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Overview: 

 

Powder Mill Crescent is a proposed affordable housing development of twelve homes. Three homes, 

25% of the total, will be marketed to income-qualified first-time buyers. Local preference will be given 

to Acton residents and municipal employees for these affordable homes. The development will be 

permitted under the Massachusetts Local Initiative Program, Chapter 40B, as a Comprehensive Permit. 

 

Site Description: 

 

12 Powder Mill Road, Route 62, is located close to the Acton-Maynard town line. The site is presently 

undeveloped save for an abandoned single-family house. The 1.5 acre site is located on the Assabet 

River, separated by a strip of land owned by an abutter. The Assabet River in this location widens to an 

impoundment just upstream from the Powder Mill Dam. A 200-foot jurisdictional area is imposed by the 

Massachusetts Rivers Act. Most of the wooded site will be left untouched. 

 

The proposed plan consists of ten townhomes in two buildings of five homes each, curving along the 200 

foot setback line. The Rivers Act allows for a small intrusion into this setback of 5,000 square feet. Two 

additional homes are located in a duplex structure near Powder  Mill Road. Each home has a basement, 

one car garage, two bedrooms and attic. Plans and massing studies are included in this package. 

 

Soils are well drained and located more than 8 feet above the water table. An onsite septic disposal 

system is proposed, with leaching trenches located under the paving. Runoff is controlled by channeling 

storm water to a new detention basin, the dimensions of which are exempt from the 200 foot setback. 

 

Timetable: 

 

The development team hopes to file its application for Site Eligibility with the Massachusetts DHCD, 

Department of Housing and Community Development before the end of this year. Upon obtaining a 

notice of Site Eligibility from DHCD, the team will file its formal application for a Comprehensive Permit 

with the Acton Board of Appeal. Receipt of this Permit is anticipated early next year, with marketing and 

construction to begin in the spring of 2016. 
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