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The undersigned hereby apply to the Planning board for a public hearing and a SIGN Special Permit under 
Section 7.13 of the Zoning Bylaw. 

The undersigned hereby certify that the information on this application and plans submitted herewith is 
correct, and that the application complies with all applicable provisions of Statutes, Regulations, and Bylaws 
to the best of his/her knowledge. 

The above is subscribed to and executed by the undersigned under the penalties of perjury in accordance 
with Section 1-A of Chapter 268, General Laws of the Co s, onwealth of Massachusetts. 

2. Applicant's Name: 	ef4if 	 511116V1  

Address:  77 	129c,d Si ieG I  Aci-evo.ivA of 724  
Telephone:  978.,  26 3. 1313 	 E-Mail:  dir e 	j peri'0,60m  

3. Record Owner's Name:  CA- eve 5+e, becy  
Address:  r. ° Box 2-3 	7  A-CA-7M , 	017 TO  

Telephone: 17 8 (0 -3 . 	gq 	 E-Mail:  AC IO OM 6 10 VeV 1 7.0t4  sOe+ 
4. Zoning District(s) of Parcel(s) 	EA \.!  

Town Atlas Map & Parcel Number(s)  .65-2-0  
5. Indicate the subsection(s) of BYLAW Section 7.13 for which the PERMIT is sought: 
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6. Describe all SIGNS presently displayed by the business (including type of SIGN/s, size of 

SIGN/s and location of SIGN/s) 

14 ). 0117  

Date 

e'recNIlvyn  ('Y1 
Signgture of Petiti 

ACTON PLANNING BOARD 

APPLICATION FOR A SIGN SPECIAL PERMIT 

Refer to the "Rules and Regulations for SIGN Special Permits" available from the Planning 
Department for details on the information and fees required for this application. Contact the 
Planning Department at 978-929-6631 with any questions concerning the Rules. Incomplete 
applications may be denied. 

Please type or print your application. 

RECORD OWNER'S KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT 

I hereby assert that , have knowledge of as d ive 	cons n to the application presented above. 

/ 	 -- 

Date 
	

Signature of Owner 

Rules & Regulations for Sign Special Permits - Appendices 
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ACTON PLANNING BOARD 
APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT 
FOR 77 GREAT ROAD 
APPLICANT: STEPHEN H. GROSSMAN 
 
ATTACHMENT A 
 
The application is for AWNING SIGNS for a business located on the second floor at 77 Great 
Road, Stephen H. Grossman, D.M.D. 
 
5. Indicate the subsection(s) of the BYLAW Section 7.13 for which the PERMIT is sought: 
 
The application is for an AWNING SIGN located on the second floor. Section 7.7.4.4 allows a 
WALL SIGN, but not an AWNING SIGN for “a business occupying a floor other than the first 
floor of a BUILDING.” Hence a Special Permit is required under section 7.13.1.3: “A SIGN in a 
location or in a position not otherwise permitted…” 
 
The AWNING SIGN for the front of the building has a DISPLAY AREA of 20 square feet, 
which is more than the 12 square foot limitation for AWNING SIGNS in Section 7.7.6. Hence a 
Special Permit is required under Section 7.13.1.2: “SIGNS with dimensions in excess of those 
permitted under Sections 7.7 …”  
 
The AWNING SIGN for the rear of the building is a Secondary EXTERIOR SIGN has a 
DISPLAY AREA of 11.125 square feet, which is more than the 6 square foot limitation for a 
Secondary EXTERIOR SIGN in Section 7.7.7. Hence a Special Permit is required under Section 
7.13.1.2: “SIGNS with dimensions in excess of those permitted under Sections 7.7 …” 
 
ZONING BYLAW COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 
 
The signs for which a permit is sought meet the other relevant sections of the Bylaw, as follows: 
 
Zoning Compliance statement 
 
7.7.6 AWNING SIGNS  
The Awning Sign proposed for front of building meets all requirements except for 12 square foot 
limitation. The proposed awning projects 2’, less than the 3’ limitation. 
 
7.7.7 Secondary EXTERIOR SIGNS  
Grossman has direct entrance into the rear of building so qualifies for a Secondary sign.  
 
7.13.1.2(b) The proposed Awning Signs have a Display Area less than twice the otherwise 
permitted maximum Display Area (for the front, 20 sq ft is less than twice the 12 square foot 
limitation in 7.7.5; and for the rear, 11.125 square feet is less than twice the 6 square foot 
limitation in 7.7.7. 
 
7.13.2.1 The proposed Awning Signs are consistent with the intent of the bylaw as outlined in 
Section 7.1 and subsections 7.1.1 - 7.1.8. 
 
 



The proposed Awning Signs are consistent with Sections 7.13.2.2 - 7.13.2.8 of the Bylaw 
As shown on the attached design sketches and elevations, the proposed Awning Signs have been 
designed to relate to the architectural features of the building, matching exactly the width of the 
second floor protruding window bays on the front of the building, with the height of the face of 
the awning scaled appropriately to the width, and matching the width of the small set of two 
windows on the rear of the building in close proximity to the rear entrance to the building. The 
proposed Awning Signs also match the size and structure of the recently approved awning signs 
for Reichheld Ting Orthodontics and Law on the facade of the building. The graphics on the 
proposed Awning Signs are what is minimally necessary to identify the business with attractive 
colors and a beige background compatible with the building. The material proposed is high 
quality Sunbrella awning fabric that should retain its color and integrity over time. 
 
7.13.2.9 No alternate solutions under the otherwise applicable standards and available options 
under the bylaw 
The Grossman office is located on the second floor of 77 Great Road. There is no provision on 
the first floor of the building for signage visible to patrons in the parking lot approaching the 
building. Dr. Grossman is located in the rear of the building, but the majority of patients enter 
the building from the front, so one of the front tenants has agreed to allow Dr. Grossman to 
place an awning on one of their window bays facing the front. To reduce congestion in the 
parking lot, Dr. Grossman encourages patients to park in the rear; the modest secondary sign 
awning proposed by the rear entrance serves to reinforce this encouragement. 
 
SPECIAL PERMITS RULES & REGULATIONS for SIGNS, PLANNING BOARD 
 
We respectfully request a waiver (under Section 1.5 of your Rules & Regulations for Signs) of 
the requirement under Section 3.5.2 for a profile plan of the Building and its architectural 
features, including other existing Sign(s). The enclosed 3 pages of renderings of the signs and 
photographs of the existing signs on site clearly show the building, how the proposed awnings 
will appear, their consistency with existing signage, and their minimal projection (24”, well 
under the 3’ limit of the Bylaw). We trust the Board will find this adequate to determine that the 
proposed Awning Signs meet the intent and purpose of the Bylaw and the Rules & Regulations. 
This same waiver was requested and granted for the application for the awnings for RTO and 
Law. 
 
Additionally, Dr. Grossman requests that the permit specify that, should he sell his practice, the 
new office may change the awning covering to reflect the new periodontist, retaining the sizes 
and locations of the two awnings approved pursuant to this application, without having to go 
through the full permitting process. Perhaps a stipulation could be made that updated graphics be 
presented to the Planning Director to confirm consistency with the decision on the current 
application. 
 
 
 
 
 
Application Materials prepared by David A. Freedman, graphic designer for Stephen H. Grossman, D.M.D. 
df301@comcast.net   978.318.0820 



24”

20”

One awning for front of building, including rigid aluminum frame support structure and installation

One awning for back of building, including rigid aluminum frame support structure and installation

Two-color imprint (navy (PMS 281), green (PMS 349)) on beige (Sunbrella Parchment) awning

Two-color imprint (navy (PMS 281), green (PMS 349)) on beige (Sunbrella Parchment) awning
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34”

24”

18”
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Stephen H. Grossman, D.M.D. – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Proposed Awnings



77 Great Road front facade

rear facade
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Stephen H. Grossman, D.M.D. – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Proposed awnings, building front and rear

▲
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entrance
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entrance
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Stephen H. Grossman, D.M.D. – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Existing awnings, building front

Right side of front facade at 77 Great Road showing “Be Well and Beyond” awning on second floor above “Acton Vacuum & Appliance” awning. 
The proposed Grossman awning for the front of the building will be just to the right of the light fixture as indicated above.

The two awnings proposed for Stephen H. Grossman are the same size and projection, and will be supported by the same 
type of simple aluminum frame structure as the existing awning for “Be Well & Beyond” and will be fabricated and installed
by the same fabricator who made and installed the recently approved awnings for Law and Reichheld Ting Orthodontics.



Dec 1, 2015Stephen H. Grossman, D.M.D. – 77 Great Road, Acton, MA – Proposed Awnings

Locus Plan at minimum of one mile diameter, North is up

Detail of Locus Plan

Sign Location Plan
77 Great Road
Showing general location of 
the office in the right rear
of the building

SHG1 = proposed Awning Sign
               for front of building

SHG2 = proposed Awning Sign
                for rear of building
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