
Letter from L.and Stewards to Board of Selectmen March 15. 2016

Dear Acton Board of Selectmen:

Following a vote of approval at its regular meeting on March 15, 2016, the Acton Land Stewardship Committee (LSC) offers
the following comments about the proposed Town of Concord Water Department water treatment facility at Nagog Pond in
Acton, for which Concord is seeking a site plan special permit from the Board of Selectmen.

The LSC is the Town of Acton committee responsible for maintaining 1,671 acres of Town-owned conservation land with

guidance from the Conservation Commission and in cooperation with other Town departments. The committee makes

conservation areas accessible; constructs and maintains amenities where appropriate; enhances the trails; and maintains and
protects the special features of each property. The aim of the LSC is to enable passive recreation with minimal disturbance of
natural habitats, scenic qualities and unique characters of the parcels.

The new water treatment plant and photovoltaic array that the Town of Concord proposes to construct adjacent to the

Nagog Hill conservation land would involve clearing approximately 1-2 acres of timber for the PV array, fencing off part of
Nagog Pond, and placing the PV array adjacent to the (Quail Ridge) access trail to Acton’s Nagog Hill conservation land. The

proposed construction would have a substantial adverse impact on:

• popular trails

• animal habitat and food sources

• wildlife travel corridors and access to vital aquatic resource

• natural aesthetics

• archaeological artifacts

• access and value of the Buxton conservation restriction

• stewardship of the land by Breezy Point and Acorn Park neighbors

• future connectivity with Littleton Conservation Trust lands

The LSC instead strongly recommends the following:

• Another location, preferably a brownfield site, for the PV array to augment Concords power production

• No fencing around the pond to inhibit wildlife

• Concord Water Department enlistment of abutters to steward the land (see Concord’s 2015 OSRP, page 38)

• Establishment of an inter-town trail connection between Acton and Littleton conservation land, including Concord

Water Department land.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely

Bettina D. Abe

Chair, Acton Land Stewardship Committee 2015-2016


