinator) 
 
Time spent on property:  April 28, 2016: 1.5 hour 
 
Inspection team leader:    
 
David Hardt 
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