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To: Acton Board of Selectman

From: South Action Train Station Advisory Committee
Re: Recommendation for Gordon Richards’ Property
Date: 08 January 2015

Over the past several months SATSAC has become aware that Gordon Richards may be
ready to sell his property, which borders the south side of the train station on Maple
Street. In our September meeting SATSAC voted the following motion.

To advise the Board of Selectmen to investigate uses for Gordon
Richards' land and buildings (19-25 Maple St, Acton, MA) and leverage
its strategic value nearby the train station, rail trail, and Caouette
property. The potential uses may include but are not limited to, parking
for local use, managing pick up and drop off traffic flow, and public use
office space.

Since then SATSAC has continued to discuss whether Gordon Richards’ property could
be of benefit to the train station, especially for parking. There is a critical need for
additional parking at the station. The main parking lot fills before 7am each weekday.
Lack of parking is the single biggest issue, by far, that SATSAC members hear about.

SATSAC believes that the Richards property could accommodate over 100 parking
spaces, while leaving the buildings on the property free for other town uses. A 40B
development on the property would probably require at least 50 parking spaces. There
has been input at our meetings and from the public that housing developments could
go elsewhere in town, but parking for commuters must be near the station.

While there are concerns about neighborhood traffic, SATSAC has not heard major
opposition to adding station parking on the Richards’ property. The general feeling
seems to be that there may be traffic problems from a housing development as well,
and there is recognition of the strong need for station parking.

After the new south-side entrance to the station opens, people dropping off and
picking up commuters may find it difficult to come in via Stow Street and out via Maple
Street. SATSAC believes that part of the Richards’ property could be used to
restructure the intersection.into a traffic circle or other.arrangement to_ allow for much
smoother access.
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The additional property would also allow for the drop-off and pick-up area to be
enlarged. We fear that the very small pick up/drop off area at the south-side entrance
might back up onto Main Street, causing a safety problem.

Mr. Richards has attended most of the SATSAC meetings since September. He seems
to have a preference that his property be put to good use.

After careful investigation, SATSAC recommends that the town work quickly to acquire
the Richards’ property and then allocate appropriate time and resources to best
engineer and architect the property in order to expand parking at the station. Please
see the attached analysis, with some specific ideas of how we might leverage the
Richards’ property to benefit the station.

Thank you for your consideration,

South Action Train Station Advisory Committee
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